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Introduction 

 
The theme of this book is living faith. I have not 

concerned myself with studies in dead faith because, as 

James 2:14-26 teaches, dead faith cannot save. Faith that 

does not manifest itself in obedience is dead and thus 

useless, but faith that acts is alert and vibrant, ready to do 

the Lord’s will. Since it is this type of faith that saves our 

souls, it is the type of faith worthy of not only a thirteen 

week study, but a whole lifetime of both study and 

application. 

The eleventh chapter of Hebrews has affectionately 

been dubbed, “The Faithful Hall of Fame.” As we walk its 

corridors we encounter some of the greatest men and 

women this world has ever known. In tribute to these, the 

inspired author wrote that the world was not worthy of 

them (Hebrews 11:38). Each of them, though not perfect 

in faith, seems to have caught the essence of living faith at 

least at one point in their lives. When we study the 

background of each citation given them in the eleventh 

chapter of Hebrews, we see painted for us a clear, 

complete picture of the faith we should possess. It is a 

faith that must extend beyond a moment unto the very end 

of life itself. 

As we study the acts of faith of these various figures, 

we come to a fuller understanding of the omnipotence of 

God. He is most active in each of the accounts to which 

the inspired writer refers. Each incident mentioned in that 

precious chapter bears out the fact that God demands 

living faith of all men and women. 

This book is designed to help us see the composite 

picture of faith that has been painted for us by the brush 

of Divine inspiration in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. 

Furthermore, its goal is to impress each reader with the 

truth that those who are just in the eyes of God are the 
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ones who live by faith (Romans 1:17). May it excite 

within the heart of each reader a burning desire to mature 

in the soul-saving faith that comes from the Word of God 

(Romans 10:17). 

 

Michael Gifford 

July 2013 
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Chapter One 

What and Why? 
 

Memory Work:  

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 

the evidence of things not seen." (Hebrews 11:1) 

 

What is Faith? 

A myriad of human authors cold be consulted in a 

quest for the definition of faith, but not a one of them 

could come close to equaling the clarity and conciseness 

of the one given by the Holy Spirit in Hebrews 11:1. 

"Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 

evidence of things not seen." 

J. H. Thayer, in his work, Greek-English Lexicon of 

the New Testament (Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 

Rapids, MI) defined the word translated “substance” 

thusly: “Steadiness of mind, firmness, courage, resolution, 

confidence, firm trust, assurance.” He assigned this 

definition to the word rendered “evidence”: "A proof, that 

by which a thing is proved or tested.” He also used the 

term “conviction.” 

With these definitions in mind, an alternate reading of 

Hebrews 11:1 could be, “Now faith is confidence in 

things hoped for, conviction regarding things not seen.” 

But to what “things” does the inspired writer have 

reference when he speaks of “things hoped for” and 

“things not seen”? 

In regard to “things hoped for,” he is obviously 

speaking of events yet to come. Faith involves a forward 

look, a fact to which we shall devote more attention in 

chapter eight. 

That much of the Christian life involves a look ahead 

is evident. The apostle Paul wrote that when we partake 

of the Lord’s Supper, we are showing forth the Lord’s 
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death “till he come.” (I Corinthians 11:26). In I 

Thessalonians 4:15-18 he wrote to the brethren in 

Thessalonica regarding the second coming of the Savior 

and instructed them to “comfort one another with these 

words.” The closing plea of the book of Revelation is, 

“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” (Revelation 22:20). Each of 

these signifies a forward look that first century Christians 

had and that Christians today should maintain. 

Faith is confidence in things hoped for, firm trust 

concerning upcoming events such as the coming of 

Christ. Because we are confident that Christ is coming, 

we are living in obedience to Him. We are walking by 

faith (II Corinthians 5:7). We are heeding His inspired 

Word, our source of faith (Romans 10:17). 

Faith in things hoped for goes beyond the scope of the 

return of Christ, however. In general, it has to do with 

faith in ALL of the promises of God. Faith involves 

believing God’s promise of daily provision (Matthew 

6:33). It entails believing the Lord’s promise that He will 

save us in eternity if we abide in His Word unto death 

(Revelation 2:10). It involves confidence in the promise 

that our Lord will never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 

13:5). Faith in things hoped for is believing God’s 

promise that “There hath no temptation taken you but 

such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 

not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 

will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that 

ye may be able to bear it.” (I Corinthians 10:13). 

In short, concerning faith being confidence in things 

hoped for, faith can be described as a daily walk with 

God, an assurance throughout the day that God will care 

for us and that He will fulfill His promises to us. With this 

as a partial definition of faith, let us keep in mind that 

faith and worry are like water and oil. They do not mix. 

With confidence in things hoped for, how can we worry? 

We know that God is faithful and true and that, as we 
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walk according to His will, we will enjoy the fulfillment 

of the blessed promises He has made. 

Not only does faith look forward, it also looks back. It 

is a conviction of things not seen. Certainly this can apply 

to future things for we do not see the future, but it also 

applies to the past; not our past, but the past events and 

people found in the Bible. In short, faith is a conviction 

regarding the truthfulness of everything that has been 

revealed to us in God’s Word, whether regarding events 

that have already taken place or episodes still in the 

future. 

In verse three of the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, the 

writer gives an example of faith that involves a look back. 

“Through faith we understand that the worlds were 

framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen 

were not made of things which do appear.” 

None of us was there when the world was created (Job 

38:1-4) and yet we have faith in the Bible’s account of the 

world’s beginning. Not a one of us saw Jesus when He 

walked this earth in a fleshly body. “But we believe,” as 

the hymn says. The reason we believe is because the 

Bible informs us of Jesus’ Deity, His sacrifice on the 

cross, His resurrection and ascension and all other 

pertinent facts that are not found in secular history. We 

were not present when the Holy Spirit came upon the 

apostles on that Pentecost several centuries ago, but we 

have faith that this did occur because the Word of God 

tells us of its occurrence. 

By expounding upon the definition found in Hebrews 

1:1, we learn that faith is indeed a look ahead and a look 

back. When we walk by faith, our confidence in future 

things and conviction regarding things not seen are 

capable of making life worth living in the present. 
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Faith that Lives 

In each of the ensuing chapters you are going to notice 

that living faith is faith that is seen. It is not mere mental 

assent. One does not know that another has living faith 

simply because he believes that the other has it. One does 

not know that another has living faith simply because the 

other is always telling him that he has it. One DOES 

know that another has living faith because he both hears 

of and SEES this other’s living faith in action. 

In Luke 5:18-20 we read of some men who let down a 

palsied friend through a roof in order that their friend 

might be healed by Jesus. Verse twenty says that Jesus 

SAW their faith. 

In Luke 7:36-50 we find Jesus in the home of Simon 

the Pharisee. There a woman held in low repute in the 

community kissed the feet of the Master and bathed them 

with her tears. Not once in this section of scripture is it 

recorded that this woman vocalized her faith in Christ. 

Nonetheless, Jesus said to her, “Thy faith hath saved 

thee.” (Luke 7:50). Jesus saw her faith in action. 

In Luke 8:22ff, Jesus saw the fear of the disciples as 

they sailed in a fierce storm. He asked them, “Where is 

your faith?” Regardless of how much these disciples 

might have given mental assent to the fact that Jesus was 

the Christ, they were not showing their faith. As a result, 

Jesus indicated that they had little or no faith at this time. 

The fact that the faith that saves is the faith that is 

seen ought to drive away any notions regarding 

universalism, the doctrine that all will be saved regardless 

of the type of life they lived. Living faith demonstrates 

itself in outward acts of obedience. 

The facts presented here ought to drive away the false 

doctrine of “once saved, always saved.” The Bible teaches 

that even after becoming a Christian, one must continue to 

possess the living faith that is seen (James 2:14-17). 
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A wonderful story is told about a boatman whose 

profession was to row passengers across a river in his 

rowboat. A passenger one day noticed some writing on 

the oars. One oar had the word “Faith” on it and the other 

had the word “Works” on it. When asked about this 

curiosity, the old man put the oar marked “Faith” into the 

water and started rowing. Of course, with just one oar, the 

boat merely turned around in circles. Putting that one up, 

the boatman put in the oar marked “Works” and again, the 

vessel went around in circles. Then he put both oars into 

the water and the rowboat glided smoothly over the water 

to the other side. 

The boatman’s point is clearly seen and is frankly 

taught in the Bible. Faith must evidence itself in acts of 

obedience for it to be the type that pleases God and that 

gets the person from earth’s shore to heaven’s gates. 

Mark it down. All day and all night long you can say 

that you believe in things hoped for and things not seen, 

but until you actively obey the one who authored these 

things, your belief will be of no value in saving your soul. 

 

Why Faith in Jehovah God? 

There are many things, people and “deities” which 

have become objects of worship. The Egyptians of 

Moses’ day worshipped bulls, the sun, the Nile river and a 

host of others. The apostle Paul met with the residents of 

Athens who seemingly worshipped everything (Acts 

17:22,23). 

Today, while the worship of cattle and rats and a 

multitude of unknown gods continues, we find men and 

women also worshipping money, fame, earthly power, 

even themselves. It is an accurate statement when we say 

that they have faith in those things. The covetous person 

has faith in his money. The humanist has faith in himself. 

Each one has confidence in and conviction regarding the 

individual idols that he or she has erected in their lives. 
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With all of these different items in which to place our 

faith, why should we or anyone have faith in Jehovah 

God? Hear the Word of God answer this question. 

 

As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the 

Lord is tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust 

in him. (II Samuel 22:31) 

 

And they that know thy name shall put their trust 

in thee, for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them that 

seek thee. (Psalm 9:10) 

 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 

trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him. 

(Nahum 1:7) 

 

For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout 

the whole earth, to shew himself strong in the 

behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward him. 

(II Chronicles 16:9) 

 

Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord 

Jehovah is everlasting strength. (Isaiah 26:4) 

 

They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, 

which cannot be removed, but abideth forever. 

(Psalm 125:1) 

 

He that putteth his trust in the Lord shall be made 

fat. (Proverbs 28:25) 

 

Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe. 

(Proverbs 29:25) 
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Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind 

is stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

(Isaiah 26:3) 

 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord and 

whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree 

planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 

roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 

cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not 

be careful in the year of drought, neither shall 

cease from yielding fruit. (Jeremiah 17:7,8) 

 

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 

life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, 

yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and 

believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou 

this? (John 11:25-26) 

 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 

5:1) 

 

Let Israel hope in the Lord: for with the Lord there 

is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

(Psalm 130:7) 

 

Salvation is of the Lord. (Jonah 2:9) 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Faith involves both a look forward and a look 

back. 

2. T – F: The Bible teaches salvation by faith only. 

3. T – F: Jesus knew that the woman who came to 

Simon the Pharisee’s house had faith because 

He saw her faith in action. 
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4. T – F: The Bible teaches that it is impossible for a 

Christian to fall away and lose his or her soul. 

5. T – F: We know that Jesus is the Christ because the 

Bible tells us so. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. In I Corinthians 11:26, Paul said that when we take 

the Lord’s Supper, we show forth the: A) birth of 

Christ; B) Deity of Christ; C) death of Christ until He 

comes. 

2. The Bible closes with John’s plea for: A) the Lord not 

to come; B) the Lord to delay His coming; C) the 

Lord to come. 

3. We can overcome worry by having faith in God’s:           

A) punishments; B) power; C) promises. 

4. The world was made from: A) gasses that existed 

eternally; B) elements that we can easily reconstruct; 

C) elements that are not seen. 

5. Searching the Bible for reasons to have faith in God 

is: A) foolish; B) uneducated; C) wise and necessary. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the King 

James Version.) 

1. “Now _______________ is the _________________ 

of things hoped for, the _______________ of things 

not seen.” 

2. “There hath no ___________________ taken you but 

such as is common to man: but ________ is faithful, 

who will not suffer you to be ___________ above that 

ye are ________; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to _____________ that ye may be able to 

bear it.” 

3. “As for ___________, his way is _______________.” 
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4. “Therefore being justified by ____________, we have 

______________ with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” 

5. “Salvation is of the ____________.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What are some of the ways in which we demonstrate 

our faith in the promises of God? _______________ 

 __________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

2. How do we show that we believe the events and 

instructions of the Bible are true? _______________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

3. What is wrong with only accepting parts of the Bible 

as being true? _______________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

4. What do we mean when we speak of verbal 

inspiration of the Bible? ______________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

5. Why is the fact of the Bible’s verbal inspiration vital 

to our faith? ________________________________ 

  __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________ 

6. What is the source of our faith? ________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

7. How does one grow in faith? __________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

8. Locate some Bible passages that speak of the 

necessity of faith. ___________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

9. If we claim to be walking by faith, why do we 

sometimes worry? __________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

10. Give book, chapter and verse for other promises that 

God has made to us. _________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

11. Discuss Hebrews 11:3. _______________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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12. Discuss some ways in which faith in God enriches our 

lives. _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

13. At what point do we no longer need to grow in faith? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

14. Why do some have faith in people and things instead 

of in God? _________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

15. How can we help others grow in faith? __________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance 

and a Nave's Topical Bible helpful.)  

 

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let 

them ever shout for joy because thou defendest them: let 

them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.” 
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Chapter Two 

Living Faith 

Involves a Holy Attitude 
Abel – Genesis 4:1-8 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 

sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness 

that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: 

and by it he being dead yet speaketh." (Hebrews 

11:4) 

 

The subject of the offerings given by Cain and Abel, 

the first recorded incident of sacrifice in the Bible, has 

been bantered about by uninspired men for generations. 

Had God commanded them both to offer a blood sacrifice 

and, if so, was Abel’s sacrifice greater because he offered 

the animal and Cain did not? Were Abel’s actions 

righteous simply because he gave of “the firstlings of his 

flock” (Genesis 4:14) and Cain did not give of the best of 

his crops? The question we seek to answer and which will 

help us understand more about faith is, “Why did God 

accept Abel’s offering and reject Cain’s?” 

Some hold to the view that God had commanded both 

brothers to bring a grain offering but that Abel, 

considering his own sinfulness, went a step further and 

offered a blood sacrifice as an atonement. In objection to 

this position, however, we might wonder how Abel would 

know that a blood sacrifice would atone for his sins. A 

man named Kennicott contended that Abel, in offering an 

animal, was showing forth the death of Christ. To say 

that, though, is surely to give Abel more insight into the 

plan of God than he had. 

Another view is that Cain and Abel had both been 

instructed to offer animal sacrifices. Abel was righteous 
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in that he obeyed but Cain was unrighteous in that he 

offered a different sacrifice. 

Still another view would have God commanding the 

brothers to bring both an offering from the field AND an 

animal sacrifice. Again, Cain would have been rejected 

because he only obeyed half of God’s commandments 

while Abel obeyed them both. This view apparently 

revolves around the statement in Genesis 4:4, “And Abel, 

he also brought…” However, while the King James 

Version as well as other English translations read this 

way, some translate the phrase, “But Abel brought…” 

There is a significant difference in meaning. 

The first of these views we can readily reject. The 

second or third seem the most reasonable, depending 

upon which translation is correct. In either case, let it be 

understood that God did indeed expect both of these 

brothers to offer animal sacrifices. We can come to this 

conclusion by recalling this lesson’s memory verse. “By 

faith, Abel offered unto God…” Romans 10:17 informs 

us, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God.” He could not have been credited with an 

act of faith if that faith had not come from hearing God’s 

instructions. Since we don’t find Cain being noted for 

faith in his actions, we can determine that his offering was 

not given by faith; hence, it was not according to God’s 

Word. An essential element of faith is found in the life of 

the younger of the world’s first brothers. Abel would do 

no less than offer unto God what the Father wanted. His 

was a most holy attitude for he was apparently an 

individual who strove to please God in all things. 

Cain, on the other hand, delighted in giving unto God 

what he wanted to give instead of what Jehovah expected 

of him. Even as the blood of Abel still speaks to us of a 

lasting love for the Lord, the evil heart of the elder brother 

continues to beat within many breasts. 

Living faith involves a determined attitude to do 
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God’s will without reservation or apology. Since faith 

comes from hearing God’s Word, this attitude bespeaks 

one’s desire to follow the Bible and not stray from the 

precious Book Divine. The Christian who possesses a 

living faith will not be satisfied with anything short of a 

“Thus saith the Lord.” He or she will not uphold any 

doctrine or participate in any practice that does not rest on 

the firm foundation of God’s Word. For that reason, we 

can say that this individual has a holy attitude. The word 

“holy” means, “set apart.” A desire to follow God’s Word 

as the source of faith and authority demonstrates a 

mindset that is most definitely set apart from the desires 

of the majority of our world. 

As we seek to attain and then maintain this holy 

attitude, let us recall the lives of Cain and Abel and 

incorporate into our lives the lessons learned therefrom. 

Let us learn to walk by faith, the faith that comes from 

God’s Word (II Corinthians 5:7). Romans 14:23 informs 

us that, “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 

Living faith, the faith that saves, is more than just 

believing in God. James 2:19 says that even the devils 

believe, yet they most certainly are not saved (Matthew 

25:41). Faith is more than just believing God’s promises. 

We hear much today about “claiming the promises of 

God” for ourselves. “If you believe that God will care for 

you and save you in eternity then you have faith.” But 

living faith is more extensive than that. 

To walk by faith is indeed to believe in God and to 

trust His promises, but it is also to abide in His Word. 

Some of the same people who claim that they are walking 

by faith because they trust God’s promises are, at the 

same time, worshipping Him in unapproved ways or 

teaching doctrines that are not supported by Sacred 

Scripture. They are NOT walking by faith. If faith comes 

by hearing the Word of God and one is practicing 

something that is not authorized in the Word, how can he 
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say that he is walking by faith? 

Let us also learn from the example in the fourth 

chapter of Genesis that there is often a marked difference 

between what God wants and what man wants to give 

Him. Would that we all would want to align our wills 

with His so that His will would be our will and His 

desires our desires. Unfortunately, that admirable attitude 

is rare. 

No matter how inspiring, uplifting and encouraging 

something may be to us, it is of no eternal value if God 

does not approve of it. The adulterous couple may refuse 

to separate because they “need each other so much,” and 

yet they will find in judgment that what they wanted and 

what God wanted were entirely different (Hebrews 13:4). 

In their worship, some may speak of how moving the 

orchestra is and how much it adds to their service to God, 

but there is no New Testament authority for using 

mechanical instruments of music in worship. Thus, no 

matter how much their ears may be tickled by them, those 

who employ these man-made innovations in their worship 

are guilty of trying to offer God what they want to give 

instead of what He wants them to give. 

To possess the type of living faith that belonged to 

righteous Abel, our attitudes must be such that we will 

neither practice nor teach anything that does not have 

God’s stamp of approval. Such a holy attitude is certainly 

not popular with the world. Those who possess it have 

been and are mocked, shunned and sometimes even 

physically persecuted. In I Peter 4:11 the inspired apostle 

gave the charge, “If any man speak, let him speak as the 

oracles of God.” We ought not think it coincidental that 

the next verse speaks of a fiery trial. “Beloved, think it 

not strange concerning the fiery trial that is to try you, as 

though some strange thing happened unto you.” All who 

speak as the oracles of God are bound to face persecution 

(II Timothy 3:12). Such a strong stand cost Abel his very 
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life. 

May each of us have the holy attitude of wanting to 

please God in all things. As we develop this blessed 

attitude, an integral element of living faith, we will find 

more frequently that what God wants from us will be 

what we want to give Him. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: God expected both Cain and Abel to offer  

blood sacrifices. 

2. T – F: Abel took the best of his flock for himself and 

gave God what he had left over. 

3. T – F: The word “holy” means “set apart.” 

4. T – F: The devils believe in God. 

5. T – F: Those who stand for God’s truth should not 

expect any persecution. 

 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Cain offered unto God: A) what he wanted to give; b) 

by faith; C) what God wanted him to give. 

2. We know that Abel offered what God wanted because 

the Bible says he offered: A) what he wanted to give; 

B) by faith; C) what he sincerely felt deep in his heart 

would be best. 

3. “Whatsoever is not of faith…: A) …is sin.” B) … is 

acceptable as long as it is done in sincerity.”; C) … is 

of no consequence because God will save everyone in 

the day of judgment.” 

4. What God wants and what man wants to give Him: A) 

are always the same; B) are never the same; C) are 

often different. 

5. “If any man speak, let him speak…: A) …what the 

Holy Spirit directly tells him to speak.”; B) …as the 
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oracles of God.”; C) …what the majority wants to 

hear.” 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1.  “And ______, he also brought of the ________ of his 

flock and of the fat thereof. And the _______ had 

___________ unto Abel and to his offering.” 

2. “And _______ talked with Abel his ____________: 

and it came to pass, when they were in the _______, 

that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and _____ 

him.” 

3. “So then __________ cometh by __________, and 

__________ by the _______ of _______.” 

4. “(For we __________ by faith, not by __________:)” 

5. “Beloved, think it not ___________ concerning the 

_______ trial which is to try you, as though some 

__________ thing happened unto you.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What is involved in walking by faith? ___________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

2. Is it possible to walk by faith and teach or practice 

something not authorized by God’s Word? Explain 

your answer. _______________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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3. Discuss the meaning of Jesus’ question in Luke 18:8. 

“Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he 

find faith on the earth?” ______________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

4. Is living faith rare in our world? What evidence can 

you give to support your answer? ______________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

5. Give some reasons why men would often rather give 

to God what they want to give instead of what He 

wants them to give. __________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

6. What are some reactions we encounter when we point 

out a person’s error to him? ___________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

7. Why do some people react in these ways? ________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

8. What are our reactions when someone points out our 

error and why do we react in these ways? _________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 
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9. What is to be our response to those who persecute us 

for our stand for the truth? ____________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

10. Discuss I John 3:11-13. _______________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

11. What is the difference between a holy attitude, such as 

Abel’s, and a “holier than thou” attitude? Can we have 

the first without the second? ___________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

12. What does, “by it, he being dead yet speaketh” mean? 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

13. What does it mean to abide in God’s Word? ______ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

14. How can a holy attitude have a good influence on 

others? ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 
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15. Why does it take great faith to follow God? _______ 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“As for God, his way is perfect; the word of the Lord is 

tried: he is a buckler to all them that trust in him. For who 

is our God, save the Lord? and who is a rock, save our 

God?” 
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Chapter Three 

Living Faith 

is a Daily Commitment 
Enoch – Genesis 5:21-24 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith Enoch was translated that he should not 

see death: and was not found, because God had 

translated him: for before his translation he had 

this testimony, that he pleased God." (Hebrews 

11:5) 

 

From the starting point of this book up until now, you 

have seen three important facts about faith that will be 

noticeable throughout the remainder of the study. Living 

faith is expansive, extensive and expensive. It is 

expansive in that it is continually growing (Luke 17:5; I 

Peter 2:2). It is extensive in that living faith contains 

many essential elements such as those we are discussing 

in this book. It is expensive in the sense that it costs those 

who have it their material goods, their time, their abilities 

and even their very lives as we saw in the example of 

Abel (Genesis 4:1-8). 

The figure of faith around which this chapter revolves 

is one about whom we read very little in the Bible. Jude 

quotes a prophecy uttered by Enoch in regard to God’s 

righteous judgment against the ungodly (Jude 14-15). 

Luke includes him in his record of the generations of 

Jesus (Luke 3:37). The book of I Chronicles opens with a 

record of the human lineage with Enoch being the seventh 

from Adam (I Chronicles 1:3). Other than this, all that we 

know about Enoch is contained in a few verses written by 

Moses and the verse written by the author of the letter to 

the Hebrews. We ought not think, however, that less 

means least, for the brief account of and tribute to 
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Enoch’s life clearly indicates that he was not among the 

least, but among the greatest of God’s people. 

Although Enoch enjoys fame for being the father of 

Methusaleh, the most significant fact about this faithful 

man is that he did not die. Genesis 5:24 simply says, 

“And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God 

took him.” 

Principled prophet and God-fearing fellow that he 

was, Enoch was spared the sting of death. His flesh never 

saw interment in this old earth. No black armbands were 

worn in mourning. No funeral procession was held. No 

flowers were gently laid before a tomb. No tombstone 

was ever erected for him. The only earthly reminder we 

have of this first man to be exempted from death is the 

inspired record. It speaks of an individual who obviously 

saw each day as a new opportunity to increase his faith. 

It would be a waste of time and energy for any of us 

to hope for the translation experienced by Enoch and, 

later, Elijah (II Kings 2:9-11). Physical death is something 

that awaits every one of us (Hebrews 9:27), barring, of 

course, the return of the Lord first (I Thessalonians 

4:15ff). 

Our motivation for walking in Enoch’s footsteps 

should be the avoidance of spiritual death rather than 

physical death (Revelation 20:4-15; 21:8). With this in 

mind, let us see how Enoch lived so that we can avoid, 

not physical separation of soul and body, but spiritual 

separation of the soul from God in eternity. 

Twice in his brief account of Enoch’s life, Moses 

wrote of how the prophet walked with God (Genesis 

5:22,24). This repetition plus the statement in Hebrews 

11:5 that Enoch pleased God plus the fact that living faith 

endures for a lifetime (II Timothy 4:7,8) equals the 

conclusion that Enoch’s walk with God was a continual 

one. 
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Faith ought to be rather like the construction of a 

building. We learn the first principles which serve as the 

foundation. From that point on, we should strive to attain 

the higher levels of faith that bring us ever closer to God 

and heaven, even as a builder works to put down level 

after level of his building in order to reach the top of the 

designed structure. If said builder stops building, he will 

not reach his desired goal. The same is true of a Christian 

who ceases to grow in faith. 

Imagine a builder, with blueprints in hand, stopping 

after he had laid the foundation. Further imagine him 

stepping back, looking at his work and announcing, “I am 

finished. There is no need to build any higher.” We would 

count the man irrational, would we not? Certainly we 

would not want a man like that building a house for us. 

Now imagine a Christian who has stopped after he has 

learned the fundamentals of the faith. He leans back in his 

easy chair and announces, “I am finished. There is no 

need to build my faith anymore.” With that, he becomes 

apathetic toward the work and worship of the church as 

well as to private spiritual development. Certainly we 

ought to consider that person less than wise and warn him 

of the consequences of his decision (Ezekiel 3:17-19). 

Earlier in the letter to the Hebrew Christians, the 

inspired writer penned these words: 

 

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 

have need that one teach you again which be the 

first principles of the oracles of God; and are 

become as such as have need of milk, and not of 

strong meat. For every one that useth milk is 

unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a 

babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are 

of full age, even those who by reason of use have 

their senses exercised to discern both good and 

evil. Therefore leaving the principles of the 
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doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not 

laying again the foundation of repentance from 

dead works, and of faith toward God, of the 

doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, 

and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 

judgment. And this will we do, if God permit 

(Hebrews 5:12-6:3). 

 

Someone might be wondering what all this has to do 

with Enoch. Enoch walked with God. Amos 3:3 asks, 

“Can two walk together except they be agreed?” To walk 

in agreement with God is to walk according to His Word 

and it is by His Word that we grow in the faith. Hence, in 

that the Holy Spirit Himself says that Enoch was pleasing 

to God, we can conclude that Enoch possessed a growing 

faith. 

How, though, do we glean from the life of Enoch the 

fact that faith is a daily commitment? Let us again use the 

illustration of the builder and his structure. Does a wise 

and competent builder lay the foundation and then leave it 

for an extended period of time before he comes back and 

carries out the next step in the building process? Does he 

not daily add to it and check on it to be sure that it is 

being built properly? 

I remember a house we used to pass as we traveled to 

and from north Alabama to visit our family. Its story well 

illustrates the point I’m trying to make. On one trip we 

saw that the foundation of the house had been laid. Some 

weeks later we drove by and noticed that the walls had 

been erected. Not long after that we passed the house and 

saw that some additional progress had been made, though 

the roofing had not yet been added. In our trips over the 

ensuing months we noticed that nothing else had been 

done to the house. There was a foundation, some wood 

and that was it. For over a year it remained that way. A 

closer look revealed that the house was deteriorating. 
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Mold and mildew had developed to the point that it 

looked as though someone had splattered black paint all 

over it. Whether for financial reasons or other, the builder 

had let the house go. Considering the lines of the house, it 

looked like it would have been a beautiful structure had 

the builder brought it to completion. It turned into a wreck 

that was eventually torn down. 

As we walk with God by faith, we must build upon 

that faith daily. Since faith comes from God’s Word 

(Romans 10:17), this means that we must constantly delve 

into the Sacred Scriptures. Opening our Bibles once or 

twice a year will not build us up as we ought to be built 

up. Even three times a week is not sufficient. The Lord 

has not chained the Bible to the pulpit and limited its use 

to the confines of a church building. Instead, He has made 

His Word available for our profit at all times and in all 

places. 

Let us begin each day with a renewed commitment 

that we are going to add to our faith during the upcoming 

waking hours. Let us be instant in prayer and constant in 

Bible study lest our fortresses of faith weaken and drop 

through. 

God has designed the Christian life to be a growth 

process. Had He left us without aid for that growth, we 

would be helpless indeed. God has given us His precious 

Word. In II Timothy 3:15, the apostle Paul wrote that the 

Scriptures are able to make us wise unto salvation. In 

verses sixteen and seventeen he declared that the 

Scriptures are profitable “for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man 

of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 

works.” 

Because of the Bible’s ability to equip us completely 

in this life and prepare us for the next, and because of 

God’s readiness to provide for His children, we have only 

ourselves to blame if we are weak in faith. If we worry 
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and doubt, it is not God’s fault. If we lose our souls in 

eternity, it will not be God’s fault. If you were broke and 

a man offered you a million dollars and you refused to 

take it, it would not be the fault of that philanthropist if 

you were still broke. God has offered the gift of eternal 

life (Romans 6:23) and sufficient blessings in this life 

(Matthew 6:33) if we will be faithful to Him. If we reject 

His loving offer and forfeit His blessings, the finger of 

blame must be pointed directly at us and no one else. 

Dear reader, resolve today to grow DAILY in the 

faith. Such firm commitment will lead you into the walk 

with God not unlike that enjoyed by Enoch and will 

enable you to be spared, not from physical death, but from 

spiritual separation from God in eternity. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Faith must grow in order for it to be the living 

faith that pleases God. 

2. T – F: We should expect to be spared from physical 

death if we walk with God like Enoch did. 

3. T – F: According to the prophet Amos, two do not 

have to agree in order to walk together. 

4. T – F: Opening our Bibles only during worship 

periods and Bible classes is not enough study 

of God’s Word. 

5. T – F: Enoch is mentioned a countless number of 

times in the Bible. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Living faith: A) is continually growing; B) stops 

growing at conversion; C) is not necessary to be 

pleasing to God. 

2. A person who loses his soul must blame: A) God; B) 

his friends and family; C) himself. 
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3. Christians who stop growing in the faith: A) become 

apathetic toward the Lord and His church; B) are the 

strongest Christians; C) set a great example for those 

outside the church. 

4. That which completely equips us for this life and the 

next is: A) a denominational creed book; B) the Bible; 

C) How to Win Friends and Influence People by 

Norman Vincent Peale. 

5. Living faith is expansive, extensive and: A) 

exasperating; B) expensive; C) exponential. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1.  “And Enoch ____________ with ___________ and 

was not; for God _______________ him.” 

2. “And as it is appointed unto ________ once to _____, 

but after this the _______________.” 

3. “For when for the time ye ought to be ___________ 

ye have need that one ____________ you again which 

be the _____________ _________________ of the 

____________ of God; and are become such as have 

need of _____________ and not of strong 

_________.” 

4. “Can _________ walk ______________ except they 

be __________________?” 

5. “For the ______________ of sin is death; but the 

____________ of __________ is eternal __________ 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What are some other Bible passages that show we 

should grow in faith? _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

2. Can we pray to God for increased faith? __________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. Why is living faith expensive? _________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

4. What lessons can we learn from Enoch’s exemption 

from death? ________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. Discuss the translation of Elijah as recorded in II 

Kings 2. What kind of man was Elijah? __________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. Does the record of these men’s lives give proof of an 

afterlife? Explain your answer. _________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. Why is spiritual death so much worse than physical 

death? _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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8. List some things in life out of which we expect growth 

(e.g., children). Why do we expect them to grow? 

What do we do to help them grow? ______________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. What are some of the fundamentals of the faith? What 

effect does it have on the church if we do not grow 

beyond the knowledge of these fundamentals? _____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

10. Does growing beyond the fundamentals of the faith 

mean that we should forget them? Explain your 

answer. ____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

11. Why do some Christians stop desiring to grow in 

faith? _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. What are some signs that a Christian is no longer 

growing in faith? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

13. Discuss the first part of Hebrews 5:12: “For when for 

the time ye ought to be teachers…” ______________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. Besides engaging in personal Bible study at home, 

what else can we do to increase our faith? _________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. Discuss the value of the Scriptures as mentioned in II 

Timothy 3:15-17. ___________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto 

spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 

I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto 

ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 

For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you 

envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and 

walk as men?” 
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Chapter Four 

Living Faith 

Respects God’s Power 
Noah – Genesis 6:1-7:10 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not 

seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to 

the saving of his house; by the which he 

condemned the world, and became heir of the 

righteousness which is by faith." (Hebrews 11:7) 

 

The definition of living faith is clearly seen in Paul’s 

brief tribute to Noah. The master boatman had not 

experienced the things of which God had warned him, yet 

he moved swiftly in obedience to the Lord’s commands. 

How rapidly and poignantly ought this to bring to our 

minds the need to obey our God regardless of what WE 

can see. Like Noah and the others of his day, our vision is 

limited. But like Noah and unlike the majority of men and 

women of his time, we need to look to the future with the 

eye of faith and believe God’s warnings and promises for 

He is the ruler of all time, be it past, present or future. 

Addressing the Almighty, the Psalmist wrote, “My times 

are in thy hand.” (Psalm 31:15). 

Like His ancestor, Enoch, Noah was a just and 

righteous man who walked with God (Genesis 6:9). In a 

world overrun with wickedness, Noah stood out as the 

birth and shining light that the Lord expected him to be 

and which He still expects His people to be (Matthew 

5:14-16). 

Genesis 6:11-12 gives this description of the world in 

the days of Noah: "The earth also was corrupt before God, 

and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked 
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upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh 

had corrupted his way upon the earth." 

With the threefold desire to cleanse the earth, punish 

the disobedient and separate the righteous from the 

wicked, Jehovah announced His plans to Noah to open the 

floodgates of the skies. Forty days and forty nights this 

rain was to come pouring down and flood the earth 

(Genesis 7:4). All living creatures, be they man or beast, 

would be destroyed, save those in the ark which Noah 

was to build (Genesis 7:23). 

The glorious attribute of faith found in the life of 

Noah is that he respected God’s power. More than that, he 

respected God’s power when he had not yet seen God 

demonstrate His might in the way that He was promising 

to do. 

There had not been a rainstorm and a flood of this 

magnitude up until this time. Besides this, well over a 

hundred years elapsed between the time of God’s warning 

of the flood and the flood itself. Don’t you know that day 

after day, as Noah labored in the construction of the ark, 

his friends and neighbors mocked and harassed him? Did 

Noah flinch in his faith? Did he waver and doubt even 

though his neighbors probably considered him a mad man 

and a fool? The Bible gives no indication that his faith 

faltered even slightly. With no rain or flooding in sight, 

Noah set out to build the ark at God’s command. Four 

times in Moses’ records of the events preceding the flood 

it is written that Noah did according to all that God 

commanded him (Genesis 6:22; 7:5,9,16). 

Why did Noah so readily obey the Lord even though 

he did not see the torrential rains until years after God’s 

initial command to build the ark? It is because he 

respected the power of God. He did not have to see God 

flood the earth before He would believe that the Lord 

would do it. Had he waited until he could see it, he 

certainly would not have had time to build the ark and he 
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and his family would have been swept away in the waters 

with the rest of civilization. But Noah believed that God 

had the ability to do what He said before He did it. 

It is no small matter that Noah did all that God 

commanded him. Some today would insist that Noah did 

not really need to build the ark exactly according to the 

specifications given by God. Had he made it a cubit or 

two longer or wider or higher, he would have pleased the 

Lord, or so it is contended. Had he chosen to make five 

windows instead of one, his additions to God’s plan 

would have been acceptable, or so some suggest. “After 

all, Noah was serving God sincerely and that is all that 

really mattered.” 

The preceding paragraph represents a contemporary 

attitude which is not at all rare. It is the rationale whereby 

some seek to alter God’s plan of salvation, His pattern for 

the church and His stipulations for acceptable worship. 

“What really matters is not what we do but how we do it,” 

they say. 

Such an attitude is not the living faith that saves. Had 

Noah possessed that frame of mind, he would have 

drowned with the rest of the world. It did matter to God 

how Noah carried out His instructions. All the sincerity 

and heart in all of creation would not have spared him had 

he altered God’s commands. The same holds true today. 

Mankind has no more right to change the Word of God in 

this day and age than Noah had the right to change it in 

his day. Noah adhered to God’s instructions because of 

his living faith, his unwavering belief that God had the 

power to bring the floods and his unswerving conviction 

that he needed to obey the words of God in order to be 

spared from the destruction. 

With this aspect of living faith in our minds, let’s 

launch forth into some other areas in which living faith 

respects God’s power. At the core of this is the simple 

fact that living faith follows God’s Word completely 
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because this faith recognizes God’s power to perform 

what He has promised to perform. 

God has promised to save sinful men and women 

from their sins and give them eternal life. This precious 

plan of salvation can be found on page after page of His 

beautiful Bible. Its preparation began early on (I 

Corinthians 2:7; Colossians 1:26). Its realization came 

through the life and death of Jehovah’s only begotten Son, 

Jesus the Christ (John 3:16). Its culmination shall be 

found when those who have obeyed the conditions of 

obtaining this salvation and eternal life shall go to be with 

the Lord in heaven. 

Living faith respects God’s power to save and 

condemn. Because of this, those who possess living faith 

will follow nothing but the Word of God. They know that 

no book from the mind of men can lead them to salvation 

and heaven (II Timothy 3:16-17). Thus, they believe in 

Jesus as the Christ (John 8:24), repent of their sins (Acts 

2:38), make a public confession of their faith in Jesus 

Christ (Matthew 10:32,33), are immersed in water for the 

forgiveness of their sins through the blood of Christ 

(Mark 16:16; I Peter 3:21) and continue to live faithfully 

after becoming Christians (Revelation 2:10). 

Those who possess living faith know that we all shall 

be judged by the Word of God (John 12:48; Revelation 

20:12). They know that to obey another gospel than that 

which God has given us is to face certain condemnation in 

the day of judgment (Galatians 1:8-9; II John 9). 

Not only does living faith respect God’s power to 

save, it respects God’s power to give a book, THE book, 

that is verbally inspired. Living faith rejects the theory of 

thought inspiration which insists that the writers of the 

Bible were given thoughts by the Holy Spirit and then 

were permitted to write those thoughts in words that they 

considered appropriate. Living faith rejects mechanical 

inspiration which makes the writers into mindless 
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machines. Living faith understands the truth of the Bible 

that it was written by men who, word for word, wrote 

what the Holy Spirit told them to write (see Exodus 24:4; 

Revelation 2:1,8,12,18; 3:1,7,14). 

Many people have great difficulty with the verbal, 

plenary inspiration of the Bible. Perhaps it’s because they 

limit God. They do not have respect for God’s power. On 

the other hand, those who have living faith never 

underestimate the ability of the God of all creation. 

Passages like the second chapter of I Corinthians 

make it so clear that the Bible was verbally inspired by 

God. Those who accept this have respect for the Bible as 

well as for its Author. Those who reject it are carried 

about by every wind of doctrine and are as unstable as a 

feather in a hurricane. 

Living faith respects God’s power to create and thus 

does not accept any other explanation of the origin of the 

world than that given in the Bible. Evolution is rejected. 

The false compromise of theistic evolution is labeled for 

the error that it is. Just as Noah had no doubts that God 

could produce a forty day and forty night rainfall that 

would cover the earth with water, those today who 

possess living faith entertain no doubts as to God’s ability 

to masterfully mold a universe in a literal six day period. 

There are many more areas of God’s power that living 

faith respects but space will not permit a discussion of 

them here. Let us sum up these thoughts with a statement 

made by the apostle Paul. 

In Acts 26 we find the apostle to the Gentiles standing 

before king Agrippa as well as many of his detractors. He 

knew that he had been persecuted for teaching the truth 

about Jesus being the Christ and the resurrection from the 

dead. He asked, “Why should it be thought a thing 

incredible with you, that God should raise the dead?” 

(Acts 26:8). 
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Paul marveled at the lack of respect that these men 

had for the power of God (also see Matthew 22:23-33). If 

Jehovah could create the world in six days, cause a world-

wide flood, deliver His people from Egypt, etc., why 

should He not be able to raise the dead? 

As this applies to this lesson, we must ask, “Why 

should we think that God’s power is limited in any area, 

save those in which He has limited Himself?” Can He not 

make a plan for saving man from sin? Indeed He can. Can 

He not give an inerrant, verbally inspired book? Indeed 

He can. Can He not create the world in a literal six day 

period? Indeed He can. Those who possess living faith 

accept this. 

In the Bible we find numerous examples of men and 

women who limited God in their own minds, only to 

discover that He is omnipotent. Sin-stained, Adam and 

Eve tried to hide from God, as if He was not able to see 

their every move. They were, however, made aware of 

His all-seeing eye (Genesis 3:8). The Syrians thought that 

the God of the Israelites could only win battles for His 

people in the hills and not in the plains. When they tried 

to fight Israel in the plains, they learned they were in error 

(I Kings 20:23). Ananias and Sapphira attempted to lie to 

God, as if He did not know where every cent of their 

money went. They discovered that the perceptiveness of 

God penetrates even the human heart (Acts 5:1-11). 

Because living faith respects God’s power, living faith 

seeks to do ALL of God’s will. It does not try to change it 

by adding to or subtracting from it. Such actions would 

provoke God to anger (Deuteronomy 4:2; Proverbs 30:6; 

Revelation 22:18-19). 

Let each of us follow Noah’s example and walk by the 

living faith by which he walked, acknowledging that God 

is all powerful and refusing to go beyond or come short of 

His will. Respect for God’s power will cause us to move 
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swiftly in obedience to His Word, the results of which 

will be eternal life in heaven. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: There had been several world-wide floods 

prior to the one in Noah’s day. 

2. T – F: Society in Noah’s day was very corrupt. 

3. T – F: Shortening the ark by just one cubit would not 

have made any difference in the eyes of God. 

4. T – F: Noah’s neighbors likely ridiculed and harassed 

him as he built the ark. 

5. T – F: Sincerity cannot take the place of doing God’s 

will. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Noah’s faith: A) was unwavering and strong; B) grew 

weaker as the years passed between God’s initial 

instructions to build the ark and the actual time of the 

flood; C) collapsed under the pressures of society. 

2. The power to save or condemn belongs to: A) Satan; 

B) Gospel preachers; C) God. 

3. God’s Word, the Bible, was written by: A) men who 

wrote what they thought God would want them to 

write; B) men who received each word by the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit; C) a committee of 

philosophers and theologians. 

4. The true record of how the world was created can be 

found in: A) evolution; B) theistic evolution; C) the 

Genesis account. 

5. Adding to or subtracting from the Word of God: A) 

pleases the Lord; B) angers the Lord; C) does not 

matter to the Lord. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 
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1. “These are the generations of __________. Noah was 

a __________ man and __________ in his 

generations, and Noah ________ with God.” 

2. “Thus did Noah; according to ____________ that 

__________ __________________ him, so did he.” 

3. “Then ____________ said unto them, ____________, 

and be _______________ every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ _________ the ______________ 

of ________, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost.” 

4. “Ye do ____, not knowing the ______________, nor 

the ___________ of God.” 

5. “__________ thou not unto his ________ lest he 

_____________ thee, and thou be found a ________.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Consider the example of Noah and discuss the 

powerful influence that one person can have in this 

world. ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. Can we learn anything from the fact that the ones who 

were saved from the flood were all members of 

Noah’s family? ______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

3. Discuss the comparison between the events 

surrounding the flood and baptism as seen in I Peter 

3:19-22. ____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 



 43 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

4. Discuss the contrast between the flood and the final 

day of this earth as presented in II Peter 3. ________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

5. Discuss Matthew 24:36-41. In what way does this 

passage verify the literal occurrence of a world-wide 

flood in the days of Noah? _____________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

6. Does the account of the flood show us a spiteful God 

or does it show a balance of Divine justice and mercy? 

Explain your answer. _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

7. I Samuel 15:29 reads, “And also the strength of Israel 

will not lie or repent: for he is not a man, that he 

should repent.” Genesis 6:6 says, “And it repented the 

Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it 

grieved him at his heart.” Is there a contradiction here, 

with one saying that God does not need to repent and 

another saying that God did repent? Explain your 

answer. _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

8. How does God warn men today? ________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

9. What are some of the warnings God gives us? _____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

10. What happen to us in eternity if we refuse to heed 

God’s warnings? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

11. Which would have been more sinful, for Noah to add 

one cubit or a hundred cubits to the ark’s size, or 

would one be no more sinful that the other? Explain 

your answer. ________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

12. Is any one sin worse than another? Explain your 

answer. _____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

13. Name some ways in which God has demonstrated His 

power to mankind. ___________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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14. How would rejection of the verbal, plenary inspiration 

of the Bible change one’s attitude toward the Word of 

God? ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

15. What are some other ways in which men, in their own 

minds, limit the power of God? _________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“The word of the Lord came again to me saying, Son of 

man, when the land sinneth against me by trespassing 

grievously, then will I stretch out mind hand upon it, and 

will break the staff of the bread thereof, and will send 

famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it. 

Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in 

it, they should deliver but their own souls by their 

righteousness, saith the Lord God.” 
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Chapter Five 

Living Faith 

Accepts God’s Will as Supreme 
Abraham – Genesis 12:1-5 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into 

a place which he should after receive for an 

inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 

whither he went." (Hebrews 11:8) 

 

Having read only four chapters of this book, you have 

probably already noticed a great deal of emphasis on 

following the Word of God. I make no apologies if you 

find this emphasis in each of the thirteen chapters of this 

volume for, as has been noted before, the Bible is our 

source of faith. To practice and teach things not 

authorized therein is sinful (Romans 14:23). To go 

beyond the Word of God is to displease the Lord (II John 

9). Living faith comes ONLY from the Bible and that is 

why throughout this book you will read of the need to 

actively obey the Bible. 

Of all the individuals who have walked this good 

earth, only Moses and Jesus Christ are given more space 

in Divine writings than Abraham. As we read God’s 

Word we come across the names “Abram” (his 

appellation before God changed it to a more suitable one) 

and “Abraham” some 306 times. This “father of a great 

multitude” (the meaning of the name, “Abraham”) serves 

as a model of living faith, the faith that accepts God’s will 

as supreme. 

In his beloved homeland, Ur of the Chaldees, 

Abraham had grown up with his brothers, Nahor and 

Haran under the guiding hand of their father, Terah. It 

was in his native land that he met the beautiful woman, 
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Sarai (later known as Sarah) and took her for his wife. In 

his record of the early days of Abraham, the inspired 

writer of the book of Genesis was quick to note that Sarai 

“was barren; she had no child.” (Genesis 11:30). 

Knowledge of this fact is essential to an understanding of 

Abraham’s living faith, especially when we consider the 

fact that Abraham was willing to sacrifice that son for 

whom he had waited so many years (Genesis 22:1ff). He 

did not consider anything on earth too costly to give for 

the Lord. 

Terah led Abraham, Sarah and their relative, Lot out 

of Ur of the Chaldees to the village of Haran. It was in 

this place that Terah completed his full life and was 

gathered unto his people at the age of 205 (Genesis 

11:32). It was also in this location that Abraham received 

two promises from God. “I will make thee a great nation, 

and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou 

shalt be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:2). “And I will bless 

them that bless thee, and curse them that curseth thee: and 

in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 

12:3). 

These promises were conditional and before Abraham 

could receive them, he had to meet the condition. It was 

by no means an easy one to meet. It would require 

sacrifice, self-discipline and, above all, faith. “Now the 

Lord said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and 

from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will shew thee.” 

(Genesis 12:1). 

Consider for a moment the difficulty of meeting this 

condition in your own life. You dwell among family and 

friends. You enjoy a comfortable living. Your feet are 

firmly planted in the community in which you live and 

you have a wonderful sense of security. However, you 

must give it all up and go out, you know not where. The 

security of “having roots,” a basic desire of mankind, is 

not guaranteed you. What should you do? 
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This is the decision that confronted Abraham. His 

choice was to go where God wanted him to go and it 

appears that there was no question in his mind as to what 

he would do. 

If someone told you that they would give you your 

choice of a million dollars (tax free) or a houseful of 

rattlesnakes, you really would not have much of a 

decision to make, would you? The answer would be clear-

cut. You would take the million dollars. That is how 

clear-cut the answer was in Abraham’s mind. “God said 

it. I will do it.” 

Dear readers, THAT is living faith. As we strive to be 

pleasing unto God, may we realize that there should be no 

difficult decision to be made in our own minds in regard 

to whether or not we do His will. We MUST do His will 

as it is written in the Bible if we are to be pleasing to 

Him. It would be wonderful if that fact was obvious to 

every man and woman on earth. Wouldn’t it be great if 

the matter of choosing between God’s will and our own 

fleshly will was as clear-cut in all human minds as the 

matter of choosing between a million dollars and a 

houseful of rattlesnakes? 

Abraham accepted God’s will as supreme. Even 

though the weakness of the flesh might have prompted 

him to stay settled, he overcame it with a spirit, a living 

faith, which excelled (see Matthew 26:41). 

Notice the forthright nature of Genesis 12:4. God had 

just told the loyal patriarch to leave and had given him the 

Divine promises. Verse four reads, “So Abraham 

departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him.” It is clear 

that Abraham had no qualms about going out at God’s 

command. The Christian martyr, Stephen indicated the 

same as, standing before his persecutors, he recounted the 

history of God’s people (Acts 7:3,4). The author of the 

letter to the Hebrews echoed this (Hebrews 11:8). 
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The reason for Abraham’s willingness to go is simply 

that he accepted God’s will as supreme. He had no desire 

for earthly wealth if it conflicted with God’s will. His 

interest was not in stately mansions or expansive estates if 

they were at cross purposes with the will of God. He 

readily proceeded to leave Haran for a life of wandering 

and tent dwelling because “he looked for a city which 

hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.” 

(Hebrews 11:10). 

He did not know where he was going. In fact, he 

never even saw the fulfillment of the promises. Acts 7:5 

says, “(God) gave him none inheritance in it (Canaan), no, 

not so much as to set his foot on: yet he promised that he 

would give it to him for a possession, and to his seed after 

him when as yet he had no child.” Still, Abraham had 

faith in the promises of God. 

This lesson is not about waiting around for God to 

audibly speak to us and tell us what to do. Those who 

wait for such neither consider the Bible’s teaching 

regarding the cessation of miracles (I Corinthians 13:8-

13) nor the fact that God now speaks through His Son 

whose words we have in the New Testament (Hebrews 

1:1-2). The fact that the “messages” and “visions” that 

some claim to receive from God today often conflict 

proves that they are merely manifestations of active 

human imaginations. God speaks today through His 

written Word, the Bible, and in no other way. 

This lesson is not about giving up everything, selling 

our houses, quitting our jobs and going off to strange 

lands. Although earthly possessions CAN stand in the 

way of service to God (I Timothy 6:10), and often DO 

(Mark 10:17-22), they can be used for the good of God’s 

cause and to His glory (I Timothy 6:17-19). However, 

when they do cause us to go against the will of God, then 

they ought to be relinquished. Nothing in this life is worth 

having if it means losing your soul in eternity. 
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This lesson IS about accepting God’s will as supreme 

for this is a trait of living faith. Daily we fight an internal 

battle between Satan’s will and God’s will. The white flag 

has been waved by many a person who has chosen to 

surrender to Satan’s forces. The spiritual infirmary is 

filled with others whose faith in God is faltering. Only a 

relative few bravely continue to fly the banner of living 

faith and fight to drive worldliness from their lives. Those 

who do continue to fight know that God will win out in 

the end (Revelation 21). This is why they continually 

strive to empty themselves of their human desires and 

replace them with the will of the Father. 

In gray Gethsemane the Son of God prayed to the 

Father, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from 

me: nevertheless, not my will, but thine, be done.” (Luke 

22:42). Jesus came to this earth for the express purpose of 

doing the Father’s will (Hebrews 10:7). Having done it, 

the sweet Savior’s lips formed these final words before 

His death: “It is finished.” (John 19:30). In I Peter 2:21 

the apostle left instruction that we are to follow in the 

steps of our Savior. Let none of us cease from exalting 

God’s will in our lives. 

So much depends upon our desire to abide by the will 

of God. Our prayers must be offered according to the 

Lord’s will, else they will not be heard (I John 5:14). Our 

very abode in eternity is dependent upon our doing the 

will of God, for “he that doeth the will of God abideth 

forever.” (I John 2:17). 

The Divine will is revealed to us in the Bible. All that 

we know to do to be pleasing to God comes from the 

Bible. Each of us needs to learn how to incorporate the 

teachings of the Holy Book into our lives. We need to go 

beyond reading it just for the sake of saying that we have 

read the Bible. Doubtless there are many of us who could 

proudly announce that we have read the Bible from cover 
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to cover. How many of us actually read it for the purpose 

of learning and obeying God’s will? 

There is no room for argument as we walk with God 

in living faith. A popular saying is, “God said it. I believe 

it. That settles it.” Ought we not rather say, “God said it 

and that settles it”? Regardless of how we feel about it or 

how many people believe or disbelieve it, if it is the will 

of God, it is right. 

In our worship we must accept God’s will as supreme 

and worship according to the New Testament pattern. In 

our desire to be saved from sins we must accept God’s 

will as supreme and obey the Divine requirements for 

salvation. In everyday life we must accept God’s will as 

supreme and live pure and holy lives (I Peter 1:15-16). In 

our day to day existences we must accept God’s will as 

supreme and trust that He will always be with us and give 

us what is best as we follow Him (Hebrews 13:5). 

The will of the world renders nothing but trouble. 

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 

thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25). “O Lord, 

I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in 

man that walketh to direct his steps (Jeremiah 10:23). 

Working the will of the world reaps the wages of eternal 

death (Romans 6:23). 

Note carefully and prayerfully the example set by 

Abraham and the lessons learned from his living faith. 

Enslave your own human will and exalt the will of God 

and you will be pleasing in His sight. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: We should follow the Bible PLUS man-made 

creed books. 
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2. T – F: We should follow the Bible PLUS the 

“revelations from God” that people today 

claim to be receiving. 

3. T – F: We should follow only the parts of the Bible 

that we feel like following. 

4. T – F: We should follow the Bible and the Bible 

only, neither adding to nor subtracting from it. 

5. T – F: We must do more than just read the Bible. We 

must both read AND obey it. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. The name of Abraham is mentioned in the Bible: A) 

very few times; B) over 300 times; C) just once. 

2. The Bible is a book full of: A) fairy tales; B) fictitious 

characters; C) events that happened to real people in 

history. 

3. Upon receiving God’s instruction to leave his 

homeland, Abraham: A) quickly and willingly 

departed; B) said, “Send someone else”; C) made 

excuses as to why he could not go. 

4. To pray, “Thy will be done” is to: A) water down 

prayer and lessen its power; B) show a lack of faith; 

C) follow the Bible pattern for prayer and accept the 

fact that God knows better than we do what is best for 

us. 

5. We should abide by the will of God: A) only in the 

way in which we worship Him; B) in all facets of life, 

in every place and at every time; C) only in teaching 

what one must do to become a Christian. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “Whosoever __________________ and abideth not in 

the _____________ of Christ, hath not God. He that 

_________________ in the doctrine of ___________, 

he hath both the _______________ and the Son.” 
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2. “_____________ and _____________, that ye enter 

not into _____________________; the __________ 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is __________.” 

3. “Saying, Father, if thou be _____________ remove 

this ________ from me: nevertheless, not my _______ 

but __________ be done.” 

4. “And the ____________ passeth away, and the lust 

thereof: but he that __________ the will of _______ 

abideth ____________.” 

5. “For the wages of ________ is death; but the _______ 

of God is _____________ life through ___________ 

____________ our Lord.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Is it possible to overemphasize the importance of the 

Bible’s role in our lives? Explain your answer. _____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. What is the result in people’s lives when they 

underemphasize the importance of the Bible as the 

source of faith? ______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. In what ways do non-Christians show that they have 

little interest in what the Bible teaches? ___________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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4. In what ways do Christians show that they have little 

interest in what the Bible teaches? _______________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. What can be done to heighten the interest of non-

Christians and Christians alike in serious study of the 

Bible? ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. Why did the Holy Spirit select Abraham as a member 

of “The Faithful Hall of Fame” in Hebrews 11? _____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. It can be said that Abraham stepped out on faith. What 

are some ways in which we step out on faith today? 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

8. What are some of the blessings and/or difficulties 

involved in stepping out on faith? _______________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. Discuss Jesus’ statement in Matthew 26:41. _______ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

10. Why do people still claim that God audibly speaks to 

them? ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

11. Discuss Paul’s instructions to wealthy Christians in I 

Timothy 6:17-19. _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. Discuss each piece of the spiritual armor that God has 

given Christians to use in their battle with Satan. ____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

13. How does one pray according to God’s will? _______ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. How long must a person continue to do the will of 

God? ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. Discuss Isaiah 55:8-9. ________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 

my Father which is in heaven.” 
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Chapter Six 

Living Faith 

Conquers Doubts 
Sarah – Genesis 18:9-15 

 

Memory Work:  

"Through faith also Sarah herself received strength to 

conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she 

was past age, because she judged him faithful who 

had promised." (Hebrews 11:11) 

 

As human beings, we will have doubts. Even as 

Christians, from time to time we will have doubts. 

Focusing on our own inabilities fills us with these doubts. 

As is evident in the life of Sarah, living faith conquers 

doubts. 

In the days of the patriarchs, it was an honor for a 

wife to give birth. As Rebekah was leaving her homeland 

to go and be joined in marriage to Isaac, her family 

blessed her by saying, “Be thou the mother of thousands 

of millions.” (Genesis 24:60). Several years later the 

Psalmist wrote, “Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: 

and the fruit of the womb is his reward.” (Psalm 127:3). 

What a pity it is that the rushing currents of feminism and 

hedonism have swept away so many wives and caused 

them to scorn the noble and respected occupation of 

motherhood and the equally dignified and much-needed 

role of full-time homemaker. 

Considering the high value that the people of Sarah’s 

day placed on bearing children, it is not difficult to 

understand Sarah’s dismay at being childless for so many 

years. In desperation, she even devised a plan whereby 

her handmaid, Hagar would conceive by Abraham, 

figuring that she could have children via Hagar (Genesis 

16:11ff). This, however, was not God’s plan. To fulfill 
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His promise to Abraham that he would become a great 

nation (Genesis 12:2), Jehovah demanded no less than 

that Abraham’s heir come from the womb of Sarah. 

At the age of ninety-nine, Abraham was told by God 

that Sarah would bear him a son whose name would be 

Isaac (Genesis 17:15-19). With great glee, Abraham took 

God at His word. Sarah, however, met the promise with 

doubt. Genesis 18:12 says that she laughed at the thought 

of a ninety year old woman and a one hundred year old 

man producing children. 

The seed of doubt had been sown in the mind of this 

“princess” (the meaning of Sarah’s name). Had that seed 

been fertilized with human weakness and self-trust, it 

doubtless would have grown into skepticism, agnosticism 

or even atheism. Thankfully, Sarah possessed living faith 

in Almighty God and thus eventually looked outside of 

herself and up toward Jehovah. 

Upon expressing her doubt within herself, Sarah’s 

thoughts were quickly made known by the heavenly 

guests visiting her home. Like most of us do when we are 

caught red-handed in something, Sarah denied that she 

had questioned the power of the Almighty. Nevertheless, 

the doubt had been revealed by the Revealer of minds and 

was met with a question that continues to produce 

wonderful thoughts in the minds of followers of God. “Is 

anything too hard for the Lord?” (Genesis 18:14). 

Although Sarah’s faith wavered under the weight of 

doubt, let us credit her with overcoming this doubt. Why 

did she show an interest in trying to conceive? It was 

because she had living faith. Although she was skeptical 

about the promise at first, she soon accepted it as being 

genuine. She had heard the word of the Lord and she had 

“judged him faithful who had promised.” (Hebrews 

11:11). 

It is human to doubt. Pessimists doubt everything and 

are not hesitant to tell others that they doubt everything. 
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Optimists have doubts too, although they may not admit 

that they do. 

Most, if not all, Christians have entertained doubts at 

one time or another. Who among us has not doubted the 

goodness of God, if not His very existence, when we are 

beset with personal difficulties? 

There are two different reactions to the doubt 

mentioned in the previous paragraph. One is to slough it 

off as unimportant. Those who do this never grow as 

Christians, are carried about by every wind of doctrine, 

and eventually go away from the Lord. The other reaction 

is to study, to delve deeply into the Word of God. Those 

who do this realize that God is alive. Future temptations 

to doubt God’s goodness slide off like raindrops off a 

window because these Christians have laid that solid 

foundation. They have living faith, and no person, 

circumstance or any other thing can make them doubt 

God. Their living faith has come through a sincere, 

intense study of the Word of God. 

Find the person, non-Christian or Christian, who has 

either heard the truth and never believed or who has 

stopped believing in God and you have found a person 

who has let doubts rule his mind. Find the person who 

challenges the authority of the Bible and you have 

discovered an individual who once had doubts about said 

authority and who has since given in to these doubts. But 

find the person who will not let go of his faith in God and 

His Word, who will not give even an inch for 

compromise, who will take the beating the world has to 

give and come back an even stronger Christian and you 

have found an individual who has carefully laid the 

spiritual foundation in his life through Bible study, prayer 

and obedience to the Lord. You have found an individual 

who possesses living faith. 

What a pitiable and unenviable position is held by 

those, even in the Lord’s church, who insist that we can’t 
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know anything spiritually. How they must be tormented 

with needless doubts and worries day and night. They say 

that we cannot know that God exists, we cannot know that 

Jesus is the Christ, we cannot know that the Bible is 

God’s inspired Word, we cannot know what God expects 

us to do to please Him. They say it is arrogant for anyone 

to say that he or she knows any of these things. 

Dear reader, of all the things about which God does 

not want you to have doubts, He especially wants you to 

not be doubtful when it comes to the matters of His 

existence, His offer of salvation, His way of salvation, His 

Son and His inspired Word. God has not induced the 

doubts that men and women have about these matters. 

Satan is their author and he takes great delight in hearing 

people, especially Christians, falsely claim that we cannot 

know anything. 

Jesus affirmed that we can know the truth (John 8:32). 

Read the first epistle of John. The Holy Spirit laced that 

latter with the word, “know.” The Lord told Moses, “Ye 

shall know that I am the Lord your God.” (Exodus 16:12). 

Job declared, “For I know that my redeemer liveth.” (Job 

19:25). 

If you are looking for a religion of doubt, don’t look 

to true Christianity. If you are searching for a book of 

doubt, don’t open the Bible. Christianity is based upon a 

living faith produced by the Bible. It is this faith that 

conquers doubt and overcomes the world (I John 5:4-5). 

Doubt takes its shape in a variety of forms, not the 

least of which is worry. Is there anything over which 

humans expend more worry and frustration than simple 

day to day provisions? Is there anything that many 

Christians worry about more than whether or not they will 

have what they need in regard to material things? 

In Philippians 4:6 the apostle Paul gave the 

exhortation to “be careful for nothing.” He meant that we 

are not to be anxious or worried about anything. Why 
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would he need to give this exhortation if it was not a 

problem which even we who are Christians occasionally 

face? 

Hear what Jesus had to say in regard to being overly 

concerned about worldly provisions: 

 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for 

your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, 

what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat. 

and the body is more than raiment. Consider the 

ravens: for they neither sow nor reap; which 

neither have storehouse nor barn; and God feedeth 

them: how much more are ye better than fowls? 

And which of you with taking thought can add to 

his stature one cubit? If ye then be not able to do 

that which is least, why take ye thought for the 

rest? Consider the lilies how they grow: they toil 

not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, that 

Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 

of these. If then God so clothe the grass, which is 

to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the 

oven; how much more will he clothe you, O ye of 

little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or 

what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful 

mind. For all these things do the nations of the 

world seek after: and your Father knoweth that ye 

have need of these things. (Luke 12:22-30). 

 

According to Thayer’s Lexicon, the word translated, 

“doubtful” in verse 29 means, “by a metaphor taken from 

ships that are tossed about on the deep by winds and 

waves, to cause one to waver or fluctuate in mind; to 

agitate or harass with cares; to render anxious.” Does this 

wavering, harassment and anxiety of mind sound like 

anything you have ever experienced? 
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Relative to what was said in an earlier chapter, if faith 

were oil, then worry would be water for the two are 

incapable of mixing. Living faith drives away worry and 

conquers it. Worry drives away faith and conquers it. In 

which state would you rather live, one in which you are 

always wringing your hands in despair, in which even 

your physical appearance bespeaks your dour, doubtful 

attitude, or one in which you walk day by day with a 

steady confidence that your Father will take care of you? 

Living faith produces this great assurance. 

Much has been spoken and written about worry. 

“Worry gives a small thing a big shadow.” “If a matter is 

not serious enough to pray about, then it is not serious 

enough to worry about – and if it is serious enough to 

pray about, and we have prayed about it, then there is no 

need to worry about it.” 

Two of my favorite illustrations on worry come from  

Knight’s Master Book of New Illustrations by Walker 

Knight (used by permission of Wm. B. Eerdman’s 

Publishing Co.: Grand Rapids, MI). 

 

A French soldier in World War I carried with him 

this little receipt for worry: “Of two things, one is 

certain. Either you are at the front, or you are 

behind the lines. If you are at the front, of two 

things one is certain. Either you are exposed to 

danger, or you are in a safe place. If you are 

exposed to danger, of two things one is certain. 

Either you are wounded, or you are not wounded. 

If you are wounded, of two things one is certain. 

Either you recover, or you die. If you recover, 

there is no need to worry. If you die, you can’t 

worry. SO WHY WORRY? 

 

When we see the lilies spinning in distress, 

Taking thought to manufacture loveliness; 
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When we see the birds building barns for store, 

‘Twill then be time for us to worry – not before. 

 

Living faith overcomes, conquers, drives underground 

the challenges of doubt and worry. When we go to our 

source of faith, we read of how God took care of those 

who loved Him (e.g., I Kings 17:1ff). We see how His 

precious promises were fulfilled and we take courage that 

He will fulfill those He has made to us. 

Psalm 37:5 instructs us to,” Commit thy way unto the 

Lord: trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.” 

Proverbs 16:3 says, “Commit thy works unto the Lord, 

and thy thoughts shall be established.” How can our 

minds succumb to doubtful thoughts if they have been 

established with the Word of God? 

In a sentiment echoed by Peter in I Peter 5:7, the 

Psalmist announced in Psalm 55:22, “Cast thy burden 

upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never 

suffer the righteous to be moved.” 

The sage and inspired advice given by Paul in 

Philippians 4:6 is evidence that the Bible is the world’s 

greatest problem solver. Not only does Paul give 

instruction to worry about nothing, he tells us what to do 

instead. “But in everything by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 

God.” 

The human mind is given to doubts. Sarah found that 

out. All of us have experienced this in our own lives. 

Giving in to these doubts produces a hopeless, gloomy, 

depressing life, one that will gradually move away from 

God. Conquering them gives promise and joy and peace 

(Philippians 4:7) and a stronger resolve to serve the Lord. 

Only living faith conquers doubts. 
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Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Living faith HAS doubts. 

2. T – F: Living faith CONQUERS doubts. 

3. T – F: The people of Sarah’s day considered 

motherhood to be a dull, lifeless, unfulfilling 

profession. 

4. T – F: Sarah was hesitant to believe the promise 

given by the heavenly guests because she 

thought that she and Abraham were too old to 

have children. 

5. T – F: Even faithful Christians occasionally have 

doubts. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. The way to overcome doubt is to: A) study 

psychology and philosophy books; B) study God’s 

Word; C) close our eyes to it and hope it will go 

away. 

2. We should study God’s Word when in doubt because: 

A) His Word is our source of faith; B) if we don’t, the 

Bible class teacher will criticize us; C) it is just as 

good as any other book we could study on the subjects 

of doubt and faith. 

3. Jesus and the other inspired teachers taught that when 

it comes to spiritual matters: A) we can only hope that 

we are right; B) we must take a blind leap of “faith” 

into the dark, unknown realm; C) we can know the 

truth. 

4. Jesus most clearly taught that God: A) could not care 

less about our material needs; B) is not powerful 

enough to take care of our material needs; C) knows 

of our material needs and provides them as His 

faithful children need them. 
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5. The Lord wants His children to be: A) joyful; B) 

depressed; C) full of doubt. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “Is anything too _______ for the Lord? At the ______ 

appointed I will _________ unto thee, according to 

the time of life, and ________ shall have a _______.” 

2. “And ye shall ________ the _________, and the 

_______ shall make you _________.” 

3. “Be __________ for ___________, but in everything 

by ___________ and ______________ with 

_______________ let your ___________ be made 

known unto God.” 

4. “Cast thy __________ upon the Lord, and he shall 

_____________ thee: he shall never suffer the 

______________ to be moved.” 

5. “And the _________ of _________ that passeth all 

________________ shall keep your __________ and 

_____________ through Christ Jesus.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Why were childbirth and motherhood so honorable in 

Sarah’s day? ________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. What was Sarah’s name before God changed it? Why 

did He change her name? ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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3. Considering the name changes of Abraham and Sarah, 

is it really true that there is “nothing in a name”? 

Discuss the importance of this as it relates to the name 

we wear religiously. Many say the name we wear does 

not make any difference. Is that true? _____________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

4. Genesis 17:17 says that Abraham laughed when God 

announced that he would have a son and yet he was 

not rebuked like Sarah was when she laughed? Why? 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

5. Identify the heavenly visitor in Genesis 18:9-15 

known as “the Lord.” _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

6. What kinds of things tend to cause people to doubt 

God’s existence? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

7. How can we convince those who experience these 

things and become doubters that God really does 

exist? ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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8. What kinds of things tend to cause believers in God to 

doubt His Word? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

9. How can we convince them that God’s Word is true? 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

10. How does doubt develop into skepticism, agnosticism 

and even atheism? ___________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

11. How did Sarah know that God would be faithful to 

her? _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

12. Discuss II Timothy 2:12-13. ____________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

13. Why do some claim that we cannot know anything in 

regard to spiritual matters? _____________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

14. Why are faith and worry opposites? ______________ 
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___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

15. Rather than let our minds be filled with doubts, let’s 

think about those things listed in Philippians 4:8. 

Discuss the meaning of each of these. ____________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“Fear thou not, for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I 

am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 

yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 

righteousness.” 
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Chapter Seven 

Living Faith 

Is Sacrificial 
Abraham – Genesis 22:1-18 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith, Abraham, when he was tried, offered up 

Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered 

up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, In 

Isaac shall thy seed be called: Accounting that God 

was able to raise him up, even from the dead: from 

whence he also received him in a figure." (Hebrews 

11:17-19) 

 

For so many years, beloved Abraham had patiently 

waited for God to fulfill His promise regarding the 

pilgrim patriarch’s posterity. When the fulfillment came 

and the heir was provided, Abraham must have greeted 

his birth with the same glee with which he accepted the 

promise (Genesis 17:17). Upward to twenty-five, maybe 

even thirty years after his son’s birth, the father then 

cherished his only begotten boy. Memories were made. 

Link after link of the chain binding parent and child was 

forged with love. Hand in hand the old man and the young 

man walked together in mutual respect and admiration, 

the elder swelling with pride as he watched his son’s 

growth, the younger holding his head up in honor as he 

witnessed his father’s faithfulness. 

Then came a day, THE day, when for all intents and 

purposes it appeared that their walk together would be 

ended. Many a man with such a dear possession would 

cry and complain and plead with God to change His mind 

were he faced with the situation described in the twenty-

second chapter of Genesis. Only a few would be willing 

to give up their sons, much less be the ones to take the 
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lives of their heirs. Abraham, the friend of God, was one 

of the few. The magnitude of his love for Isaac was 

eclipsed only by the intensity of his love for God. 

God’s test, or trial (better words than “temptation”; 

see James 1:13), of Abraham was a severe one. Although 

it takes us less than five minutes to read of this event, we 

must understand that this was more than a five minute 

trial for Abraham. For three days Satan attempted to 

engage him in battle. For three days after receiving God’s 

instructions to slay his son, Abraham had to face Satan’s 

temptations to hold back. He had to face Satan’s 

temptations to let emotional ties choke his faith in God. 

Each step of the approximately twelve mile journey, 

Satan must have intensified his efforts to defeat God’s 

purpose of building up Abraham’s faith. 

Satan’s pleas were useless. He trod upon a deserted 

battlefield where the victory had already been won, for 

Abraham had previously determined that God’s will 

would reign supreme in this matter. Even though 

Abraham himself was expected to sacrifice his son, 

slicing the knife through Isaac’s fair flesh and seeing the 

life disappear from his body, he did not balk in carrying 

out the command of God. That verse three says that 

Abraham “rose up early in the morning” seems to indicate 

that there was no hesitation on his part and that he was 

anxious to be about God’s business. 

What confidence Abraham had in God as he prepared 

to offer his only begotten son. When he and Isaac left 

their traveling companions, Abraham said, “I and the lad 

will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.” 

(Genesis 22:5). Even though he carried in his hands the 

fire that would burn his beloved boy’s body to ashes and 

the knife what would shed his precious blood, Abraham 

STILL had confidence that he AND his son would return. 

And return they did, not as mournful father sans son, but 

as two stronger, more firmly convinced figures of faith. 
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This test of faith authored by God had been passed by 

Abraham with flying colors. 

Poised and ready to tear open the flesh of his bound 

son with the forceful blow of his knife, Abraham 

witnessed first-hand the fact that “God will provide.” The 

point of that blade never touched even so much as a hair 

on Isaac’s body even though Abraham was most willing 

to sacrifice his son at God’s command. The reason for his 

willingness is seen in the words of the inspired tribute 

paid to him by the author of the letter to the Hebrew 

Christians. He trusted “that God was able to raise him up, 

even from the dead.” (Hebrews 11:19). He was convinced 

that, even if his son died, he was in service to the God 

who had the power to bring him back to life. He knew 

that, in life or in death, in time of trial or time of ease, 

God would provide. 

Abraham’s living faith as evidenced by this action is 

spoken of by another inspired writer in another great 

chapter on faith, the second chapter of James. The 

reformer Martin Luther rejected the second chapter of 

James and, in fact, discredited the entire letter because it 

contradicted his belief that one is saved by faith only 

without any demonstrative acts of obedience. Many 

contemporary denominationalists look at the second 

chapter of James and agree with Luther that it does not 

support the teaching that one needs to do more than 

believe in order to be saved. They contend that James was 

talking about good works which a Christian is to do and 

that the chapter has nothing to do with the need to 

actively obey the commands of God (e.g., immersion for 

the forgiveness of sins, faithfulness to worship 

assemblies, adherence to God’s pattern for worship, 

purity in Christian living, etc.) The results are the “once 

saved, always saved” doctrine and the false notion that, as 

long as one is a “good” person, he or she will be saved. 
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A careful look at James chapter two reveals that these 

positions are just not true. James pointed out the need for 

faith that works. He used Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac as 

an example of faith that works. It is important to 

remember that God COMMANDED Abraham to sacrifice 

Isaac. Thus, Abraham acted in response to a COMMAND 

of God. He was not just doing some good work which he 

felt a child of God should do. He acted in OBEDIENCE 

to a command of God. 

The faith of which James wrote is one that obeys the 

commands of God. The works of which he wrote are 

performances of the things that God commands us to do. 

Thus, when James wrote, “Ye see then how that by works 

a man is justified, and not by faith only” (James 2:24), he 

meant to teach that faith only cannot, does not and will 

not save us in any form, shape or fashion. 

What a blessed age ours is. We can go to the Word of 

God and read of examples of faith that tell us so much. 

Abraham’s example speaks volumes to us of the need for 

active obedience and not mere mental assent. Also, 

Abraham’s example speaks to us of a steady confidence 

in God’s promise to provide. Now we turn to another 

lesson we can learn about faith from Abraham’s example. 

Living faith is sacrificial. Living faith can afford to be 

sacrificial because the one who possesses it knows that 

God will provide. 

The life of a faithful child of God is centered around 

giving, is it not? The word “give” and its cognates are 

found over 1,500 times in the Bible. Granted, they are not 

always used in good ways, but we ought to be impressed 

with the emphasis that the Bible places on giving. 

God gave man life (Genesis 2:7). He gave His only 

begotten Son for fallen man (John 3:16). Jesus gave His 

body for our sins (Luke 22:19). The Holy Spirit gave us 

the inspired, written Word (I Corinthians 2:7-13). The 

Sacred Three shall give us victory in death if we will be 
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faithful unto life’s end (I Corinthians 15:57). Our God is a 

giving God. 

Since we serve a giving God, it is no surprise that He 

expects us to give. 

 

“Give, and it shall be given unto you…” (Luke 

6:38) 

 

“Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that 

would borrow of thee turn not thou away.” 

(Matthew 5:42). 

 

“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 

20:35). 

 

But of what are we to give and how are we to give it? 

We are to give of our money (I Corinthians 16:1-2), 

our time and abilities (Mark 16:15) and of ourselves (I 

Thessalonians 2:8). As they hymn says, “Here Lord, I 

give myself away, ‘Tis all that I can do.” 

The way in which we are to give is sacrificially. There 

is no other way for a Christian to give to God and be 

pleasing to Him. We are to give bountifully (II 

Corinthians 9:6). We are to take of the spirit of that poor 

widow about whom we read in Mark 12:41-44 who gave 

her all. We are to follow the example of Jesus (I Peter 

2:21) who sacrificed all for our sakes. 

How can we do this? Satan will tell us that it is not 

possible. He would have each of us write smaller checks 

for the Lord’s work. He would have every one of us 

believe that we do not have the time or talent to give to 

the furtherance of the cause of Christ. He would have all 

Christians believe that the Lord expects too much of us. 

It is the devil’s desire that we give conveniently 

instead of sacrificially when it comes to serving God. 

Most people don’t realize though that while they give to 
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God what is convenient for them, they are giving to Satan 

sacrificially. They are sacrificing faithfulness to God in 

order to fulfill their own earthly pleasures. Every last one 

of us is indeed giving of our possessions sacrificially. 

Some are sacrificing for Satan. Some are sacrificing for 

God. 

How can we be more sacrificial in our giving of 

money, time, abilities and self? It comes via living faith, 

the faith that confidently reassures that “God will 

provide,” the faith that says, “It is impossible for me to 

outgive God.” 

If you trust that God will provide, you will not be 

concerned that perhaps you are giving the Lord too much. 

It is, in fact, impossible to give Him too much. Whatever 

you give Him, you can be assured that He is able to 

restore to you in multiplied quantities, either here (Psalm 

81:10; II Corinthians 9:8) or in eternity (Matthew 25:21-

23). In short, those who possess living faith feel that they 

can afford to give sacrificially and that they cannot afford 

not to. They ask not, “Am I giving too much?” Instead, 

they strive for greater faith that they might learn to give 

more. 

Will you give sacrificially of your earthly goods? God 

will provide so that you will have all you need. Will you 

give sacrificially of your time? Perhaps God, through His 

providence, will provide more free time or perhaps you 

will gain the wisdom to use the time you have more 

efficiently. Will you give sacrificially of yourself? God 

will give to you a most wonderful home in heaven, an 

abode without comparison on earth (John 14:1-4; II 

Timothy 4:7-8). 

Without living faith, a person will grumble and 

complain about how demanding God is, about how He 

expects so much. That person will fill a pew in a church 

building every now and then because he feels that duty 

demands it, but his mind will be elsewhere. He will not, 
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however, be generous in any aspect of his life because he 

has more trust in himself and his possessions than he has 

in God. 

Dear reader, won’t you, through a careful study of the 

life of Abraham, develop the living faith that is 

sacrificial? There is nothing that God is incapable of 

providing for you. There is nothing too costly for you to 

give for the cause of Christ. If you will remember this, 

you will give generously of all that you have for you will 

know that God will provide and that it is impossible for 

any of us to outgive God.  

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Even though Abraham dearly loved Isaac, he 

loved God more. 

2. T – F: God tests or tries us in order to make us sin. 

3. T – F: God allows tests or trials in order to help us 

conquer sin and be more faithful. 

4. T – F: Abraham put off following God’s instructions 

as long as he could. 

5. T – F: Abraham had every confidence that both he 

AND Isaac would return to the servants. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his son because: 

A) he hated him and wanted him dead; B) he was 

mentally disturbed; C) he trusted God and fully 

believed that He could raise Isaac from the dead. 

2. Several verses in the second chapter of James clearly 

point out that faith: A) by itself without further acts of 

obedience will save; B) must be accompanied by 

obedience in order to save; C) is not necessary to be 

pleasing to God. 
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3. Those who possess living faith are sacrificial because: 

A) they know that God will provide; B) they want to 

show off how much they give; C) they are afraid of 

what others will say about them if they give a little. 

4. Since we serve the giving God, we ourselves should: 

A) be willing to give; B) take for granted what He 

gives us; C) take all we can get from others. 

5. We should not be afraid of giving God too much 

because: A) it really doesn’t matter what we give Him 

anyway; B) He is able to give us abundantly more 

than we can give Him; C) He rejects the things we 

offer Him over and above a certain percentage. 

 

 FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “Ye ______ then how that by _______ a man is 

__________ and not by faith __________.” 

2. “I have shewed you all things, how that so _________ 

ye ought to ___________ the _________ and to 

_______________ the words of the Lord Jesus, how 

he said, It is more ___________ to _______ than to 

receive.” 

3. “So being __________________ desirous of you, we 

were ______________ to have ______________ unto 

you, not the __________ of God only, but also our 

own _________, because ye were dear unto us.” 

4. “But this I say, He which soweth _____________ 

shall reap also _____________; and he which soweth 

________________ shall reap also 

_______________.” 

5. “And ________ is able to make all ___________ 

abound toward you; that he, _____________ having 

all _________________ in all things, may 

_____________ to every good work.” 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Why are the words “test” or “trial” better than “tempt” 

in Genesis 22:1? See James 1:13 for help. ________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

2. Does God still permit His children to be tried? If so, 

how? ______________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

3. What is the value of having our faith tested or tried? 

See Romans 5:3-5 and James 1:2-3 for help. _______ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

4. Can we learn a lesson about faith from Isaac in this 

event? Explain your answer. ___________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

5. What comparisons are there between this event and 

the sacrifice of Jesus, God’s only begotten Son? ____ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

6. Would Abraham have been considered faithful if he 

had believed that God would provide and yet refused 

to act on that belief? Why or why not? ____________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

7. Discuss the significance of James 2:17-26. ________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

8. Why is the doctrine of salvation by faith alone so 

popular today? _______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

9. Why does God expect Christians to be sacrificial in 

their giving? _________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

10. What keeps us from giving sacrificially? __________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

11. Besides those mentioned in the chapter, can you think 

of any other items which we can give to or for God? 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

12. Read Luke 14:26-33 and discuss how it relates to the 

matter of giving sacrificially. ___________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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 ___________________________________________ 

13. Why did God make giving such a central part of the 

Christian life? _______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

14. In what ways would a lack of faith hinder our giving?  

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

15. Discuss the final portion of the text’s closing phrase, 

“it is impossible for any of us to outgive God.” _____ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 

that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.” 
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Chapter Eight 

Living Faith 

Looks Ahead and Plans Ahead 
Joseph – Genesis 50:22-26 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the 

departing of the children of Israel; and gave 

commandment concerning his bones." (Hebrews 

11:22) 

 

The life of Joseph magnificently attests to the fact that 

God providentially cares for His children. J. W. 

McGarvey once delivered a sermon in which he traced the 

life of Joseph from end to beginning to show God’s 

providential care in the life of this beloved figure of faith. 

Those who either believe that the Lord is not involved in 

our lives or who believe that the only way the Lord can 

work in our lives is through miraculous intervention 

would do well to go back to the book of Genesis and 

consider the inspired record of Joseph. God’s providential 

involvement is clearly seen. 

A discussion of Joseph’s rise from a pit to power and 

from envy to honor in the eyes of his brothers is a worthy 

one indeed, but it is not the subject of this chapter. This 

chapter begins at the end of Joseph’s life, for it is in this 

end that we discover that living faith looks ahead and 

plans ahead. 

Although Joseph might have had other wishes upon 

his death bed, none could compare in urgency and 

importance with the wish, the command, that the children 

of Israel take his lifeless body and bury it, not in Egypt, 

but in Joseph’s dear homeland, the promised land of 

Canaan. Joseph knew of God’s plan to bring Israel into 

the land of promise. It had been passed down through the 
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generations until he heard it from his own father, Jacob. 

“And Israel said unto Joseph, “Behold, I die: but God 

shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land of 

your fathers.” (Genesis 48:21). 

Joseph trusted God’s Word. He believed God’s Word, 

He KNEW that God would lead the Hebrews into the land 

of promise and he wanted his tomb to be amidst his own 

people. 

Joseph was so convinced of God’s promise to Israel 

that he made his brethren take an oath that they would 

carry his bones into Canaan (Genesis 50:25). Even though 

the Israelites were a rebellious and stubborn people, 

flaunting God’s authority throughout their days 

(Deuteronomy 9:7), in this one area at least, they were 

faithful. According to Ussher’s chronology, some 242 

years passed between the time of Joseph’s death and the 

time of his interment in the bosom of the promised land. 

In time, after they themselves crossed over Jordan into 

Canaan, the children of Israel buried Joseph’s remains in 

Shechem (Joshua 24:32). 

The thrust of this chapter is easily grasped. Joseph 

was looking to the final resting place of his remains. His 

mind was on the final things. He had faith that God would 

bring Israel into Canaan and he wanted his body to be 

there amongst them. It was because of his faith in the 

promise of God that Joseph made preparation for his 

burial. He looked ahead. Because he looked ahead and 

believed the Word of God, he prepared for the fulfillment 

of that Word by getting his brethren to promise that they 

would not bury his body until they had reached the 

promised land. 

Those today who possess living faith look ahead like 

Joseph. The men and women of today who own living 

faith like Joseph are looking to the final things, only now 

their minds are focused on rest in the eternal promised 

land of heaven rather than burial in an earthly plot of 
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ground. Because Joseph believed God’s promise that He 

would bring Israel into Canaan, he made preparation so 

that his body might be laid to rest in that land. Because 

those today who have living faith believe the Lord’s 

promises that He will return, judge the world, reward the 

righteous and punish the wicked, they are busy NOW 

making preparations so that they can enjoy eternal life 

with the Lord. 

It is no accident that the Holy Spirit directed His 

writers to pen many exhortations and warnings regarding 

the end of all things. Belief in the resurrection of all 

mankind is central to the life of a Christian. Paul indicated 

that if Christians have no hope of being raised with 

Christ, “we are of all men most miserable.” (I Corinthians 

15:19). 

Space does not permit a quotation from Scripture on 

every fact regarding the end of time. It does, however, 

permit book, chapter and verse references to many of the 

passages that speak of this event. Some of these inspired 

passages which speak of the final day in which our Lord 

shall return amidst the clouds and the heavenly host and 

in which we shall be judged for eternity are: Matthew 

25:31-46; John 14:1-6; Acts 1:11; I Corinthians 15; 

Philippians 3:20-21; the closing verses of each chapter of 

I Thessalonians; I Thessalonians 5:2; II Thessalonians 

1:7-10; II Timothy 4:1; Hebrews 9:28; James 5:7-9; II 

Peter 3; I John 3:2; Revelation 1:7; Revelation 22:12. 

Again, many other verses could be cited but these ought 

to provide a sufficient starting place for an in-depth study 

of the second coming of our Lord and Savior. 

Three facts regarding the coming of the Christ are 

most relevant to this chapter. The first is that the Lord will 

punish the disobedient when He comes (II Thessalonians 

1:7-9). The second is that the Lord will reward the faithful 

when He comes (Matthew 25:34). Do you believe these 

facts? Do you REALLY believe them? 
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The Bible does not teach the doctrine of universal 

salvation. Only the faithful men and women in Christ 

shall be saved in eternity (II Timothy 2:10; Revelation 

21). The Bible does not support the theory that hell is not 

real or that it is anything less than a place of eternal 

punishment (Mark 9:43-48). Living faith takes God at His 

Word and, with a hearty desire to go to heaven and a 

trembling fear of going to hell, abides in God’s Word and 

lives as the Book Divine mandates. Because those who 

possess living faith are looking ahead to the Lord’s 

coming, they are planning now to be ready to stand before 

the Lord and receive the robes of white which clothe the 

faithful in eternity (Revelation 3:4-5). 

The third fact regarding the coming of Christ which is 

relevant to this chapter is that none of us knows when the 

Lord is going to return to destroy the earth and judge 

humanity (I Thessalonians 5:1-3). He could return two 

thousand years from now or two minutes from now. Your 

earthly remains could have rotted away by the time our 

Lord returns or you could be standing before our Maker 

before you would have the chance to read the rest of this 

chapter. Do you believe this? Do you REALLY believe 

that the Lord could return at any moment? 

Those who have living faith are not wasting their 

energy making calculations regarding the time of the 

Lord’s return. Instead, they are living pure and holy lives 

because they know that at any second we could all be 

standing before the Judge who has the power to escort us 

into the eternal rest of heaven or sentence us to the 

everlasting destruction of hell. Just like the optimist sees 

the milk bottle half full and the pessimist sees it half 

empty, some today view the Lord’s coming as an event 

that could occur at any time while others argue, “Yes, but 

it COULD still be thousands of years away.” While this is 

a true statement, to take this latter view while denying the 
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possibility of the former is to be foolish and is to 

guarantee unpreparedness. 

The one who has living faith looks ahead to the final 

things and, in a variety of ways, makes diligent 

preparation. He prepares by being awake and alert to the 

fact of the Lord’s coming (I Thessalonians 5:6). You and 

I cannot afford to ban the fact of the Lord’s return from 

our minds. Some may scoff and say, “Where is the 

promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, 

all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 

creation.” (II Peter 3:4). But the denial of billions will 

neither postpone nor cancel the coming of our Lord and 

the subsequent humbling of us all (Romans 14:10,12). 

He who possesses living faith looks ahead and plans 

ahead for the Lord’s return by busily building up his 

spiritual body in the faith (Colossians 2:6-7). The 

Christian life is not a stagnant existence. I Thessalonians 

4:1 speaks of Christianity being a walk with God, a fact 

that implies progress. Woe be unto the Christian who 

becomes satisfied with his spiritual self, who elects to 

judge for himself that he is so strong, so loving, so 

faithful, so humble that he need not grow anymore in 

these areas. 

The one who owns living faith prepares for the final 

day by being active in the Lord’s service (Revelation 

22:14). Following Jesus’ example, he is active in both 

teaching and doing the will of God (Acts 1:1). The second 

verse of Acts, chapter one demonstrates the fact that Jesus 

did not just do and teach for a short time. He did both 

“until the day he was taken up.” Living faith involves 

knowing that we must actively serve God until our lives 

on this earth are over. 

The one with living faith prepares for the coming of 

the Christ by being a person of prayer (I Peter 4:7). Where 

do we find Jesus just prior to His deliverance into Gentile 

hands? He was in prayer (Luke 22:41ff). What did He 
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want His disciples to be doing during this final hour? 

“Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the 

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 

26:41). What instruction did He give to the disciples 

regarding their preparation for the imminent destruction 

of Jerusalem? He told them to pray (Matthew 24:20). In 

what activity was Stephen engaged even as the stones that 

broke his body were being hurled at him? He was praying 

(Acts 7:60). The second to the last verse of the Bible 

contains a promise from Jesus and a prayer regarding His 

coming. “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I 

come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

(Revelation 22:20). 

With the day of judgment drawing ever nearer, we 

must pray if we want to be prepared. Pray for strength to 

remain faithful that you will be ready for that day. Pray 

for opportunities to lead others to Christ that they might 

be ready. “Pray without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:17). 

Finally, while looking ahead to our Lord’s return, the 

person with living faith plans ahead for that day by 

exhorting others to obedience (Matthew 28:19,20; 

Hebrews 10:24). The apostle Paul had such love for 

men’s souls and such a strong desire to see men and 

women saved in eternity that he wrote these words to the 

brethren in Thessalonica: “For what is our hope, or joy, or 

crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our 

Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and 

joy.” (I Thessalonians 2:19,20). 

Some good brother once quipped that the biggest 

“ism” troubling the Lord’s church is not liberalism or 

anti-ism or denominationalism, but somnambulism (sleep 

walking). Too many Christians are asleep. In word they 

acknowledge that the Lord is returning to judge the world 

but in deed they rest. They have stopped preparing. To 

them (and to us all) the Bible gives this solemn warning 

in Romans 13:11-14: 
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And that, knowing the time, that now it is high 

time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 

salvation nearer than when we believed. The night 

is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast 

off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 

armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the 

day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in 

chambering and wantonness, not in strife and 

envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts 

thereof. 

 

There is no time to be asleep spiritually. This is the 

time to prepare for our Lord’s return. Like Joseph, each of 

us needs to look ahead and have faith in God’s promise 

regarding the future. We anxiously look ahead in regard 

to earthly things like buying a new car or house, going on 

a vacation, entering into retirement and other major 

events in our lives. May we have the wisdom to be as 

diligent in our planning ahead for the day of judgment. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: The life of Joseph is an example of the fact 

that God cares about the lives of His people. 

2. T – F: Joseph had faith in God’s plans to bring Israel 

into the promised land because he had heard of 

those plans through the Word of God. 

3. T – F: Over two hundred years elapsed from the time 

of Joseph’s death until the time that his 

remains were buried. 

4. T – F: Living faith is unconcerned with future events. 

5. T – F: It is a waste of time for us to try to set the day 

of the Lord’s return. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Since those who have living faith know that the Lord 

is coming to judge mankind, they are: A) indifferent 

to it; B) preparing now to be ready; C) sitting back, 

doing nothing but hoping the Lord will accept them. 

2. The Bible says: A) nothing; B) little; C) a great deal 

about the second coming of Christ. 

3. In the day of judgment, the disobedient will be: A) 

sent to eternal hell; B) cleared of any wrongdoing and 

accepted into heaven; C) annihilated and thus have no 

further pain. 

4. Too many Christians are: A) asleep spiritually; B) 

active and zealous in the Lord’s work; C) extremely 

devoted to God. 

5. Among other things, the Bible emphasizes: A) prayer; 

B) apathy; C) false teaching in preparation for the 

coming of the Lord. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “And ____________ said unto Joseph, Behold I ____, 

but _________ shall be with you, and _________ you 

again unto the ___________ of your fathers.” 

2. “If in ________ __________ __________ we have 

hope in ___________, we are of all men most 

_________________.” 

3. “Therefore let us not ___________ as do others; but 

let us ____________ and be ____________.” 

4. “The former treatise have I made, O _____________ 

of all that ____________ began both to ______ and 

__________.” 

5. “He which _________________ these things saith, 

Surely, I come ______________. Amen. Even so, 

________ Lord Jesus.” 
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QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Define “Divine providence.” ____________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

2. How does the life of Joseph show that God 

providentially provides for those who love Him? ____ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

3. Hebrews 11:22 says that Joseph acted by faith. Would 

you say that he was confident in God’s promise to 

bring Israel into Canaan or was he merely hoping that 

God would do it? Read Genesis 50:25 for help. What 

do we learn about faith from this? ________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

4. Why was it so important to Joseph that his body be 

buried in Canaan? ____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. According to the Bible, what are some of the joys of 

heaven that Christians have awaiting them if they 

remain faithful unto death? _____________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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6. According to the Bible, what are some of the terrors 

of hell that the disobedient have awaiting them if they 

die in their disobedience? ______________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

7. Do you know of some religious groups that teach 

either that hell is not real or that it is not eternal 

punishment? Name them and tell why you think they 

believe as they do. ____________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

8. What are some of the reasons that people give for 

believing that God will save everyone regardless of 

what they do? ________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

9. What are some Bible passages that teach that God will 

NOT save everyone? __________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

10. What must one do in order to inherit eternal life in 

heaven? ____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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11. Why is preparation for the day of judgment such an 

urgent matter? _______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

12. In what sense is apathy in the lives of Christians a 

result of paying little attention to the fact of the 

second coming of Christ? How has apathy hurt the 

Lord’s church? _______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

13. Why is prayer such an integral part of our preparation 

for the Lord’s return? _________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

14. Besides those mentioned in the chapter, are there any 

other ways by which we can prepare ourselves for the 

Lord’s return and the day of judgment? ___________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

15. What are some of the “signs” that religious groups say 

the Lord is giving to show that He is coming soon? 

Does the Bible teach that we should be looking for 

any  “signs” of the end of the world? Be sure to give 

book, chapter and verse from the Bible for your 

answer. _____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 
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 ___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 

hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” 
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Chapter Nine 

Living Faith 

Fears No One but God 
Amram and Jochebed – Exodus 1:15 – 2:12 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three 

months of his parents, because they saw he was a 

proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s 

commandment." (Hebrews 11:23). 

 

Who among us has not at one time or another been 

afraid? The dark, a noise in the hallway in the middle of 

the night, snakes, mice, the first day of school, being 

called into your employer’s office and many other such 

things have filled most of us with at least a moment of 

fear. 

In the lives of some, fear goes beyond a moment. It 

occupies the entire existence of some men and women. A 

person afflicted with a lingering, exaggerated fear is said 

to have a phobia. Among the types of fears that have been 

labeled phobias are agoraphobia (fear of being in open 

spaces), hydrophobia (fear of water), claustrophobia (fear 

of closed or narrow spaces), acrophobia (fear of heights), 

and triskaidekaphobia (fear of the number thirteen). The 

list could go on, but I would like to introduce a new one: 

Anthropophobia (fear of mankind). 

Those who are anthropophobic bow down to the will 

of man no matter what that will may be. People who are 

anthropophobic are afraid of what other people will say 

about them if they deviate even slightly from the accepted 

worldly norm. For this reason, they engage themselves in 

the hopeless task of trying to please everybody at every 

time and in every place. They are scared to death that they 

might make someone angry, that they might lose some 
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popularity, that they might suffer persecution if they take 

a stand on anything. Because of this, they do NOT take a 

stand on anything. 

Anthropophobia is evident in all facets of human life 

but it is especially evident in the religious world. It is not 

uncommon in the Lord’s church and has basically been a 

hazard among God’s people for centuries. For fear of 

being a little different, for fear of being persecuted, for 

fear of maybe even losing a few friends, some of God’s 

people choose simply to blend in with society in the way 

they dress, the way they talk, the places they go, the 

things they do and the doctrines they uphold. 

Anthropophobia has led Christians to forsake God’s 

pattern for worship. It has caused Christians to alter their 

stances on such things as marriage, divorce and 

remarriage and the scriptural requirements for becoming a 

member of the church of Christ. It has prompted children 

of God to quit serving the Lord because they fear the 

taunting and the teasing that they take at work or at home 

more than they fear God. Anthropophobia has caused 

evangelistic indifference among some Christians as they 

fear talking to their unsaved friends and family about the 

Lord. “I’m afraid they will think I am controversial and 

argumentative.” “I’m afraid they won’t like me.” These 

are just a couple of the excuses made by Christians for not 

talking to their neighbors about Christ, excuses that are 

merely shadows of the real problem which is a fear of 

mankind. 

This lesson focuses on the fact that living faith fears 

no one but God by considering an event in the lives of the 

parents of Moses. Fearing God is not a constant quaking 

and cowering. This fact is evident when we consider the 

Bible passages that emphasize the joyful attitude that 

Christians should maintain (Philippians 4:4; I 

Thessalonians 5:16). This does not mean, however, that 

we should never quake in fear of our Maker. Even faithful 



 94 

Christians shudder at the thought of turning away from 

God and losing their souls in hell. Such reminds us that 

we are to continue faithfully all of our days. Such reminds 

us that God, though loving, is also just and will punish the 

disobedient. Such reminds us of the terrific power of the 

Almighty. 

Fear of God is respect for God’s power, for God’s 

authority, for God Himself. This fear is the starting point 

of true knowledge (Proverbs 1:7). It is the beginning of 

true wisdom (Proverbs 9:10). This fear helps us depart 

from evil (Proverbs 16:6) and prepare for the day of 

judgment (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14). Above all, when a 

person fears God, he follows the Word of Jehovah above 

all human instructions. Peer pressure, threats, the desire 

for popularity and peace above truth all go out the 

window in the mind of the one whose living faith leads 

him to fear no one but God. 

It was this type of faith that led Amram and Jochebed 

to react as they did to Pharaoh’s instruction to take every 

newborn son in the land and cast them into the river. We 

are not told how Pharaoh reacted when or if he found that 

his commandment was not being obeyed by a Hebrew 

couple. Considering his character, he most likely would 

have meted out severe punishment to those who 

disregarded his instruction. Anyone who orders the deaths 

of innocent infants is unstable and the actions he would 

take against those who would challenge him must be 

expected to be catastrophic. 

Pharaoh’s possible response to their deed was of no 

consequence to Moses’ parents. Their hiding away of 

their son was certainly not because they were afraid of 

what Pharaoh would do to them. They must have hidden 

Moses to protect HIS life. The lad was incapable of 

defending himself. If he was found and his parents were 

put to death, he would have had no protection from the 

evil Egyptians. How brilliantly the unselfish love of a 
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father and mother for their child shines through in this 

historical event. 

Pharaoh’s power had not impressed Amram and 

Jochebed. They were bent on obeying God. The 

mightiness of the nation in which they lived did not 

impress them. They had a mind to obey God. The 

powerful tempter could not sway them. They were 

determined to follow the Lord. They had faith that the 

God whom they served was greater and more powerful 

than any earthly being and even greater than the devil 

himself. Their living faith was amply rewarded as God, 

through His providence, permitted Moses to be reared 

amidst his own family. 

One key thought comes to mind as we consider this 

aspect of living faith. By Divine inspiration, the apostle 

Paul wrote, “What shall we then say to these things? If 

God be for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31). 

Paul went on in the next verse to say that the God who 

was willing to deliver up His own Son will most certainly 

take care of us. The chapter closes with a moving 

reminder of the invincible love of our God and Savior. 

 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 

written, For thy sake we are killed all the day 

long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

Nay, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him that loved us. For I am 

persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 

nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any 

other creature, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

(Romans 8:35-39). 
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If we have living faith, we believe what Paul wrote in 

this place and if we believe what he wrote, then we will 

drive out from our lives any concern about what man can 

do to us. Can man mock and ridicule us for our faith? So 

what! God is greater and God is on our side. Can man 

take away our earthly possessions for our stand for the 

truth? So what! God is greater and God is on our side. 

Can man snuff out our lives? So what! Man cannot take 

our souls from us. So then, as we walk by living faith, let 

us “fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to 

kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy 

both soul and body in hell.” (Matthew 10:28). 

In Isaiah 51:12, Jehovah said, “I, even I, am he that 

comforteth you: who art thou, that thou shouldest be 

afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man which 

shall be made as grass?” Peter exhorted us to “be not 

afraid of their terror, neither be troubled.” (I Peter 3:14). 

Isaiah 8:12ff indicates that, instead of fearing even great 

numbers of men, we should make the Lord our fear and 

dread for, by doing so, we will have Him for a sanctuary. 

There is an implication in Paul’s words in Romans 

8:31 that cannot be overlooked and that is also rich in 

instruction. He wrote, “If God be for us, who can be 

against us?” We have already established from this the 

fact that since God is greater than man, no one can defeat 

us if we fear God and stay on His side. Now consider this 

implication found in the verse: “If God be against us, who 

can be for us?” 

Think carefully about the last sentence. If we are men-

fearers rather than God-fearers, exalting the will of men in 

our lives above the will of God, we are against God and 

He is against us. So what if the majority believes as we 

do? So what if we believe with all sincerity? If God is 

against us, all the human support and all the personal 

sincerity in the world cannot help us one bit. 
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Simply put, here is what we can learn from all of this: 

If we fear God, we will put His will above man’s will. 

Doing this, we will find God on our side, and no matter 

how many men may gang up against us, we cannot be 

defeated. God makes the majority. On the other hand, if 

we fear men, we will do what they say even if it conflicts 

with the Lord’s will. Doing this, even if we do find the 

whole world on our side, it will be for naught. God is still 

the majority and if He is against us, nothing on earth can 

help. 

It takes great courage to be a God-fearer. It takes 

patience. Mostly, it takes faith. Remember the example 

set by Amram and Jochebed and consider the fact that 

they were rewarded for their faith as were all the other 

men and women under consideration in this study, and as 

are all of us today who walk by faith. Commit Romans 

8:31 to memory and go out and be an active, vital force 

for Christ in this world. We serve the Almighty God who 

alone is worthy of our fear and respect and who alone has 

the power to save or condemn our eternal souls. What can 

man do to us? 

 

Go, labor on: ‘tis not for naught; 

Thy earthly loss is heav’nly gain; 

Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not; 

The Master praises: What are men? 

(2
nd

 verse of “Go, Labor On”) 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Fear is something that most all of us 

experience at one time or another. 

2. T – F: Those who fear men will faithfully and 

zealously do the will of God. 
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3. T – F: Fear of men is rarely seen in the Lord’s 

church. 

4. T – F: We should never be afraid of God. 

5. T – F: Fear of God is the beginning of knowledge and 

wisdom. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Fear of men has caused: A) evangelistic indifference; 

B) zeal; C) ever-growing faithfulness in the Lord’s 

church. 

2. The Pharaoh in Moses’ day was a man who: A) loved 

and feared God; B) always looked for ways to help the 

Hebrews; C) was unstable and self-centered. 

3. Through His providence, God rewarded the faith of 

Amram and Jochebed by: A) sparing them from death; 

B) permitting them to rear Moses; C) immediately 

stopping the Egyptian persecution of the Israelites. 

4. Man may persecute us for our stand for God’s truth, 

but we should not fear because: A) God is greater and 

is on our side; B) God doesn’t care what happens to 

us; C) God does not exist. 

5. If we go against the will of God, all the sincerity and 

human support in the world will: A) frighten the Lord 

and cause Him to back down; B) make us invincible; 

C) be of no use. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “______________ in the ____________ always: and 

again I say _____________.” 

2. “Let us _______ the conclusion of the whole matter: 

_________ God and keep his __________________: 

for this is the ____________ duty of man.” 

3. “What shall we then say to these ____________? If 

_________ be for us, who can be ____________ us?” 
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4. “Nay, in ________ these things, we are more than 

___________________ through Him that _________ 

us.” 

5. “I, even I, am he that ________________ you: who 

art thou, that thou shouldest be ___________ of a man 

that shall _________ and of the son of man which 

shall be made as _____________?” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What causes fear? ____________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. Is all fear sinful? Explain your answer. ___________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. What are some other problems that fear among 

Christians has caused? ________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

4. Discuss II Timothy 2:13. ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. From Philippians 1:29 we learn that it is a privilege to 

suffer for our Lord. Discuss how suffering persecution 

for the Lord could be considered a privilege. ______ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. Does suffering for a strong stand for the truth produce 

any good. If so, what? ________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. Besides those mentioned in the lesson, can you think 

of any other reasons why some fear men more than 

they fear God? ______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

8. Discuss the view of some that we should only preach 

“hell fire and brimstone.” ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. Discuss the view of some that we should never preach 

or teach about hell or other “negative” (?) subjects. 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

10. What are some of the blessings that will come to us if 

we fear God above men? ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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11. If men were to take away from you everything they 

could possibly take, what would you, as a faithful 

Christian, have left? __________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. If men were to praise and honor you and yet you were 

disobedient to God, what would you have left in the 

day of judgment? ____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

13. Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. Why did Solomon stress 

the importance of fearing God and keeping His 

commandments? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. Can one fear God and NOT follow His Word? 

Explain your answer. _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. Discuss II Timothy 1:7. _______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
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“Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up 

prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears 

unto him that was able to save him from death, and was 

heard in that he feared; though he were a Son, yet learned 

he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being 

made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation 

unto all them that obey him.” 
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Chapter Ten 

Living Faith 

Seeks Spiritual Wealth 
Moses – Hebrews 11:24-27 

 

Memory Work:  

"… esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 

than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the 

recompence of the reward.” (Hebrews 11:26). 

 

One of the great challenges of the Christian life is to 

be able to discipline oneself to relegate worldly wealth to 

a lowly position and exalt spirituality. To be willing to 

sacrifice all of one’s material goods for the cause of 

Christ, to have the will to jettison all earthly entrapments 

that stand in the way of faithfulness to our Lord and 

Savior, indeed, to be ready to suffer the loss of all things 

and count them as dung that Christ may be won 

(Philippians 3:8) is a feat of faith that must be 

accomplished by every child of God for the Lord 

demands that we enthrone Him and His kingdom, not 

Satan and his evil empire, in our hearts (Matthew 6:33). 

All of the delicacies and comforts of our society 

coupled with the pressure to conform have made this self-

discipline difficult. Its attainment requires a great deal of 

prayer, meditation in the Word and serious self-

examination. Its attainment requires careful consideration 

of the better land beyond where those who on earth 

worshipped and served the eternal God instead of the 

material god shall delight in treasures that will never grow 

old (Luke 12:33). 

This chapter focuses on a figure of faith who had the 

self-discipline for which we all should strive. Hebrews 

11:24 gives us the reason why Moses’ priorities were 

properly arranged with God first and the things of this 
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world a dead last. “By faith” he gave up worldly wealth 

because it stood in the way of serving God faithfully. 

Undoubtedly, Moses had heard the Word of God from 

his parents as his mother gently nursed him in his youth 

(Exodus 2:9). Since it was via the faith produced by 

God’s Word that Moses was able to discipline himself 

and set his priorities straight, it is to this same source that 

we need to go in order to learn how to escape Satan’s 

attempts to lure us into a love for the things of this world. 

Consider for a moment the magnificence of the 

Egyptian empire in the time of Moses’ youth and young 

adulthood. Going back to the forty-seventh chapter of 

Genesis, we see how Joseph had masterfully grown the 

possessions of the Egyptian realm into great wealth. 

A divinely foretold famine had stung the land and the 

people were desperate for food. Only in the storehouses of 

the Egyptian government could satisfactory sustenance be 

found. People from all over the area were traveling there 

to buy food, but soon their money ran out. Every penny 

was in the coffers of the Egyptian government. So what 

could the people do to have food? They sold all of their 

livestock (Genesis 47:17). 

After a year, the deal that Joseph had made with the 

people for their animals expired. What would they do now 

to have food? What could they do but sell their property? 

Genesis 47:20 says, “And Joseph bought all the land of 

Egypt for Pharaoh.” In verses twenty-three and twenty-

four we read Joseph saying, “Behold, I have bought you 

this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here is seed for 

you, and ye shall sow the land. And it shall come to pass 

in the increase, that ye shall give the fifth part unto 

Pharaoh.” Thus, rich in money, rich in livestock, rich in 

land, the country of Egypt enjoyed world power status in 

those days, even into the days of Moses. 

What is the significance of all of this? Exodus 2:10 

tells us that Moses had been brought into Pharaoh’s 
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palace and was known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 

Acts 7:22 says that “Moses was learned in all the wisdom 

of the Egyptians.” He held a high position in Egypt. He 

was known as a member of Pharaoh’s family. Imagine the 

luxuries that he must have enjoyed in the palace. Imagine 

the fine clothes, the rich food, the sparkling jewels, the 

palatial home, the multitude of servants. Picture all of this 

in your mind’s eye and then slowly read and absorb the 

following words into your heart: 

 

By faith Moses, when he was come to years, 

refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter; choosing rather to suffer the pleasures 

of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of 

Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt: 

for he had respect unto the recompence of the 

reward. (Hebrews 11:24-26). 

 

Remember what Moses had, consider what Moses 

might have had had he forsaken God and grown to be a 

faithful Egyptian, and then read and re-read Hebrews 

11:24-26. After you have done this, take inventory of the 

things that you could have if you set your mind to 

building up earthly wealth. Now go back and read 

Hebrews 11:24-26 once again, especially letting the 

twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth verses echo in your mind. 

Moses gave up a comfortable existence in exchange 

for life on the run. He forfeited a position as a master for 

one as a servant. He went into a wilderness with a 

multitude of rebellious, complaining people following 

him. By worldly standards, he was a fool’s fool. The 

hedonists of every age since then have doubtlessly 

mocked Moses for what they perceive to be ignorance and 

perhaps have assumed that he had a mental illness, a 

“Messiah Complex.” 
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Let them mock. Moses knew, by faith, that billions in 

earthly gold could not equal one second in heaven. By 

faith, he was confident that the value of mile after mile of 

land could not match even that first moment with the 

Master in eternity. When, in Moses’ mind, the eternal 

rewards of heaven were dropped down on the scale 

opposite the temporary pleasures of this life, they so 

outweighed the worldly things that they caused them to 

fly off into oblivion. 

God does not call His people to poverty. It is possible 

to be wealthy and still be a faithful disciple of the Lord 

(Matthew 27:57). What the Lord DOES call us to is 

holiness (I Thessalonians 4:7). As holy individuals, we 

are to slough off the ways of the world, one of which is 

the desire to have “things” no matter the cost (I Peter 

1:14-17; Colossians 3:5). In short, if something, 

ANYTHING, stands in the way of your faithfulness to the 

Lord, it is simply not worth having. 

A few paragraphs earlier, you were asked to think 

about some of the earthly goods you possess as well as 

some that you could possibly have if you drove hard to 

build up earthly wealth. Did you do this? If not, please do 

it now. What things come to mind? Most of us have a 

vehicle, a house, some land and a few other items. 

Expensive cars, mansions, millions of dollars, fur coats, 

huge diamonds are probably on the wish lists of several 

people. Now ask yourself the following question: What 

will become of all of these things in the day of judgment? 

(We could as well ask what will become of them when we 

die for Ecclesiastes 5:15 says that we will leave all 

worldly goods behind in death.) 

The third chapter of II Peter indicates that all material 

items will be burned up. In judgment, you and I will stand 

stripped of all our worldly goods before the King of 

kings. Nothing of a material nature, not our favorite 

possession, not our most wished for item will survive the 
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raging fire and destruction that will come when the Lord 

returns to judge our souls. 

Now think about some of the rewards that God will 

give in heaven. To be sure, He has not promised us a bed 

of roses while on earth, a soft and easy life nor an 

abundance of money. While the earth offers material 

reward, God offers heavenly reward and orders us to set 

our minds on the things above, not on the things of the 

earth (Colossians 3:1-2). 

In heaven, there will be peace and comfort. Sorrow, 

crying and pain will be unknown in that blessed land 

(Revelation 21:4). Blissful rest from the labors of this life 

shall be given to the faithful of God (Revelation 14:13). 

The saints of all time shall be standing around the throne 

of God and looking on the Savior’s face (Revelation 22:3-

4). Now answer again, “What shall become of all of 

THESE things in the day of judgment?” They shall live 

on and shall never be destroyed nor taken away from the 

righteous for the faithful saints shall “ever be with the 

Lord.” (I Thessalonians 4:17). 

Take the time to imitate Moses and weigh the 

advantages of seeking earthly wealth first against the 

advantages of seeking God and His kingdom first. Is there 

really any comparison? Only those who close their eyes 

will not see the glaring difference. Of what value are 

temporary pleasures if they cause us to miss out on eternal 

rewards and suffer everlasting punishment? 

The message of this lesson is so simple yet, 

unfortunately, so very rarely heeded. Jesus spoke of some 

who would obey the Gospel but who would later fall 

away because of their love for the cares and riches and 

pleasures of this life (Luke 8:14). Satan’s trap of 

covetousness, baited with worldly wealth, has captured 

many a child of God who has ceased to watch his or her 

step (Proverbs 16:25; Jeremiah 10:23). 
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Those who possess living faith seek spiritual wealth 

because they are confident in the Bible’s teaching that the 

blessings of the next life will continue to last long after 

the things of this life are lost. As if you were writing a 

headline for the front page of the Sunday newspaper, 

emblazon this caption upon your memory: 

 

This Life – Temporary 

Next Life – Eternal 

 

Carefully and prayerfully consider where you want 

your reward to be, on earth or in heaven. 

 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, 

where moth and rust doth corrupt and where 

thieves break through and steal: But lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 

break through and steal: For where your treasure 

is, there will your heart be also. (Matthew 6:19-

21). 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Self-discipline is of great importance in the 

Christian life. 

2. T – F: Our society places pressure on us to conform 

to their way of living. 

3. T – F: By faith in God, Moses was able to 

accomplish what he did. 

4. T – F: Moses was never tempted to choose the things 

of the world over faithfulness to God. 

5. T – F: Egypt was a poverty stricken nation when 

Moses decided to leave it to be with his 

people. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. Moses gave up earthly wealth in favor of following 

God because: A) God had predestined him to do so; 

B) he walked by faith; C) he wanted the Hebrews to 

like him. 

2. Worldly minded people of our day would probably 

consider Moses’ decision to be: A) extremely wise; B) 

something that they themselves would do; C) foolish. 

3. God expects His people to: A) put Him above all 

material gain; B) be poverty stricken; C) give away 

everything that they have. 

4. The material things of this life shall be: A) burned up 

in the day of judgment; B) available to us in the next 

life; C) left here and given to Christians in the "1,000 

year reign of Christ on earth." 

5. Hell is: A) non-existent; B) a temporary punishment; 

C) just as eternal in its punishment as heaven is in its 

reward. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “Yea ______________ and I count all things but 

_____ for the excellency of the ____________of 

Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have 

______________ the loss of _______ things, and do 

count them but __________ that I may win Christ.” 

2. “__________ that ye have, and give alms; provide 

yourselves bags which _________ _________ 

_______, a treasure in the _____________ that 

______________ not, where no __________ 

approacheth, neither _________ corrupteth.” 

3. “And __________ was learned in all the 

___________ of the ______________, and was 

_______________ in words and in ____________.” 

4. “For _________ hath not called us unto 

_________________, but unto ___________.” 
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5. “And these shall go away into _______________ 

punishment: but the righteous into life 

____________.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Read Jesus’ instructions to the rich ruler in Mark 

10:21. Does this mean that every Christian should 

give up everything he or she owns? Explain your 

answer. _____________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. Re-read Matthew 6:19-20 and then read and discuss 

verse 21. ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. Is it wrong for a Christian to want to be a success 

financially? Why or why not? __________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

4. Discuss Paul’s instructions to wealthy Christians in I 

Timothy 6:17-19. ____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. What was Jesus’ response to Satan when the prince of 

darkness tempted our Savior with material wealth 

(Matthew 4:8-10)? What does this tell you about how 
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we ought to deal with this temptation when we are 

confronted with it? ___________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. Why is the ability to discipline oneself so vital to the 

Christian life? _______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. Discuss more fully the ways in which this self-

discipline can be attained, adding any that are not 

mentioned in the text. ________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

8. Why did Paul give the instruction to, “Examine 

yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 

selves”? (II Corinthians 13:5). __________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. Does our society really emphasize wealth? Support 

your answer. ________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

10. What are some of the methods that society uses to try 

to pressure us into thinking that “more is best”? ____ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

11. How can a Christian handle these pressures? ______ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. How could Moses, in his day, “esteem the reproach of 

Christ” when Christ had not yet come to earth? ____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

13. Read in II Corinthians 11:23-29 about some of the 

trials suffered by the apostle Paul. Now read II 

Corinthians 4:16-18 and, in light of this, discuss how 

Paul was able to remain faithful through all of the 

difficulties he faced. __________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. What is the meaning of Jesus’ statement in Luke 

12:15 as well as the meaning of the parable that 

follows in verses 16-21? _______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. What was the sin of the rich men to whom James 

wrote in James 5:1-5? _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I 

had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than 

to dwell in tents of wickedness.” 
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Chapter Eleven 

Living Faith 

Transcends Earthly Troubles 
The Israelites – Exodus 13:17-15:22 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry 

land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were 

drowned." (Hebrews 11:29). 

 

One of the saddest themes in the Bible concerns the 

child of God who forgets his Savior and does “despite 

unto the Spirit of grace.” (Hebrews 10:29). It is an oft-

repeated theme that breaks the mighty heart of God 

whenever it occurs (Ezekiel 33:11). Judas Iscariot, 

Ananias, Sapphira, Demas, Hymenaeus, Alexander, 

Diotrephes; these are just a few of the names that are 

inscribed in the walls of the Faithless Hall of Shame. 

They turned their backs on the God of all grace (I Peter 

5:10) and reverted to service to the inferior god of this 

world. 

In the Old Testament, this theme is no more clearly 

announced than in the lives of the children of Israel as 

they trudged toward the promised land following their 

release from Egyptian captivity. In review of their period 

of wandering, Moses told his brethren, “From the day that 

thou didst depart out of the land of Egypt, until ye came 

unto this place, ye have been rebellious against the Lord.” 

(Deuteronomy 9:7). 

Complaint after complaint was leveled against the 

Lord by these people. One rebellion upon another 

characterized their travels and, in fact, was the cause of 

the forty year period of wandering that they suffered 

(Numbers 13, 14). 
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The tragedy of all this is that these Israelites had seen 

the power of God. They had witnessed the plagues. They 

had watched the waters of the Red Sea congeal. They had 

at one time possessed enough faith to step forward and 

march through that sea upon God’s command. But their 

faith was short-lived. For a time their faith breathed the 

breath of life but they carelessly allowed it to be choked 

to death by Satan. 

The Holy Spirit inspired the author of the letter to the 

Hebrews to write about this one great feat of faith, the 

crossing of the Red Sea. Even though they later forgot 

their faith, at least at this point, the Israelites caught of the 

essence of living faith and turned to God when their backs 

were against the wall. The Holy Spirit credited the 

Israelites for faith in this verse. Moses would, of course, 

have been included in this commendation and was 

obviously the leader in faith, but we cannot overlook the 

fact that the plural pronoun, “they” is employed and thus 

has reference to the nation of Israel as a whole. 

To the eyes of men, both Israelite and Egyptian, 

God’s people were trapped when they reached the banks 

of the Red Sea. God informed Moses that Pharaoh would 

say to himself, “They are entangled in the wilderness, the 

wilderness hath shut them in.” (Exodus 14:3). How the 

Egyptian ruler must have wrung his hands in fiendish 

delight at such a thought. 

The Israelites’ initial reaction to their plight was 

typical as we consider their history. We ought not, 

however, look down our noses, sniff in contempt at them 

and consider ourselves incapable of reacting as they did. 

They responded with fear and out of their fear they 

complained that Moses had led them out there just for the 

sake of seeing them suffer. How often have you 

complained out of fear when your back was up against the 

wall and you could see no way out? Thanks be to God 

that He has given us His inspired Word so that we can 
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study and learn from examples such as the one set by the 

Israelites. 

Men’s eyes had seen as far as they could see on that 

day in history over 3,000 years ago and what they saw 

was entrapment and death. But mighty Moses shouted 

out, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 

Lord, which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians 

whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no 

more for ever. The Lord shall fight for you and ye shall 

hold your peace.” (Exodus 14:13,14). 

At Jehovah’s command, Moses lifted his rod up high 

and stretched it out so that the sea would divide and he 

and the other Hebrews could pass over onto safe ground. 

God’s Word had been given. God’s Word had been heard. 

Now it was up to Moses to stretch out his rod and up to 

the Israelites to move on. Moses believed God’s Word 

and stretched forth his rod. The Israelites believed God’s 

Word and marched on through the divided waters. A 

reluctance to raise the rod would not have brought about 

the water’s division. A refusal to step forward onto the 

dry land would not have produced the Israelites’ release. 

How did they know that God would not cause the 

walls of water to come crashing down upon them? Just a 

short time earlier they were making accusations that they 

had been led out into the wilderness to die. How could 

they be sure that God would not now lead them into the 

sea just to watch them drown? 

When the answers to these questions are found, they 

are like rare jewels in a treasure chest of faith. It was their 

faith and their trust in God’s promise of deliverance that 

led them to proceed to the other side. Their bitter 

complaints were turned to gentle trust as they looked to 

their Deliverer. 

Oh, how fervently they rejoiced and sang praises to 

God following their rescue! Would that their faith had 

lived longer than three days, for it only took that long 
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before they were again complaining (Exodus 15:23ff). 

But while they had living faith, they shouted, “The Lord 

is my strength and my song, and he is become my 

salvation.” (Exodus 15:2) 

Although this is not the theme or thrust of this 

chapter, my wish is that every reader will carefully 

consider the tragic end of both the Israelites and all others 

who forsake the Lord’s way. Hebrews 10:26-39 presents a 

wonderfully clear and concise description of the Christian 

who turns back to the world. The doctrine of the 

impossibility of apostasy is as far away from the Bible as 

Satan is from God and is, in fact, the product of the king 

of the damned as he tries to lure children of God into 

apathy and unfaithfulness. 

This chapter does focus on the fact that true, living 

faith transcends earthly troubles. Again, consider that 

these Israelites had gone as far as THEY felt they could 

go. They were at the end of their rope with nowhere to 

turn, but then the Lord made a way for their escape. There 

it was, right in front of them all the time, but they had 

been limiting God and had tacitly accused Him of not 

being able to do anything to help them. 

Don’t we all feel like we are cornered at times? It’s 

like the poor soul who was trapped in an elevator as it was 

stuck between floors. He tried calling for help on the 

emergency telephone but the phone was dead. He tried 

pushing all of the buttons but none of them worked. He 

tried prying open the doors but to no avail. Frustrated, he 

sat down on the floor. The walls seemed to be closing in 

on him. It was getting harder and harder to breathe. “Is 

this the end?” he asked himself. Then he did something 

that he had not yet done. He looked up. Looking up, he 

saw a door in the ceiling of the elevator. With all of his 

remaining energy he worked his way up to the door, 

pushed it open and climbed atop the elevator. From there 

he was able to yell for help and was soon rescued. 
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When financial, family, health and other problems 

molest, instead of frantically running around in fear or 

solemnly sulking in the corner out of self-pity, LOOK 

UP! Look to God. Just because you cannot see a way out 

of your troubles does not mean that there is no way out. 

What a beautiful word picture is painted for us in the 

precious passage of I Corinthians 10:13. There Paul 

wrote, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 

common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer 

you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 

temptation make a way to escape, that ye may be able to 

bear it.” 

Picture an army trapped in a valley; nothing but tall 

mountains all around them and on each mountain stands 

the enemy, prepared to attack. There is no way out, or so 

it seems. The soldiers search and search for some way of 

escape but see nothing. But look there! Just a few hundred 

yards away is an opening, a slight crevice through the 

mountains. They have found it. They have found the way 

of escape and, despite the fact that their enemy is 

encircling them, they flee to safety. 

The way of escape is there, Christian. It is not to be 

found in the bottom of a liquor bottle. It is not to be 

discovered in suicide. It shall not be found by looking 

away from God. The way of escape is found by looking 

up TO God. “God is faithful.” The passage does not say 

that Satan is faithful or that man is faithful. “GOD is 

faithful.” “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 

(Hebrews 13:5). Do you believe it? If so, look to God 

when troubles molest. Go to His Word. Go to Him in 

prayer. Go to GOD! As the song asks, “Where could I go 

but to the Lord?” “Thy God whom thou servest 

continually, he will deliver thee.” (Daniel 6:16). 

One final note should be sounded before this chapter 

comes to a close. The Israelites frequently turned to God 

ONLY when something was wrong. Psalm 78:34-35 says, 
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“When he slew them, then they sought him: and they 

returned and inquired early after God. And they 

remembered that God was their rock and the high God 

their redeemer.” 

The grace of God is available to us in time of need 

(Hebrews 4:16) but it is an ungrateful child who forgets 

his Father when life is going well. “Pray without 

ceasing,” Paul exhorted (I Thessalonians 5:17). That he 

meant we are to go to God at all times and not just in 

times of trouble is evident for the next verse says, “In 

everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble.” (Psalm 46:1). What a precious truth this is. May 

we seek the help of God when earthly troubles come. 

Those who possess living faith know that God can help 

overcome these. Living faith transcends earthly troubles. 

Those who possess it count the trials and tribulations of 

this life just “light afflictions” as they march on toward 

that eternal home (II Corinthians 4:17-18). 

In times of trouble or times of peace, in daylight or in 

darkness, may our living faith cause us to be like Israel’s 

sweet singer, king David, who wrote, “O God, thou art 

my God; early will I seek thee, my flesh longeth for thee 

in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.” (Psalm 

63:1). 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: It is impossible for children of God to fall 

away and lose their souls. 

2. T – F: After the Israelites saw the power of God at 

the Red Sea, they remained faithful to the Lord 

for the rest of their days. 
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3. T – F: The Israelites often complained about the way 

that God took care of them. 

4. T – F: Only Moses should be credited for living faith 

in the crossing of the Red Sea. 

5. T – F: For a short time at least, the Israelites 

appreciated what God had done for them and 

praised His name. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. The Israelites: A) were faithful to God throughout 

their day; B) often turned away from the Lord; C) 

never had faith in God. 

2. Often, when faced with problems, too many of us: A) 

immediately turn to God; B) complain; C) thank the 

Lord for trials. 

3. The Israelites stepped out onto the dry land of the Red 

Sea because: A) of their living faith in God’s promise 

to give them safe passage; B) they were reasonably 

sure that God would take care of them; C) they took a 

chance on God. 

4. The way of escape from temptation is found in: A) 

turning to alcohol and other drugs; B) suicide; C) 

turning to God. 

5. We should turn to God: A) only when we are in deep 

trouble; B) at all times, be they good or bad; C) just 

when we want something. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “The _________ is my ___________ and my 

________, and he is become my ____________: he is 

my God, and I will prepare him an ______________; 

my father’s _________, and I will __________ him.” 

2. “And Moses said unto the people, ___________ ye 

not, stand still, and see the _____________ of the 

Lord, which he will shew you to day: for the 
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____________ who ye have seen to day, ye shall see 

them again no more _____________. The ________ 

shall _________ for you, and ye shall hold your 

peace.” 

3. “There hath no ______________ taken you but such 

as is _____________ to man: but _______ is 

____________, who will not suffer you to be 

_____________ above that ye are _________; but 

will with the temptation also make a way to 

__________, that ye may be able to _________ it.” 

4. “Let your conversation be without _______________; 

and be ye ___________ with such things as ye have: 

for he hath said, I will __________ leave thee, nor 

___________ thee.” 

5. “_____________ without ceasing.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Did the Israelites have the freedom to choose between 

crossing the sea and returning to Egypt? __________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. Do we have the freedom to choose between obeying 

God and serving Satan? Why is this an important 

question? ___________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. Why do some choose to serve Satan? ____________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

4. Why would a Christian stop following God and go 

back to a life of sin? __________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. What will become of the Christian who turns back and 

dies in his waywardness? ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. Exodus 15:8 says, “the depths were congealed in the 

heart of the sea.” Define the word, “congealed” and 

explain this verse. ____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. Why do we sometimes complain when we are in 

trouble? ____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

8. What are some ways of escape from temptation that 

God provides for us? _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. Discuss some things to which people turn when in 

trouble. Why do they turn there instead of to God? __ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

10. How has the doctrine of “once saved, always saved” 

influenced the religious world? _________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

11. In your own words, explain the Lord’s statement in 

Hebrews 13:5, “I will never leave thee nor forsake 

thee.” ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. Why should we go to God more frequently than just in 

times of trouble? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

13. Is it easier to forget God when things are going well? 

Explain your answer. _________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. Do you like for friends to come to you only when they 

need something? Explain your answer. ___________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. In what sense are the trials and tribulations of this life 

merely “light afflictions”? _____________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“I can do all things through Christ which 

strengtheneth me.” 
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Chapter Twelve 

Living Faith 

Does Not Stop Short 
The Israelites – Joshua 6 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 

were compassed about seven days." (Hebrews 11:30). 

 

“Almost Persuaded,” a sad and solemn song in most 

of our hymn books, closes with these heart-rending 

words: 

 

Almost persuaded, harvest is past! 

Almost persuaded, doom comes at last! 

Almost cannot avail; 

Almost is but to fail. 

Sad, sad that bitter wail, 

Almost – but lost! 

 

It practically goes without saying that, in the day of 

judgment, the number of men and women who “almost” 

obeyed the Lord while on earth shall be legion. Standing 

before the Lord in that day will be those like the rich ruler 

in Mark 10:17-22 whose faith was strangled by the grip of 

earthly wealth. There will be individuals whose faith lived 

until it met up with their fear of men (John 12:42;43, 

Matthew 10:32,33). And then, in that day to end all 

earthly days, there will be those who, in life, sincerely felt 

that they were doing the Lord’s will. They will plead with 

the Lord and ask Him, “Lord, Lord, have we not 

prophesied in thy name and in thy name cast out devils 

and in thy name done many wonderful works?” The King 

of kings shall say to them, “I never knew you: depart from 

me, ye that work iniquity.” Why will He say this? It’s 
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because they had not done the Lord’s will (Matthew 7:21-

23). 

Living faith, the faith that saves, does not stop short 

when it comes to obeying the will of God. Those who 

possess this faith know that God’s blessings are bestowed 

only upon those who obey the conditions that He has set 

forth for receiving those blessings. What greater example 

is there of this than that set by the Israelites who fought in 

the battle of Jericho? 

The inspired writer of the letter to the Hebrews is not 

hesitant to mention that the walls of Jericho fell AFTER 

they were compassed about for seven days. This was 

when the Israelites’ obedience was complete. This was 

when God fulfilled His promise to break down the walls. 

Jehovah’s instructions to His people were explicit but 

they also carried Divinely inspired implications. They 

were to march around the fortress once a day for six days. 

On the seventh day they were to march around it seven 

times. It was after this seventh march on the seventh day 

that the walls fell like sand under the finger of the 

Almighty. 

But what if Joshua and his troops had stopped on the 

first day? Would the walls have fallen? If God is true to 

His word (and He is, Titus 1:2), they would not have. 

Would they have fallen on the second day? Would they 

have come tumbling down on the third, fourth, fifth or 

sixth days? What if Joshua and his brethren had decided 

to stop circling the city after the sixth time on the seventh 

day? What would have happened? Even a little child 

could tell us that the walls would have stood as erect as 

when they had first been built. 

This is where we notice the implications earlier 

mentioned. The fact that God said the walls would fall 

down after the seventh march on the seventh day indicates 

that they would not fall down one moment before that. He 

did not have to say, “Thou shalt not march around it just 
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once” or “Thou shalt not march around it just twice,” etc. 

in order to get this point across. Joshua understood the 

Lord to be saying that the city must be circled a total of 

thirteen times and according to God’s regulations in order 

for the walls to come down. 

What does all of this mean? It means that God 

demands obedience and that stopping short of doing His 

will is NOT doing His will. “Almost” cannot avail. 

“Almost” is but to fail. “Almost” obedience would never 

have given the Israelites the great victory they enjoyed on 

that day. “Almost” obedience would not have cleansed 

Naaman (II Kings 5). “Almost” obedience is going to 

condemn multitudes of souls in eternity. 

The legions of those in the day of judgment who 

almost obeyed shall likely be dominated by men and 

women who might have believed that Jesus is the Christ, 

but who never demonstrated their faith in action. Their 

faith stopped short. Alive at its inception, it died when 

they made the decision to go no further in their obedience. 

It died when they chose to live by denominational dogmas 

and church creed rather than by the pure Word of God. 

They never repented of their sins (Luke 13:3). They failed 

to confess their faith in Jesus as the Christ (Romans 

10:10-11). They stopped short of being immersed in water 

for the forgiveness of their sins (Acts 2:38). Their 

numerous pleas will begin, “Lord, Lord, have we not…” 

but their souls will be turned away with, “I never knew 

you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” 

We who are Christians ought not think that this 

chapter has no application to our lives. We must not stop 

short either for God calls us through His Word to grow in 

Him. Consider these words of the apostle Paul, a man 

who, by the intensity of his love and zeal for the Lord, 

would put many, many contemporary Christians to 

shame. 
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Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for 

the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 

my Lord…that I may know him, and the power of 

his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 

sufferings, being made conformable to his death; 

if by any means I might attain unto the 

resurrection of the dead. Not as though I had 

already attained, either were already perfect: but I 

follow after, if that I may apprehend that for 

which I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, 

I count not myself to have apprehended: but this 

one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 

behind, and reaching forth unto those things 

which are before, I press toward the mark for the 

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 3:8, 10-14). 

 

The Christian life does not demand perfection. It 

demands a desire to grow according to the one and only 

standard for spiritual growth, the Bible. Peter gave solemn 

instruction in II Peter 1:5-7 to grow in seven godly 

virtues. He said we should “give all diligence” to grow in 

these. 

 

If these things be in you, and abound, they make 

you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful 

in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 

Christ…Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 

diligence to make your calling and election sure: 

for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall. (II 

Peter 1:8,10) 

 

Some Christians want to stop short of being faithful to 

God all through life (Revelation 2:10) and depart from the 

Word, thinking that the grace of God will cover their sins. 

But going against God’s Word is willful sin and the 
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Christian who participates in it “hath done despite unto 

the Spirit of grace” (Hebrews 10:26-29). God’s grace is 

marvelous, but Ephesians 2:8 teaches that to enjoy the 

blessing of God’s grace we must walk by faith, faith that 

must continue to live as long as we do if we want to enjoy 

eternity in the mansions of heaven. 

If you are not a Christian, please carefully study 

God’s requirements for obtaining salvation from past sins 

that He has set forth in His Word and realize the futility of 

stopping short. Dead faith does not save (James 2:17). 

Living faith is evidenced by obedience to God’s will. The 

collapse of the walls of Jericho and the subsequent 

invasion by Israelite forces bear this out. 

If you are a Christian, please study God’s 

requirements for faithfulness that He has set forth in His 

Word and realize the hopelessness of the Christian who 

stops serving God either through indifference or through 

wandering off into false doctrine. Your race is not yet 

won and neither is mine. We are still battling Satan. We 

must still lay aside the weight of sin (Hebrews 12:1) and 

put to death the deeds of the flesh (Colossians 3:5). These 

actions demand self-discipline on our part, steady 

devotion to doing right and commitment to following the 

Word of God. Neither you nor I dare quit now. 

Non-Christian or Christian, especially those who 

know the truth but are not being obedient to it, remember 

the words of James in James 4:17. “Therefore to him that 

knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

Have living faith and do not stop short. What a tragedy it 

would be for you to scream, as you are hurled into outer 

darkness where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, 

“Almost, but lost!” 

 

 

 

 



 130 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: Almost obeying the Lord will be enough to 

save our souls if we are sincere. 

2. T – F: Those who almost obey will suffer a more 

severe punishment than those who never heard 

the truth. 

3. T – F: The walls of Jericho started falling before the 

Israelites completed their obedience to God’s 

commands. 

4. T – F: Naaman was not cleansed of his leprosy until 

he did all that the Lord told him to do to be 

cleansed. 

5. T – F: The Lord expects us to be sinless. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. The apostle Paul was a Christian who: A) firmly 

believed in the “once saved, always saved” doctrine; 

B) strove to grow in the faith throughout his life; C) 

sat back and did nothing for the Lord after his 

conversion. 

2. In the first chapter of II Peter, we find a list of: A) 

“the seven deadly sins”; B) commands that the Lord 

hopes we will obey; C) virtues that the Lord expects 

us to put on. 

3. In the day of judgment, many who claim to know the 

Lord will be lost because: A) they did not do his will; 

B) the Lord enjoys seeing souls being lost; C) Satan is 

more powerful than God. 

4. In Jehovah’s instructions to Joshua and the Israelites, 

we learn that: A) God doesn’t care whether or not we 

obey Him; B) God expects us to not stop short of 

obeying His will; C) God is cruel and too demanding. 
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5. Faith that does not manifest itself in obedience is: A) 

pleasing to God; B) the faith that overcomes the 

world; C) dead faith. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “Not ____________ one that saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall ___________ into the kingdom of 

_________; but he that ___________ the _______ of 

my ___________ which is in heaven.” 

2. “In hope of ___________ life, which ______, that 

cannot ______, promised before the world began.” 

3. “Brethren, I __________ not myself to have 

__________________: but this one thing I do, 

_____________ those things which are 

______________, and _______________ forth unto 

those things which are ______________, I 

______________ toward the mark for the prize of the 

___________ calling of ________ in Christ Jesus.” 

4. “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give _____________ 

to make your calling and election ________: for if ye 

do these things, ye shall ______________ fall.” 

5. “Therefore to him that ______________ to do 

___________ and doeth it ________, to him it is 

__________.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Why is it dangerous to stop short and only almost 

obey the Lord? ______________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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2. Besides wealth and fear of men, what are some other 

factors that cause people to stop short of obeying 

God? ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. Why do you think that the doctrine of salvation by 

faith only is so popular? _______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

4. What are some Bible passages that deny the doctrine 

of salvation by faith only? ______________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. Why do you think that the doctrine of “once saved, 

always saved” is so popular? ___________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. What are some Bible passages that teach that it is 

possible for a Christian to fall and lose his soul? ___ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. Discuss the belief of universalism, the notion that 

God’s grace will cover over everyone’s sins in the day 

of judgment, whether they obeyed Him or not. _____ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

8. Why was it not necessary for the Lord to say to 

Joshua, “Thou shalt not march just one day,” “Thou 

shalt not march just two days,” etc.? _____________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. By teaching that a person must faithfully obey God’s 

Word, are we saying that one can earn his or her 

salvation? Explain your answer. ________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

10. Discuss the cleansing of Naaman in II Kings 5 as a 

further example of the fact that God demands 

complete obedience. __________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

11. Why do you suppose God chose this unusual method 

for overthrowing the city of Jericho? _____________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. Discuss the belief of some that a Christian CAN reach 

sinless perfection in this life. ___________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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13. What did Paul mean when he said that fallen 

Christians “crucify to themselves the Son of God 

afresh, and put him to an open shame”? (Hebrews 

6:6). ______________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. Discuss James 4:17 in more detail. ______________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. Can you think of any other men or women about 

whom we read in the Bible who stopped short and 

only almost obeyed? What kept them from completely 

surrendering their lives to the Lord? _____________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 

for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and 

fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.” 
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Chapter Thirteen 

Living Faith 

Accepts the Evidence 

and Makes Application 
Rahab – Joshua 2 

 

Memory Work:  

"By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that 

believed not, when she had received the spies with 

peace." (Hebrews 11:31). 

 

Prior to the Israelites’ invasion of Jericho, Joshua had 

sent two spies into the city on a reconnaissance mission. It 

was their good fortune (doubtlessly through the 

providence of God) to come to the residence of Rahab. 

The reason why this woman showed the spies the great 

favor that she did is seen in the following explanation that 

she offered to the pair of Jewish scouts: 

 

I know that the Lord hath given you the land, and 

that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the 

inhabitants of the land faint because of you. For 

we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of 

the Red Sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; 

and what ye did unto the two kings of the 

Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, 

Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as 

soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did 

melt, neither did there remain any more courage 

in any man, because of you: for the Lord your 

God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth 

beneath. (Joshua 2:9-11). 
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What a marvelous contrast is found in these words. 

All of the inhabitants of the city had heard of the mighty 

works of Jehovah. They even trembled at the thought of 

His power. A God who could part deep waters and 

overthrow seemingly unconquerable kingdoms was one 

whom they feared greatly. Their hearts melted like ice 

before fire. Courage fled from them as the tide rushes 

from the shore. 

Rahab included herself in this number of people who 

were deathly afraid of the Lord, but now we notice that 

contrast between her and her fellow Jerichoites. They 

went ahead and tried to battle the Lord's troops anyway, 

their fear and knowledge of God and His omnipotence 

notwithstanding (Joshua 6:1), perhaps figuring that, even 

though He could part waters, maybe He could not go 

through walls. After all, Jericho was a mighty fortress. 

What their armies would not be able to do in protecting 

the city, the walls could be capable of, or so they thought. 

Rahab knew better though. She was aware of the 

evidence of God's power and she most fully believed that 

the God who could part waters could, with little trouble, 

knock down man-made walls. Out of her fear of God and 

humility, she requested of the two spies that she and her 

family be spared when Israel entered the city. The spies 

promised to honor this request but only if she adhered to 

the conditions. She must keep their presence with her in 

the city a secret. She must take the scarlet thread with 

which she lowered them from the roof of her house and 

tie it in the window through which they escaped. 

Furthermore, she must have her family in that particular 

house with her during the invasion. Her faith was being 

tested still. It was obvious that she gave lip service to 

belief in God, but would she actually show her faith? 

Notice in Joshua 2:21 that, as soon as the spies 

departed, Rahab made haste to obey the first of the 

conditions laid down by the two men. Right away she tied 
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the scarlet cord in the window. Joshua 6:23 indicates that 

she and her family were saved in the siege, a fact that 

shows that she was obedient to the other two conditions as 

well. She believed that Jehovah was the one God and she 

demonstrated her faith. Her fellow citizens believed what 

God had done but, unfortunately for them, they apparently 

did not believe that He could do similar things to them. 

Back in chapter one of this book we noted the fact 

revealed to us in Hebrews 11:1 that faith is "the evidence 

of things not seen." We saw that, even though we did not 

see any of the people and events recorded in the Bible, if 

we have living faith we will accept them as true. This is 

what it means to accept the evidence, but it goes beyond 

this even further. 

It is one thing to give mental assent to the truths of the 

Bible. It is something else to make application of these 

things to your life and learn from them. The majority of 

the inhabitants of Jericho believed what God had done in 

the past but they did not apply what they had learned nor 

did they take into consideration the possibility that if God 

could do those great things, He could certainly defeat 

them. 

What have you learned in this thirteen week study? 

From the life of Abel, did you learn that God expects a 

holy attitude? From Enoch, did you learn that God 

expects faith to be a daily growth process? Did you learn 

the other lessons set forth in the lives of the other men and 

women cited? If so, that is wonderful and you are to be 

commended for taking the time to seriously study the 

greatest book on earth, the Bible. 

It's great to learn lessons from the Bible, but it's even 

greater to apply them. You learned about a holy attitude, 

but has your attitude improved? You learned about 

growing in the faith, but have you been striving to grow 

yourself? You learned about respecting God's power, but 

has your respect gotten stronger? Since starting this study, 
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have you learned to more fully accept God's will as 

supreme? Have you run doubts from your mind even as 

Sarah did? 

Those of us who write class books are not interested 

in merely relating stories. Our goal is to go to the Bible, 

show how others lived their lives, how God reacted to 

their lives and then encourage our readers to either follow 

the good examples or refrain from imitating the poor 

ones. 

The purpose of the written Word of God is found in 

several of its own passages. 

 

For whatsoever things were written aforetime 

were written for our learning, that we through 

patience and comfort of the scriptures might have 

hope. (Romans 15:4). 

 

Now these things were our examples, to the intent 

we should not lust after evil things, as they also 

lusted (I Corinthians 10:6). 

 

Now all these things happened unto them for 

ensamples: and they are written for our 

admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 

come. (I Corinthians 10:11). 

 

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness: That the man of 

God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all 

good works. (II Timothy 3:16,17). 

 

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 

with so great a cloud of witnesses (speaking of 

those of whom he had just written - mrg), let us 

lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so 
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easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 

race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and is set down at the right 

hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1,2). 

 

The Bible is not a book of mythical stories and fairy 

tales. It is pure, unadulterated fact. It is real history. 

Nothing but the Word of God teaches better than life itself 

and that is why so much of God's Word is occupied with 

the telling of events in people's lives and how God reacted 

to these so that we can learn how He wants US to live. 

The evidence is there just as clearly as it was there for 

Rahab. She did not see the things she believed either. She 

had heard of them, but just because she had only heard of 

them and had not seen them did not make her any less 

faithful (see John 20:29). She accepted the evidence and 

acted upon her faith. She believed that since God was able 

to part waters, He was able to tear down walls. She 

believed that since He was able to destroy other kingdoms 

for their disobedience, He was also able to destroy that 

city. She applied the lessons from the evidence to her own 

life and was not only spared with her family from death in 

the Israelite invasion, but she also had the privilege of 

bearing a son who was in the lineage of Jesus (Matthew 

1:5). 

Living faith does not walk away from the Word of 

God without being stronger. Those who possess it go 

beyond just reading to answer questions in a class book. 

They do not walk away from a study of the Word without 

having learned something for their own lives. Some 

people go to God's Word like a man with a bucket riddled 

with holes goes to a well and then, when they close the 

Bible, they wonder why they didn't learn anything. 
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Accept the evidence and believe that what God says 

He will do He will indeed do. If He demanded obedience 

from the people about whom we read in the Bible, He 

demands it from you and me. If He punished the 

disobedient about whom we read in the Bible, He will 

punish you and me if we are disobedient. If He rewarded 

the faithful about whom we read in the Bible, He will 

reward you and me if we are faithful. As we study the 

Bible, may we develop that living faith that accepts the 

evidence and, making application of same, lives by the 

inerrant, verbally inspired Word of God. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 

TRUE OR FALSE  

1. T – F: The Israelite spies were just lucky to find a 

woman who feared God and who would keep 

their entrance into Jericho a secret. 

2. T – F: The people of Jericho were afraid of the Lord. 

3. T – F: The people of Jericho firmly believed that God 

could overthrow them. 

4. T – F: The Lord continued to test Rahab's faith after 

the spies departed. 

5. T – F: The difference between Rahab and her fellow 

citizens is that she applied what she had 

learned about God and they did not. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

1. This chapter reaffirms that faith is: A) "the evidence 

of things not seen"; B) "indifferent to God's 

commands"; C) "good to have, but not mandatory to 

our eternal salvation." 

2. Living faith: A) does not act; B) goes beyond just 

reading the Bible and actually makes application of 

God's Word; C) is possessed by the majority of the 

religious world. 
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3. Bible class books are written: A) to take the place of 

the Bible; B) to give lazy preachers something to 

occupy their time; C) to only assist in a study of the 

Word of God. 

4. The Bible is: A) a good book, much like the works of 

Shakespeare and other great writers; B) full of errors 

and not worthy of our respect; C) the pure, 

unadulterated, Divinely inspired Word of God. 

5. Those who possess living faith walk away from a 

study of the Bible: A) no different than when they 

began the study; B) stronger in the faith; C) bored and 

indifferent. 

 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 

1. “For _________________ things were 

______________ aforetime were written for our 

_____________, that we through ______________ 

and _______________ of the ________________ 

might have hope.” 

2. “Now these things were our _______________ to the 

__________ that we should not _________ after 

__________ things, as they also _____________.” 

3. “Now all these things happened unto them for 

________________: and they are ________________ 

for our ____________________, upon whom the 

__________ of the world are come.” 

4. “All ________________ is given by 

_________________ of God, and is profitable for 

_______________, for ______________, for 

____________________, for instruction in 

____________________: that the man of God may be 

perfect, _________________ furnished unto all 

_________ works.” 

5. “Wherefore seeing we also are _________________ 

about with so great a cloud of _________________, 
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let us __________ aside every ____________ and the 

______ which so easily besets us, and let us run with 

_______________ the race that is set before us, 

______________ unto Jesus the _____________ and 

__________________ of our ____________; who for 

the __________ that was set before him 

_______________ the cross, despising the 

______________, and is set down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. How did Rahab know that the God of Israel was the 

true God? ___________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

2. The people of Jericho were, undoubtedly, idolaters 

(see Deuteronomy 6:5; 12:31). Discuss any 

difficulties that Rahab might have faced in turning 

from the false gods of her people to the true God of all 

creation. ____________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

3. Discuss methods we can employ to turn worshippers 

of false gods to obedience to the one true God. _____ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

4. Does popular opinion influence people's attitudes 

toward God? Explain your answer. _______________ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

5. Why do you suppose the people of Jericho did not 

believe that God could overthrow them? __________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

6. Discuss lessons taught by the fact that Rahab was 

concerned about her family's safety. ______________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

7. What would have happened to Rahab and her family 

if she had refused to obey even one of the instructions 

given to her by the spies? Why would this have 

happened to her? _____________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

8. Why is just reading the Bible not as good as reading it 

and applying it? ______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

9. Are there still people in the world today who read or 

hear of God's will and yet do not obey it? Why do 

they not obey? _______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 
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10. Discuss how Bible study helps such as class books, 

commentaries, etc. should be used in a study of the 

Word of God. _______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

11. Discuss the profitableness of the Word of God as 

found in II Timothy 3:16-17. ___________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

12. What is the meaning of Jesus' statement to Thomas in 

John 20:29? _________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

13. How should we prepare for both private and class 

Bible studies? _______________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

14. Do you think that members of the church of Christ are 

more or less knowledgeable of the Bible than we were 

30 years ago? Explain your answer. ______________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

15. What are some ways in which we can become more 

knowledgeable of the Word of God? _____________ 

___________________________________________ 
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___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES  

Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 

 

“For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 

without works is dead also.” 
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Summary 
Hebrews 11:33-38 

 

Like the writer of the letter to the Hebrew Christians, I 

find myself limited by time and space in this discussion of 

the Bible's great figures of faith. May I encourage you to 

take the time to study these on your own? What a great 

privilege it will be for you to look into the lives of 

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the 

prophets and the other men and women "of whom the 

world was not worthy." But this volume must now come 

to a close. My hope is that it has sparked within you an 

interest to personally engage in a further study of living 

faith. We should consider our world highly favored for 

having met these wonderful ladies and gentlemen and we 

should count ourselves highly blessed for having the 

Word of God which shall forevermore tell us of their 

marvelous examples. 

Divine inspiration provides us with some statements 

that more than adequately summarize what has been said 

in this book about living faith. In I John 5:4,5 we find 

these words: "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh 

the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 

world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the 

world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?" 

Dead faith has no more ability to overcome the world 

than an army of dead men has the ability to conquer a 

city. Dead faith cannot be victorious. Dead faith is an 

attempted compromise with God. It is an effort to please 

God while continuing to serve Satan. Such an effort 

always has, does, and always will fail (Matthew 6:24; 

James 4:4; I John 2:15). 

Dead faith is a white flag of surrender waved in the 

battle for our souls. It signifies a belief that Satan is more 

powerful, that his pull is stronger, and that his "care" is 

better than God's. In the day of judgment though, the folly 
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of surrendering to the prince of darkness will be revealed 

as those with dead faith go to be with their master in 

eternal torment while those with living faith experience a 

marvelous victory through Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 

15:54-57). 

The decision to live by faith in God or walk by sight 

with Satan is yours and yours alone. It is not one that 

anyone else can make for you for each of us shall stand 

for ourselves before the Lord's judgment seat (II 

Corinthians 5:10). 

In summary, it all comes down to this: What will you 

do with God and His Word? My prayer is that all who 

read these words will have the wisdom to obey the Lord 

through living faith, the faith that overcomes the world. 
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Appendix: 

God's Plan of Salvation 
 

The Bible teaches that you and I are sinners (Romans 

3:10,23). As such, we are displeasing to God (Psalm 5:5). 

Our sins, like a brick wall, separate us from Jehovah 

(Isaiah 59:1,2). They separate us from the one who is 

going to judge this world, the one who has the power to 

cast us into eternal hell or take us into eternal glory in 

heaven at Judgment (Matthew 7:21-23; 25:31-46). 

Certainly all of us desire to avoid the punishment of 

hell and to go to heaven, but how can we accomplish this 

desire if we are sinners who stand separated from God? 

Were it not for the grace of God, we could not accomplish 

it at all (Matthew 19:25,26; Titus 2:11). 

Ephesians 2:8 states, "For by grace are ye saved 

through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God." That "gift of God" is "eternal life through Jesus 

Christ our Lord." (Romans 6:23). Prompted by His 

perfect love, God gave His only begotten Son, Jesus the 

Christ, as a sacrifice for our sins (John 3:16). The penalty 

for sin has to be paid. Because of God's grace and love, 

He does not want us to have to pay that penalty (though 

we hasten to mention that God's perfect justice demands 

that those who do not obey the Lord be punished – 

Deuteronomy 32:4; II Thessalonians 1:7-9). The blood of 

His Son that was shed on a cross on the hill of Calvary 

nearly 2000 years ago paid the price for sin. 

Our sins CAN be forgiven. We CAN be pure in the 

sight of God IF we will be washed in the soul-saving 

blood of Christ that is made available to every sinner. But 

how are we washed in this blood? God's grace saves us, 

but His grace alone does not save. It is by His grace that 

everyone has the opportunity to be saved and it is by His 

grace that some will be saved, but not everyone will be 
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saved in eternity (Matthew 7:13,14). Only those who obey 

the Lord's Gospel and thus are washed in the blood of 

Christ have the hope of eternal life (Revelation 1:5). 

Again referring to Ephesians 2:8, we learn that faith 

plays a part in our salvation. By His grace, God provides 

salvation but WE must do something to receive it. We 

must believe (have faith) not only in Him (Hebrews 11:6), 

but also in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God (John 

8:24). BUT, faith alone is not sufficient to save us from 

our sins (James 2:24). James 2:19 says that the devils 

believe, but they are not saved. Faith that is not put into 

action is a dead faith that is useless (James 2:20). 

The New Testament very clearly tells us how to act on 

our faith so as to secure the blessing of forgiveness of 

sins. With the faith that we gained from God's Word, the 

Bible, firmly planted in our hearts and minds (Romans 

10:17), we learn from the Bible of our sinful state. 

Knowing that we don't want to continue our lives as lost 

sinners, the next logical step for us to take is repentance. 

To repent means to change one's direction, to turn from 

one's devotion to Satan and turn to a devotion to God. 

Jesus stated that we all MUST repent (Luke 13:3). Peter 

indicated the same in Acts 2:38 and 3:19. 

Faith and repentance are still not enough to secure 

Divine forgiveness. In the New Testament book of Acts, 

sometimes called the book of conversions, we have an 

example of a believing, penitent sinner making a public 

confession of Christ. "I believe that Jesus Christ is the 

Son of God," he declared. (Acts 8:37). Jesus had earlier 

stated that confession of belief in Him was necessary 

(Matthew 10:32,33). The apostle Paul later wrote that 

confession is made unto (in order to receive) salvation, 

"for the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall 

not be ashamed." (Romans 10:10,11). 

Faith, repentance and confession still fall short of the 

blood of Christ. II Timothy 2:10 says that salvation is IN 
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Christ Jesus. The alien sinner has to get INTO Christ 

somehow, but nowhere does the Bible say that we can 

believe into Christ. Nowhere does Sacred Scripture tell us 

that we can repent into Christ. The Divine record contains 

not one statement that says we can confess into Christ. 

How then can we get into Christ and be washed in the 

soul-cleansing blood of the Lamb of God (Hebrews 

9:13,14)? 

One passage of the Bible answers this question for us. 

Galatians 3:27 speaks of people who had been baptized 

(immersed) INTO Christ. Verse 28 speaks of them being 

IN Christ Jesus. They got there by virtue of their 

immersion into Christ. 

The absolute necessity of immersion to be saved is 

taught in several New Testament passages (Mark 16:16; 

Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3ff; I Peter 3:21). This 

immersion is to be the one authorized by the Father, the 

Son and the Holy Spirit in God's Word (Matthew 28:19). 

It is the one immersion mentioned in Ephesians 4:4-6, 

namely, immersion in water for the forgiveness of sins 

through the blood of Christ. 

Faith, repentance, confession and immersion for the 

remission of sins form man's part of being saved. These 

are not man-made works, for no one shall be saved by 

works that man creates (Ephesians 2:9). These are acts of 

obedience that God has mandated in His Word, acts that 

we MUST do if we want to break down the wall of sin 

that stands between us and Him. 

Following these steps of salvation and rising up from 

the waters of immersion, not only is one a new creature 

(II Corinthians 5:17), but he is then a member of the 

Lord's church, the one and ONLY one Jesus promised to 

build (Matthew 16:18). The Lord adds the saved to the 

church (Acts 2:47). 

His church is not a denomination but is the one body 

into which all who want to be saved in eternity must come 
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(Ephesians 1:22,23; 4:4-6; 5:23). Only those who have 

obeyed the Gospel and thus become members of the 

Lord's church can be called Christians (Acts 11:26). 

Won't you, dear reader, look at the scriptures that have 

been cited, examine them carefully and let them sink 

deeply into your heart? Won't you then muster the 

courage to obey the Lord? Your sins will be washed 

away, you will become a servant of the Lord (Romans 

6:17,18) and a part of His family (Ephesians 3:10-15) and 

you will have the hope of eternal life (Titus 1:1,2; I John 

2:25), a hope that will become reality in Judgment if you 

will only continue to follow the Word of God exclusively 

all the days of your Christian life on earth (II Timothy 

4:7,8; Hebrews 10:36). May God bless you as you do His 

will. 
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