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Introduction 

"Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all 
your getting, get understanding." (Proverbs 4:7). 

Deep in the heart of every man and woman is the desire to be 
wise. We want to make wise choices, be they choices regarding  
business decisions, financial matters, or relationships. We want to 
provide wise answers when someone asks us for advice. Some want 
wisdom to create insightful, quotable comments that will live on 
through the ages while others just wish they could come up with 
quick, pointed retorts to put another person in his or her place. 

Wisdom, however, is more than just making decisions, offering 
answers, and tossing out witty one-liners. Wisdom is neither a 
gimmick nor is it something that is to be called upon only when we 
think we need it. Instead, its root seeks soil beneath the routine issues 
of life and into the very heart of our being. 

How many of us have truly plumbed the depths of wisdom? 
Sadly, too often we turn to the words of mere men in hopes that their 
thoughts can inspire wisdom within us. While the sayings of the 
ancients such as Aristotle and Plato as well as their modern-day 
counterparts can provide us with some degree of wisdom, they will 
never completely satisfy our appetite for this precious commodity. 
There is only one satisfactory source for the wisdom that will not only 
sustain us, but that will lead us into a fuller life and, ultimately, 
eternal peace. Both King Solomon and his father, King David, wrote 
that wisdom begins with fear (reverence, respect) of the Lord (Psalm 
111:10; Proverbs 9:10). The wisdom that needs to permeate our lives 
originated with God (Proverbs 8:22). Therefore, it is to God that we 
must turn and ask, "Lord, how can I obtain this wisdom?" As we open 
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our hearts and eyes and ears we find that He has abundantly answered 
our plea in His inspired Word, the Bible. 

This book focuses on this "wisdom from above." In it, you will 
find a study of the attributes of wisdom, its benefits, and how to 
obtain it. Because of the fact that sometimes we can only appreciate 
the light after we have seen the darkness, you will also find herein a 
description and consequences of the "wisdom from below" so that you 
can clearly see the distinction between what God calls wisdom and 
what the world calls wisdom. Recognition of the difference between 
the two types of wisdom is critical if we are to benefit from the type 
that promises God's blessings. 

My hope and prayer is that this study will help each of us develop 
the deeper wisdom that God offers through His Word. May the Lord 
receive the glory through this effort. 

 
Michael Gifford 

June 27, 2016 
 



 
 

 
- i - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Any of You Lacks 

        Wisdom 

 

 

 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- ii - 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
- 1 - 

 

 

 

Chapter One: 
The Wisdom from Below 

Memory Work:  
"But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do 
not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not 
descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For 
where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil 
thing are there." (James 3:14-16) 

 
No book of the Bible draws a sharper contrast between the way of 

God and the way of the world than the epistle of James. The two are 
polar opposites, with God's way leading us to eternal life and the 
world's way leading us to eternal loss. Writing to Christians who were 
scattered abroad, perhaps due to persecution, James made it clear that 
God was not to blame for their troubles (James 1:13-16). To the 
contrary, he said, God is always good (James 1:17). To illustrate that 
truth, he wrote, "Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of 
truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures." (James 
1:18). How much more evidence do we need of the goodness of God 
than the fact that He saves those who obey Him through the blood of 
Jesus Christ? 

This contrast between the way of God and the way of the world is 
again seen in James' later comments regarding wisdom. 

 
"Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by 
good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of 
wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your 
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does 
not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For 
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where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil 
thing are there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy." (James 3:13-
17). 
 
The wisdom from above, which is the primary focus of this book, 

is rich with Godliness and blessings while the wisdom from below is 
rife with evil and heartache. Sadly, we often blur the line between the 
two types of wisdom, thus causing us to call that which is good evil 
and that which is evil good (Isaiah 5:20). Recognizing the definitive 
distinction between the two will help us identify the one that we 
should pursue. 

Let's begin by noticing the characteristics of the wisdom from 
below as stated in James 3:15. First, it is not from above. God did not 
originate it. He is not the cause of the untold damage that results when 
people live by this type of wisdom. If we want to be angry at someone 
for the evil in this world, let's be angry at Satan for promoting the evil 
and at ourselves for listening to and obeying him. He is the father of 
lies (John 8:44). He is selling us a bill of goods and far too many of us 
are buying it. Satan is the ultimate scammer, offering us his version of 
wisdom but neglecting to point out its consequences. 

Secondly, the wisdom from below is earthly. Isn't that pretty much 
what James just said when he wrote that it is not from above? Indeed 
it is, but we're all familiar with the fact that the three best ways to 
learn something are "repetition, repetition, and repetition." Both Paul 
and Peter wrote of the importance of repeating truths (Philippians 3:1; 
II Peter 1:12-15). In basically saying the same thing but in a slightly 
different manner, James reminds us that the finger of blame for evil 
should not be pointed at God. 

The majority of the times the word "earthly" is found in the New 
Testament, it is used in contrast to that which is heavenly or spiritual. 
For example, Jesus said, "If I have told you earthly things and you do 
not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly things?" (John 
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3:12). Paul wrote, "For many walk, of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross 
of Christ:  whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things." 
(Philippians 3:18-19). Again, God is not the author of the wisdom 
from below. 

Thirdly, the wisdom from below is sensual. Notice the digression 
of each consecutive term as James described this type of wisdom. He 
went from the general ("does not descend from above") to the more 
specific ("earthly") and now he has gone down to a lower level in his 
description of the wisdom from below. On the surface, the word 
"earthly" may not be immediately recognized as signifying evil in and 
of itself. The context determines its meaning. On the other hand, the 
use of "sensual" strikes the reader at first sight with thoughts of 
wickedness and lewdness. While the original Greek word was also 
used to describe the human life as a whole ("natural" in I Corinthians 
2:14), in this context it denotes evil just as it did when Jude used the 
word in Jude 19. "But you, beloved, remember the words which were 
spoken before by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ:  how they told 
you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk 
according to their own ungodly lusts. These are sensual persons, who 
cause divisions, not having the Spirit." (Jude 17-19). 

At the bottom of the list of the characteristics of the wisdom from 
below, both in order and in actuality, is the word, "demonic" or 
"devilish" in the King James Version. This is the only time this word 
is used in the New Testament. It shows that the source of this wisdom 
is as low as it can get. Yes, it is not from above, it is earthly, and it is 
sensual, but at the very core of it is Satan himself. That fact, in and of 
itself, should be enough to persuade us that we should not pursue this 
type of wisdom. 

Now that we've noted the characteristics of the wisdom from 
below, let's consider how this wisdom manifests itself. It does so in 
two ways according to James 1:14; through bitter envy and self-
seeking. 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- 4 - 

 

We're all too familiar with what envy is. It often rears its ugly 
head in our own lives today. When someone receives a promotion, 
buys something really nice or has other blessings come their way, the 
temptation is to envy them, especially if they got the promotion over 
us or if we can't get our hands on the same (or better) things than they 
have. Paul said that when Christians are blessed, other Christians are 
to "rejoice with those who rejoice" (Romans 12:15). This is polar 
opposite to the attitude of envy. Envy causes us to make unfair 
judgments, question motives and even suggest that someone who has 
been blessed must have done something ungodly to get what they got. 
Interestingly, the word translated, "envy" also carries with it a positive 
meaning ("zeal" in II Corinthians 9:2). This fact reminds us that 
words in the Bible must be examined in their context. It also reminds 
us that the same heart that has the potential to produce evil also has 
the potential to produce good. 

The wisdom from above doesn't manifest itself just in envy 
though. James wrote of "bitter" envying. This is envying to the nth 
degree. This type of envy doesn't stop with the attitude. It acts on that 
attitude. Think of King Saul after David killed Goliath. According to I 
Samuel 18:6-7, as David was returning from that battle, the women of 
the cities of Israel came out in celebration and said, "Saul has slain his 
thousands, and David his ten thousands." The next two verses 
describe Saul's response. "Then Saul was very angry, and the saying 
displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten 
thousands, and to me they have ascribed only thousands. 
Now what more can he have but the kingdom?" So Saul eyed David 
from that day forward." (I Samuel 18:8-9). Reading on from that 
point, we learn of how Saul tried to kill David. His envy was indeed 
bitter. 

Beside manifesting itself in bitter envy, the wisdom from below 
shows its true colors through self-seeking. "Get whatever you want 
for yourself no matter who you have to destroy to get it." That was the 
philosophy of life to which James was referring. Sorrowfully, we 
must admit that this philosophy is still prevalent. This word is found 
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in the list of the works of the flesh ("selfish ambition") in Galatians 
5:20. That list is followed by the tragic words, "those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God." (Galatians 5:21). 
Count Diotrophes in the number of individuals who have personified 
the word "self-seeking." John said of him, "I wrote to the church, but 
Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not 
receive us. Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his deeds which he 
does, prating against us with malicious words. And not content with 
that, he himself does not receive the brethren, and forbids those who 
wish to, putting them out of the church." (III John 9-10). Wherever we 
see men and women who are promoting themselves and pursuing 
power and wealth, despite how their actions might harm others, we 
are seeing the manifestation of the self-seeking wisdom from below. 

James was quite thorough in his warning regarding the wisdom 
from below. Not only did he list its characteristics and cite examples 
of how it manifests itself, he then proceeded to describe the fruit that 
is produced wherever and whenever the seed of this wisdom is sown 
and nurtured. 

The first fruit of the wisdom from below is confusion. It's obvious 
why confusion comes from envy and self-seeking. Where these exist, 
there is no unity. Instead, there is, as the original word translated, 
"confusion" indicates, disunity and instability. Those who manifest 
the wisdom from below are looking out for themselves. They argue, 
fuss, and fight and have no single standard by which they can all 
agree to abide. There is, in fact, a single standard (God's Word - John 
17:17), but they have forsaken it. To them, each one is his or her own 
standard. Those who choose to follow rather than lead become 
confused by the worldly-wise leader in this corner crying out, "Follow 
me!" while the worldly-wise leader in the opposite corner demands, 
"Follow ME!" Whom should we follow? Unfortunately, it's often the 
one who looks the best, has the most money, or promises the most 
reward who attracts the most followers. If you think this sounds like 
our modern-day political scene, you're not far off. It's also an apt 
description of the denominational world. 
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The confusion that is born of the wisdom from below is a specific 
fruit. Generally speaking, according to James, every evil comes from 
this type of wisdom. That's the second fruit. To see more about the 
produce that comes from the wisdom from below, read Galatians 
5:19-21 for starters. Wherever you read of sin in the Bible, you are 
seeing the fruit of the wisdom from below. The same can be said for 
the evil we see in our world today. 

The wisdom we have just considered is not from above. It is 
earthly, sensual, and demonic. It manifests itself in bitter envy and it 
is self-seeking. Its fruits are confusion and every evil thing. There's 
one more fact that James wrote about it that needs to be brought out. 
According to James 3:14, this wisdom, and all that goes with it, 
comes from the heart. 

Going back to James 1:13-16, we find that evil is produced when 
we listen to temptation and act upon it. Jesus also said that evil comes 
from within (Matthew 15:19-20). In essence, when it comes to the 
wisdom from below, the heart of the matter is a matter of the heart. 
It's no wonder that Solomon wrote, "Keep your heart with all 
diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life." (Proverbs 4:23). 

Had the Lord stopped James from writing at James 3:16, we 
would have every reason to be distressed. What if we hate all of this 
evil? What if we don't want to commit all of this wickedness? What if 
we want to do better? If verse 16 were the end, we would be left with 
no alternative but to give up hope. But then the Holy Spirit, through 
James, opened the door of darkness to expose the light of the wisdom 
from above. We don't have to remain in the night of sin. We can step 
forth into the ray of righteousness and benefit from the wisdom from 
above. 

May we all take away at least two lessons from this chapter. First, 
the wisdom from below is evil and destructive to our lives as well as 
to our souls. Second, the marvelous mercy of God offers us a better 
way if we will only humble our hearts and seek it. 
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Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: God is not to blame for the troubles we face. 
2. T – F: The wisdom from below is earthly. 
3. T – F: The wisdom from below is sensual. 
4. T – F: The wisdom from below is demonic (devilish). 
5. T – F: God offers an alternative to the wisdom from below. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. The source of the wisdom from below is: A) God; B) people;      

C) Satan. 
2. Words in the Bible: A) must be examined in their context; B) no 

longer have any meaning for us; C) can be defined however we 
feel is best. 

3. To envy someone is to: A) wish the best for them; B) want what 
they have even if it means hurting them to get it; C) have a true 
love and concern for them. 

4. The wisdom from below causes confusion because: A) God wants 
it to; B) everyone sets up their own standard of right and wrong; 
C) God does not offer a better alternative. 

5. To stop practicing the wisdom from below ourselves, we must 
change: A) our hearts; B) God's Word; C) the way everyone else 
thinks. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "Of His own will He _____________ us forth by the word of 

_____________, that we might be a kind of _________________ 

of His ________________." 
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2. "If I have told you ____________ things and you do not 

______________, how will you believe if I tell you 

________________ things?" 

3. "For many __________, of whom I have told you ___________, 

and now tell you even _____________, that they are the 

______________ of the ____________ of Christ:  whose 

end is __________________, whose god is their ___________, 

and whose ______________ is in their _____________ - who set 

their ___________ on earthly things." 

4. "I wrote to the ____________, but Diotrephes, who loves to have 

the _______________________ among them, does not 

______________ us. Therefore, if I come, I will call to mind his 

_____________ which he does, prating against us with 

___________________ words. And not ______________ with 

that, he himself does not _______________ the 

__________________, and ________________ those who wish 

to, _______________ them out of the church." 

5. "Keep your ______________ with all _________________, for 

out of it spring the _______________ of life." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Is it important for us to study about the wisdom from below? Why 

or why not? ___________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do some blame God for their troubles? _________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What can we say to help someone who is blaming God for their 

troubles? _____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. What does it mean to "call that which is good evil and that which 

is evil good"? Can you think of any examples of this? _________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. What are some ways in which Satan tries to deceive us? ________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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6. Other than those mentioned in the lesson, what are some other 

things that we allow to make us envious of others? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Cite one other Bible example of envy. Who was envious of 

whom? Why were they envious? What were the results of that 

envy? ________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. What scripture or scriptures would be good for us to consider if 

we have become self-seeking individuals? ___________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What was Diotrephes doing and how was he harming the church? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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10. Why would envy and self-seeking cause confusion? ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What current day examples of confusion other than those in the 

lesson come to mind? ___________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. Why did Paul say in Galatians 5:21 that those who engage in the 

works of the flesh will not inherit the kingdom of God? ________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. How can we keep our hearts "with all diligence?" _____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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14. How does pursuing the wisdom from below draw us away from 

God? ________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. Why does God give us an alternative to the wisdom from below? _ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"For you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and 
divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving 
like mere men?" 
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Chapter Two: 
The Wisdom from Above - Introduction 

Memory Work:  
"For wisdom is better than rubies, and all the things one may 
desire cannot be compared with her." (Proverbs 8:11) 

 
By the power of Divine inspiration, James described the traits of 

the wisdom from above (James 3:17). These traits are rich and rare 
spiritual treasures that we will unearth and examine one at a time in 
the chapters that follow. In preparation for those detailed studies, let's 
consider some general truths about the wisdom that we should all 
desire. 

God is the origin of the wisdom from above. He alone is truly 
wise. Paul wrote, "to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ 
forever. Amen." (Romans 16:27). Being truly wise Himself, He is the 
source of true wisdom. Daniel declared, "And He changes the times 
and the seasons; He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives 
wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding." 
(Daniel 2:21). That God is the source of true wisdom would 
seemingly go without saying, and yet, as was noted in the previous 
chapter, many seem to miss this truth and instead seek wisdom from 
other sources. However, there are no other sources for the wisdom 
that we need to sustain us spiritually in this life and prepare us for the 
next. 

Peter once asked Jesus, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of eternal life." (John 6:68). We sometimes ask ourselves in 
song, "Where could I go but to the Lord?" If we want to learn how to 
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play a sport, we go to a coach of that sport for training. If we want to 
develop academic knowledge, we go to a teacher for instruction. If we 
want to become savvy investors, we seek out experienced financial 
experts to mentor us. We know where to go to get what we want in 
the physical realm. May we never forget that only God can provide 
what we need spiritually. 

The wisdom from above is infinitely greater than man's wisdom. 
In Luke 16:1-9 we read of a steward who had been dishonest in his 
service to his master. Jesus said that he had wasted his master's goods. 
When confronted about it, the steward, realizing that he was about to 
be put out of a job, decided that he would make friends with some of 
his master's debtors. He quickly went out and found each debtor and 
reduced the sum of money that he had previously said each one owed 
to his master. Of course, it could have been that the steward had 
inflated the prices to begin with and had been pocketing the difference 
between the amount owed to his master and the amount he was 
charging. If that was the case, then all he was doing was charging 
them what was actually due. Regardless, by going to each debtor and 
lowering his or her debt, he came out looking like a compassionate 
friend. Who among us wouldn't love to have a creditor call us and 
say, "I'm cutting what you owe in half"? We would be especially 
thankful were the mortgage company to call us with that happy news. 
Jesus noted that the master commended his steward for this "wise" 
move, not because he appreciated the steward's dishonesty, but 
because it showed a shrewdness in taking care of himself. His worldly 
wisdom bought him some friends and perhaps even food and shelter. 
The world calls that wisdom, but God's wisdom is greater. 

On a more positive note, we today are the beneficiaries of a 
multitude of inventions that have come through the wisdom of the 
human mind. Whether we're talking about airplanes, computers, or 
even cures for illnesses that once ravaged societies, we enjoy the 
products of the minds of men and women who chose to use their 
abilities for the good of mankind. Still, their wisdom cannot compare 
to the wisdom of God. 
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The Lord said through Isaiah, "For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, nor are your ways My ways, says the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts." (Isaiah 55:8-9). Jeremiah 
said of backsliding Judah, "The wise men are ashamed, they are 
dismayed and taken. Behold, they have rejected the word of 
the LORD; so what wisdom do they have?" (Jeremiah 8:9). The 
wisdom that they pursued when they turned away from God was, in 
essence, of no value. It would not strengthen them against their 
enemies nor would it spare them from the destruction they would 
eventually suffer at the hands of the Babylonians. "So what wisdom 
do they have?" In other words, ''What are they left with?" The answer 
was that they were left with an inferior wisdom. 

Paul had a great deal to say about the superiority of God's wisdom 
over the wisdom of the world. 

 
"For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of no effect. For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. For it is written: I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and bring to nothing the understanding of 
the prudent. Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish 
the wisdom of this world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God 
through the foolishness of the message preached to save those 
who believe. For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after 
wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a 
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, but to those 
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 
For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise 
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according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are 
called. But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the 
base things of the world and the things which are despised God 
has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing 
the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His 
presence. But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for 
us wisdom from God - and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption - that, as it is written, He who glories, let him glory 
in the LORD.” (I Corinthians 1:17-31). 
 
Verse 25 contains a figure of speech. There is no foolishness with 

God, but if there were, this "foolishness" would still be greater than 
man's most vaunted words of wisdom. Paul's line of reasoning that 
began in verse 17 and continued into chapter two was that the Gospel 
is the product of God's wisdom rather than man's. Many among us 
today claim to be more wise than God and attempt to teach and 
practice worldly ways instead of God's way. Our generation, as so 
many others before us, is filled with men and women who falsely and 
dangerously hold to the belief that they are the wise ones while also 
holding to the belief that any notion of God whatsoever constitutes 
foolishness. Those who think that they are greater than God will 
ultimately find themselves separated from the Lord in eternity. James 
said that "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble." 
(James 4:6).  

Another of the many great truths about the wisdom from above is 
that God offers it to us freely and without reservation when we seek it 
according to His will. He provides His wisdom "liberally and without 
reproach." (James 1:5). In the opening chapters of the book of 
Proverbs, wisdom is personified as a lady who is shouting out for 
attention. "Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the 
open squares. She cries out in the chief concourses,  at the openings 
of the gates in the city she speaks her words" (Proverbs 1:20-21). In 
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chapter nine of Proverbs, we find wisdom again crying out "from the 
highest places of the city." (Proverbs 9:3). The wisdom from above 
has not been hidden away in some obscure corner of the universe, 
daring any of us to find it. It's as easy to find as picking up the Bible 
and reading with a desire to learn and grow. God's wisdom climbs to 
the highest peak and shouts out to us, waving "her" arms, jumping up 
and down, saying, "Look at me! Listen to me! I'm here to help you!" 
Of course, in the other direction stands foolishness who calls just as 
eagerly and passionately to follow "her" (Proverbs 9:13-18). God 
freely offers us wisdom, but He leaves it up to us to choose it. 

James wrote that the wisdom from above demonstrates itself in 
actions. "Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show 
by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of 
wisdom." (James 3:13). It seems that James' original readers had 
some trouble distinguishing between those who were worldly-wise 
and those who were spiritually-wise. The worldly-wise were making 
a lot of noise and drawing a great deal of attention to themselves. 
James said, "Do you really want to be able to pick out the wise person 
in your midst? Don't listen to the bluster of those who are just trying 
to get followers for themselves. Look at the fruits. A truly wise 
individual is one who meekly demonstrates wisdom in the way that 
he conducts himself." 

The Christian life as a whole demands that we convey our 
devotion to God through actions, not through thoughtless words or 
mere mental assent. This is a recurring truth stated in the letter from 
James. "But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves." (James 1:22). "But do you want to know, O foolish man, 
that faith without works is dead?" (James 2:20). And now, in his 
discussion of wisdom, James continued to express this truth. Behind 
all of the wisdom about which one can preach, teach, and write must 
be a life that is consistent with the message being proclaimed. Paul 
wrote of the inconsistency of some who were judging others for 
committing sins that they themselves were committing (Romans 2:1, 
21-23). Later in that same epistle he exhorted, "Let love be without 
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hypocrisy..." (Romans 12:9). There is nothing more disturbing, 
distracting, or destructive than a Christian who claims to be following 
God but whose life proves otherwise. Is it any wonder that James 
capped off his list of the traits of the wisdom from above by saying 
that it is "without hypocrisy"? 

In a mere two chapters of this book we have gone from night to 
day. The Bible does such a marvelous job of showing us the clear 
difference between the wisdom that is from below and the wisdom 
that is from above. Now we're almost ready to delve into the details of 
the wisdom that God holds out to us with loving hands. Before we 
feast on the spiritual delicacies of the wisdom from above, however, 
let's bring one more truth about this wisdom to light. 

The Psalmist wrote, "So teach us to number our days, that we may 
gain a heart of wisdom." (Psalm 90:12). This verse of the Psalmist's 
song was penned in the context of other verses that speak of the 
majesty of the eternal God and the brevity of the lives of His human 
creation. God is eternally wise, but the days that we have to develop 
the wisdom we need here in preparation for eternity are numbered. 
Obeying God and growing closer to Him while we are in the flesh is 
an urgent matter. Jesus, knowing that His time on earth in the flesh 
was limited, said, "I must work the works of Him who sent Me while 
it is day; the night is coming when no one can work." (John 9:4). We 
should strive to have this same sense of urgency to grow in Godly 
wisdom in our lives. 

Solomon said of wisdom, "For her proceeds are better than the 
profits of silver, and her gain than fine gold. She is more precious 
than rubies, and all the things you may desire cannot compare with 
her. Length of days is in her right hand, in her left hand riches and 
honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and 
happy are all who retain her." (Proverbs 3:14-18). With something so 
beautifully depicted and so powerful in its ability to improve our lives 
available to us, why would we waste another precious moment not 
seeking it?  
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Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE 
1. T – F: God is the origin of the wisdom from above. 
2. T – F: The wisdom from above is infinitely greater than man's 

wisdom. 
3. T – F: Those who think that they are greater than God will 

ultimately find themselves separated from the Lord in 
eternity. 

4. T – F: God doesn't really want us to have the wisdom from 
above. 

5. T – F: There is no rush for any of us to develop the wisdom from 
above. 

 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. All that we need spiritually comes from: A) ourselves; B) Satan; 

C) God. 
2. The master in Jesus' parable in Luke 16:1ff commended his 

steward because: A) he showed shrewdness in taking care of 
himself; B) he approved of him "wasting his goods"; C) he didn't 
care what the steward did. 

3. The wisdom that men and women have used to create many 
wonderful and useful inventions: A) proves that we are greater 
than God; B) is still inferior to God's wisdom; C) is the product of 
millions of years of evolution. 

4. The phrase, "the foolishness of God": A) means that God is not 
perfect; B) shows that God's wisdom is not greater than man's; C) 
is a figure of speech. 

5. The wisdom from above: A) demonstrates itself in actions; B) is 
impossible to obtain; C) is no better than the wisdom from below. 
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FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "And He ____________ the times and the ________________; 

He ______________ kings and ___________ up kings; He gives 

_________________ to the wise and knowledge to those who 

have _____________________." 

2. "__________, to whom shall we ______? You have the 

_____________ of _____________ __________." 

3. "God _____________ the __________, but gives ___________ to 

the ______________." 

4. "_____________ calls aloud outside; She raises her ___________ 

in the open squares. She ____________ out in the chief 

concourses,  at the ________________ of the gates in the city she 

______________ her ___________." 

5. "Who is ___________ and _____________________ among you? 

Let him show by good _______________ that his works are 

done in the _________________ of _____________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. What is one reason why someone might choose the wisdom from 

below over the wisdom from above? _______________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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2. What did Peter mean when he said made the statement to Jesus 

that He has the words of eternal life? _______________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. Discuss the meaning of Jesus' statement in Luke 16:8, "For the 

sons of this world are more shrewd in their generation than the 

sons of light." _________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. Jeremiah said that the people in his day had rejected the Word of 

the Lord. Why would this have affected their ability to obtain the 

wisdom from above? ____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. What did Paul mean when he said that the world through wisdom 

did not know God (I Corinthians 1:21)? ____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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6. In I Corinthians 1:23, Paul said that "Christ crucified" was 

foolishness to the Greeks. Why was that the case? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why is it true that not many "worldly wise" people obey the 

Gospel? ______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. Name one of the foolish things of this world that God has chosen 

to put the wise to shame. _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What is the meaning of I Corinthians 1:31? __________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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10. Why does God offer wisdom so readily? ____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. Why does God give us the freedom to choose between His 

wisdom and the wisdom of the world? _____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. Why is it important for our words to be consistent with our actions 

as Christians? _________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. What does it mean to show by good conduct that our works are 

done in the meekness of wisdom (James 3:13)? _______________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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14. How will recognizing the brevity of life benefit us? ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. List one other Bible passage that teaches us either about the 

brevity of life or the urgency of obedience. __________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony 
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple." 
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Chapter Three: 
The Wisdom from Above - Pure 

Memory Work:  
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." 
(Matthew 5:8) 
 
As we now begin to delve into the details of each characteristic of 

the wisdom from above, my hope and prayer is that each reader will 
look inside himself or herself and take a spiritual inventory (II 
Corinthians 13:5). I challenge you to ask yourself some seriously self-
searching questions.  

 
 "How many of these characteristics are in my heart?" 
 "Which ones are missing?" 
 "Which ones that are there need to be strengthened?" 
 "How committed am I to adding what is not there and 

building up what is there?"  
 
The list of characteristics of the wisdom from above begins with 

purity. The word translated, "pure" comes from the same Greek root 
word as the one translated, "holy." To be holy means to be set apart. 
As Christians, we have been set apart from our past sins and from the 
world. The blood of Jesus set us apart when we obeyed His Gospel (I 
Peter 2:9) and we became redeemed souls (I Peter 1:18-19). 
Recognizing our distinctiveness, we are to set apart our hearts and 
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minds so that our focus is on righteousness rather than worldliness 
(Romans 6:17-18). Paul wrote, "If then you were raised with Christ, 
seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 
hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the 
earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in 
glory." (Colossians 3:1-4). Our call to purity is not man-made. "For 
God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness." (I Thessalonians 
4:7).  

Notice that James did not just say that this wisdom is pure. He 
said that it is first pure, meaning that purity tops the list and all else 
that follows is couched in that initial trait. Each of the other 
characteristics must be governed by this one question: "Is it pure?" 
For example, while we all want peace, should we pursue peace at any 
price? To answer that, we must first ask, "Is this peace pure?" Some 
peace is not pure. Compromise with false doctrine for the sake of 
peace is not pure. Compromise with the ways of the world so that we 
don't "ruffle any feathers" is not pure. Jesus could have peacefully co-
existed with the Jewish leaders of His day (John 8:46-59) and even 
with Satan himself (Matthew 4:1-11) had He chosen peace at any 
price, but how would He have saved us if He had compromised with 
the devil and his henchmen? Paul wrote that the unfruitful works of 
darkness were to be exposed, not fellowshipped (Ephesians 5:11). He 
did not believe in peace at the expense of purity. This is just one 
example of the need to apply the standard of purity to the traits of the 
wisdom from above. Our question, "Is it pure?" should be at the 
forefront of all decisions that we make and actions that we take. Let's 
keep that in mind as we study each of the characteristics of the 
wisdom from above in ensuing chapters. 

Some of the Greek manuscripts from which our English versions 
of the Bible have been translated include a word between "first" and 
"pure." It is the Greek word meaning, "truly." The word serves to add 
emphasis to this primary characteristic. The wisdom from above is, 
literally, "first truly pure." It is first pure because it is from God who 
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Himself is pure (I Peter 1:16). It is truly pure because there is not the 
slightest hint of evil in it. James had earlier told his original readers 
that they should not be pointing the finger of blame at God for 
temptation because, "God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He 
Himself tempt anyone." (James 1:13). He then affirmed the absolute 
goodness of God when he wrote, "Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variation or shadow of turning. Of His own will He brought us forth 
by the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His 
creatures." (James 1:16-18). The wisdom that God offers is just as 
pure as He is and He is perfectly pure. 

The original word for "pure" is used elsewhere in the New 
Testament. Twice it's used to express the need for wives to be pure 
(Titus 2:5; I Peter 3:2 - translated, "chaste" in NKJV). Timothy was 
urged, "Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other 
people's sins; keep yourself pure." (I Timothy 5:22). Paul wrote that 
his goal for the Lord's church in Corinth was to be able to present 
them to Christ as a chaste (pure) virgin (II Corinthians 11:2). 

It's evident that purity is an essential virtue of the wisdom from 
above, but is it easy to obtain and retain? King David, a man after 
God's own heart (Acts 13:22), had trouble with it. Remember his sin 
of adultery with Bathsheba followed by his sin of leading her 
husband, Uriah, to his death (II Samuel 11)? Peter and Barnabas, two 
stalwart men of the faith, had some issues with purity. When they got 
to Antioch, they displayed fear and hypocrisy by not having 
fellowship with Gentile Christians (Galatians 2:12-14). They allowed 
what should have been a pure love for their brothers and sisters in 
Christ to become tainted. 

No, it's not easy to be pure. Satan puts forth an all out effort to 
entice us to impurity. He promotes immoral thoughts through the 
media. He encourages ungodly doctrines through false teachers who, 
though they appear to be sheep, are, in truth, ravenous wolves 
(Matthew 7:15). He pushes lying, cheating, stealing, and killing as 
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well as envy, jealousy, and revenge. We are under constant attack 
from his many weapons of destruction. No, it's not easy, but neither is 
it impossible, to be pure. 

Not too many sentences after he listed the traits of the wisdom 
from above, James gave the command to purify (James 4:8). He even 
gave the object of the purity. It's not the outward part of our bodies 
that needs purifying as the Jewish leaders in Jesus' day thought 
(Matthew 15:1-20). James said it is the heart that needs to be 
cleansed. But how do we do this? 

In order to purify our hearts, we must focus on doing the will of 
the source of purity, namely, God Himself. In Philippians 4:8, Paul 
listed some thoughts on which we should train our minds. Among 
those is "whatever things are pure." He did not just say to think about 
things that are pure. He said to think about "whatever" things are pure. 
By including that word, Paul indicated that we should open up our 
minds and meditate upon as many pure thoughts as we possibly can. 
In other words, don't bring to mind just a few thoughts about things 
that are pure. Throw open the flood gates and let your mind be 
immersed in purity. Think about God and what He has done and 
continues to do for you. Think about the victory that Jesus gained 
over the tomb. Think about your own victory in eternity that awaits 
you if you are faithful unto death. Think about the perfect written 
Word, the Bible, that is the result of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
Think about the daily blessings that God gives you and "name them 
one by one." Think about how you can share the blessings God has 
given you, be they physical or spiritual, with those around you and 
then think about how many lives could be changed here and in 
eternity through your efforts. Write all of this down, keep it handy, 
and continually add to it. You might just find that in no time you will 
have several pages of pure thoughts on which you could meditate 
daily. 

It takes a conscious effort to be pure. Even though he was not 
perfectly pure, David was aware of the effort it took to be pure. He 
wrote, "I will set nothing wicked before my eyes." (Psalm 101:3). 
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Imitating that single commitment would keep us all out of a lot of 
trouble. To be pure, we must devote ourselves to abstaining from 
every appearance of evil (I Thessalonians 5:22) and filling our hearts 
with the Word of God. 

Being pure also involves a single-minded loyalty to God. In James 
4:8, James delivered the exhortation to "purify your hearts," but then 
addressed his original readers as "double-minded." That word was 
used only one other time in the New Testament and, interestingly, it 
was used in conjunction to praying for wisdom (James 1:5-8). James 
there said that the Christian who wavers in his faith as he prays for 
wisdom is "a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways." (James 
1:8). Being double-minded, then, carries with it the idea of being 
divided. In James 1, the matter was Christians who essentially 
wondered, "Will God bless me with what I need or will He not? 
Maybe He will. Maybe He won't. Who knows?" In James 4:8, the 
matter was Christians who had tried to divide their loyalty between 
God and the world. Jesus said, "No one can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon." (Matthew 6:24). They could not find purity as long as they 
refused to exalt God and seek His will and His will alone. 

As we saw earlier in our studies in James 3, the wisdom from 
below and the wisdom from above are at completely opposite ends of 
the spectrum. Trying to hold onto the wisdom from below while 
reaching for the wisdom from above is like trying to swim to the north 
side of a lake while holding onto the south shore. The same can be 
said for trying to live like the world while trying to be pure like God 
wants us to be. It simply will not work. Jesus said that God wants 
every part of us, including our hearts, souls, and minds (Matthew 
22:37). If we are going to focus on seeking the purity that He offers, 
there is no room within us for worldliness. 

 Our ultimate motivation for being pure is stated by the apostle 
John. He wrote, "Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not 
yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is 
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revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And 
everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure." (I John 3:2-3). The hope of every faithful Christian is to be 
with the Lord in heaven. We don't want our reward to be here on earth 
"where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal." 
(Matthew 6:19). Instead, we want "a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." (II Corinthians 5:1). We 
long for the day when we shall receive the crown of life that God has 
promised to the faithful in Christ (II Timothy 4:8). We yearn to hear 
Jesus call our names and say, "Come, you blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world." (Matthew 24:34). According to John, it's that hope of heaven 
that motivates, or should motivate, the Christian to be pure.  There is 
nothing in heaven that is impure (Revelation 21:27). To be in the 
eternal realm of purity, we must ourselves be pure.  

The wisdom from above is first truly pure. We can develop this 
pure wisdom by seeking God with a diligent commitment that is 
motivated by the hope of being with Him in the eternal place of 
purity. 

Here's a parting admonition regarding this subject. Paul wrote, 
"Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall." (I 
Corinthians 10:12). May none of us ever get to the point at which we 
feel we are above the temptation to be impure. If we do, we will find 
that at that point, like no other, Satan will strike swiftly and efficiently 
at us in our pride and arrogance and will crush us. Let us always be on 
our guard, ever wary of the devil's most subtle efforts to surrender our 
purity. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: The word translated, "pure" comes from the same Greek 

root word as the one translated, "holy." 
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2. T – F: "Is it what makes the majority of people happy?" should be 
at the forefront of all decisions that we make and actions 
that we take. 

3. T – F: It is easy to obtain and retain wisdom. 
4. T – F: It takes a conscious effort to be pure. 
5. T – F: To be double-minded carries with it the idea of being 

divided. 
 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. To be holy means: A) to be like the world; B) to be set apart; C) to 

be sinless. 
2. The wisdom from above: A) is sometimes pure; B) is partially 

pure; C) does not have the slightest hint of evil in it. 
3. Satan: A) puts forth an all out effort to entice us to impurity; B) 

wants us to be pure; C) helps us be pure. 
4. James said we are to purify: A) our bodies with soap and water; 

B) our hearts; C) everyone else's life but not our own. 
5. Faithful Christians are motivated to be pure by: A) the hope of 

heaven; B) the opinions of mankind; C) the belief that there is no 
life after this one. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "For __________ did not call us to ___________________, but in 

___________." 

2. "__________ cannot be __________________ by __________, 

nor does He Himself _____________ anyone." 

3. "I will set nothing _______________ before my ____________." 

4. "No one can ______________ two _______________; for either 

he will _________ the one and __________ the other, or else he 
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will be ____________ to the one and ____________ the other. 

You cannot serve ___________ and ____________________." 

5. "Therefore let _ who _____________ he _______________ take 

_____________ lest he _______________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Why is it important for each of us to take a personal spiritual 

inventory? ____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. How often should be take this personal spiritual inventory and 

"examine ourselves" as II Corinthians 13:5 says? Explain your 

answer. ______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How can our commitment to purity influence those who are not 

yet Christians? ________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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4. How can a Christian's impurity affect those who are not yet 

Christians? ___________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why does God want us to be pure? ________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. What relationship does purity have with wisdom? _____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why is purity placed first in the list of the characteristics of the 

wisdom from above? ____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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8. Name at least one personal benefit of committing yourself to 

living a life of purity. ___________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What led to David's impure actions in II Samuel 11? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. What could he have done differently to keep him from engaging 

in these sins? __________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What led to the impure actions of Peter and Barnabas as recorded 

in Galatians 2:12-14? ___________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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12. What could they have done differently to keep them from 

engaging in these sins? __________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. What are some other pure thoughts that we can have? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

14. Why would divided loyalty (double-mindedness) hinder us from 

living the lives of purity that God wants us to live? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. A Christian says regarding a particular temptation, "I don't have a 

problem with that." Is that a dangerous statement or could he or 

she be right? Explain your answer. _________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- 36 - 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put their trust 
in Him." 
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Chapter Four: 
The Wisdom from Above - Peaceable 

Memory Work:  
"Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, 
to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to be 
peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men." (Titus 
3:1,2) 
 
The word "peace" is found 429 times in our English translations 

of the Bible. It is used in a wide variety of situations and settings. God 
told Abraham that he would die in peace (Genesis 15:15). Israel was 
commanded to offer peace offerings to God (Numbers 6:17). 
Solomon spoke of a time of peace (Ecclesiastes 3:8). Jesus calmed a 
storm by commanding, "Peace, be still!" (Mark 4:39). In the opening 
sentences of 13 of Paul's inspired epistles, he expressed his wish for 
his Christian readers to have "peace from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:7; et al.). In summary, the word carries 
with it the idea of being calm, quiet, free from agitation. 

It would be too broad of a generalization to say that everybody 
wants peace. History attests to the fact that there were some who 
walked the earth who were warmongers, interested in domination and 
destruction of others. They are prime examples of what it looks like to 
live by the wisdom from below. All in all, though, it seems that the 
vast majority of humanity wants peace. Most of us don't want our 
country to be embroiled in wars. We want to get along with others at 
work or school. We don't want to see our families torn apart by 
disagreements. We want the church to be unified. Given the choice 
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between fighting and peace, the greater percentage of us would likely 
choose peace. 

This chapter focuses on how we can become peaceable 
individuals. Being a peaceable person is the complete opposite of 
being an individual who tries to stir up trouble. The latter very 
successfully accomplishes his or her goal of "fanning the flames" by 
lying, gossiping, spreading rumors, and speaking thoughtlessly and 
angrily. Picture that sort of man or woman in your mind and then 
envision yourself standing at the other end of the spectrum from him 
or her and you will see the type of person God wants you to be. 

The Christian who is peaceable is one who is, himself or herself, 
at peace. Sometimes the reason we want to argue and fight is because 
of our own inner conflicts. Either we don't know how to deal with 
them or don't want to deal with them, so we take out our anger on 
others. It's much more complex than that, obviously, but suffice it to 
say for now that to be peaceable, we must ourselves be at peace. 

The peace that we need and want comes only from God. Isaiah 
said, "You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
You, because he trusts in You." (Isaiah 26:3). Paul wrote, "Be anxious 
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:6-7). The Lord is called 
the God of peace (Romans 15:33; Romans 16:20; Philippians 4:9; I 
Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 13:20). He abundantly provides the 
peace we need. The Psalmist sang, "Depart from evil and do good; 
seek peace and pursue it." (Psalm 34:14). We can have the inner 
peace in the Lord that makes us peaceable if we diligently strive for it. 

The Christian who is peaceable is one who listens instead of 
making hasty judgments. How many times have arguments been 
started because one or both parties heard only part of what was being 
said or heard only what they wanted to hear? Sometimes we are so 
busy thinking about what we are going to say that we don't hear 
anything that is being said to us. James wrote, "So then, my beloved 
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brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 
for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God." 
(James 1:19-20). Solomon said, "Do you see a man hasty in his 
words? There is more hope for a fool than for him." (Proverbs 29:20). 
Listening is one of the keys to understanding. Our disagreements are 
so often nothing more than MISunderstandings. "I thought you said 
this," or "I thought you were going to do that," or "I thought you 
meant this" are typical phrases that give the clue that there is a 
misunderstanding somewhere. Maybe if we had listened better in the 
first place, no misunderstanding would have occurred. Once a 
disagreement happens, it's critical that we open our ears and give the 
other person our undivided attention.   

The Christian who is peaceable is one who sees the best in others. 
How many times have relationships been damaged or even destroyed 
because one individual judged the motives of the other? Paul said that 
love "believes all things" (I Corinthians 13:7). That doesn't mean that 
we become gullible and swallow everything that someone says to us. 
Jesus said, "be wise as serpents and harmless as doves" (Matthew 
10:16). It does mean that we give the benefit of the doubt whenever 
and wherever we can. The people who are spoiling for a fight are 
often that way because they think that everyone has it out for them. 
They're constantly on edge as if they are just waiting for someone to 
say something to them so that they can lash out in response. Unless 
we can see inside someone's heart (and we can't), we can't 
immediately judge that they are trying to cause harm. Some are 
indeed trying to cause harm and we need to discern that, but being 
peaceable means that we first try to believe the best about that 
individual.  

The Christian who is peaceable is one who works to resolve 
personal conflict with others through effective communication. Jesus 
expressed this principle when He said, "Therefore if you bring your 
gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something 
against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. 
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your 
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gift." (Matthew 5:23,24). He later said, "Moreover if your brother sins 
against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If 
he hears you, you have gained your brother." (Matthew 18:15). How 
much strife could be avoided and how many hard feelings could be 
relieved if only we would more openly and lovingly communicate 
with one another? Instead, we often grumble to someone else about 
the person with whom we have the conflict. Far too many times, 
months, even years, have been lost between two individuals because 
neither of them will take the first step and be the peacemaker. The 
strife of the wisdom from below rules their hearts rather than the 
peaceable nature of the wisdom from above. 

Pause now and think about the areas of your life in which being a 
peaceable individual would benefit both you and those with whom 
you interact. How might things improve in the church of which you 
are a member? Would being a peaceable person make your workplace 
better? What type of impact would adding this trait of Godly wisdom 
have on your home life? 

This trait goes beyond being peaceable in our own relationships. It 
also involves being the one who tries to resolve conflict between 
others. Apparently there were two Christians in the church in Philippi 
who had issues with one another. Paul got involved and urged 
Euodias and Synteche to have the same mind, or, in other words, to 
resolve their differences and unite in Christ (Philippians 4:2). Paul 
was a peacemaker. 

Think of brother Barnabas. After Saul obeyed the Gospel, he was 
met with fear and doubt by the Christians in Jerusalem (Acts 9:26). Of 
course, that's really not surprising, considering the damage he had 
done to the Lord's church (Acts 8:1; 9:1-2). They didn't believe him 
when he said that he had become a Christian. To them, it looked more 
like a trick. If they allowed him into their fold, surely he would betray 
them and have them drug off to prison, they thought. "But Barnabas 
took him and brought him to the apostles. And he declared to them 
how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, 
and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus." 
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(Acts 9:27). The only other time we read of Barnabas prior to this is 
when we are introduced to him in Acts 4:36-37. We have no evidence 
that he knew any more about Saul than the other Christians did. Yes, 
he related to the apostles what had happened to Saul on the road to 
Damascus, but how did he know that? Could it be that he, whose very 
name meant "Son of Encouragement" (Acts 4:36), had taken the time 
to listen to Saul so that he could hear about his conversion to Christ? 
If that's the case, then why would Barnabas have approached Saul 
when few other Christians in Jerusalem wanted anything to do with 
him? Is it possible that he wanted to see the best in Saul? Can you see 
how Barnabas played the role of peacemaker in standing with Saul 
and communicating with the brethren in Jerusalem regarding the 
change in this Saul's life? He sought to resolve the conflict between 
this new brother in Christ and the family of God. Great things 
happened through Saul (Paul) after this. What if Barnabas had not 
taken the action that he did? 

Don't you hate it when you see people, especially friends or 
family, at odds with each other? Far too many times the reason for the 
falling out is so insignificant. Of course, it doesn't seem that way to 
them, but from the outside looking in, you may be thinking to 
yourself, "You mean you are bickering over THAT?" A lot of times 
the disagreement is over money, but it can be over other matters as 
well. As Christian peacemakers, we want to look for opportunities to 
help the individuals mend their fences. Notice the words, "look for 
opportunities." Sometimes our help will not be welcomed and might 
even be resented. Choose well your moments to get involved by 
combining the desire to make peace with wisdom and then use the 
same principles to help them that you use in maintaining your own 
peaceful relationships. Listen, think the best, communicate, and, 
above all, employ God's Word to guide them to resolution of their 
conflict. 

As we look for the prime example of being peaceable, we look to 
Jesus. Isaiah referred to Him in prophecy as the Prince of Peace 
(Isaiah 9:6). After His birth, the angelic host burst forth in praise to 
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God saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men!" (Luke 2:14). Prior to His betrayal and 
crucifixion, Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid." (John 14:27). He also said, "These 
things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the 
world you will  have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.” (John 16:33). His frequent conflicts with those 
who opposed Him do not contradict His nature as a peaceable 
individual. His primary mission was to bring about peace 
(reconciliation) between mankind and the Father (Romans 5:10). He 
would not compromise the truth to accomplish this. His actions 
remind us of the point earlier made that peace must not be gained at 
the sacrifice of purity. But His peaceable nature meant that He would 
do whatever it took to bring about peace between us and the Father. 
As we consider His example and how we can learn from it and apply 
it, we see that we too must give of ourselves in order to be 
peacemakers. This is nowhere more needed than in our effort to bring 
lost souls into peace with God through teaching them and urging them 
to obey the Gospel. 

Paul said, "If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live 
peaceably with all men." (Romans 12:18). If we are to lead souls to 
the Prince of Peace and ultimately to the land of eternal peace, we 
must model peace in our own lives and maintain a peaceable nature 
that encourages unity with God rather than strife and dissension. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: The word "peace" is used fewer than 100 times in our 

English translations. 
2. T – F: Everybody in the world wants peace. 
3. T – F: To be peaceable, we must first be at peace within 

ourselves. 
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4. T – F: Hasty judgments never harm anyone. 
5. T – F: Love believes all things. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. Disagreements often start because: A) we hear only part of what 

someone says; B) we only hear what we want to hear; C) both A 
and B. 

2. We need to be careful about judging motives because: A) we can't 
see inside the hearts of others; B) God never permits us to make 
judgments; C) no one ever has any improper motives. 

3. Strife and hard feelings between people could often by avoided 
by: A) ignoring one another; B) open and loving communication; 
C) telling others how a certain person offended us and asking 
them to handle it for us. 

4. Upon learning that two sisters in Christ had a disagreement, Paul: 
A) became a peacemaker; B) ignored the situation; C) angrily 
condemned them. 

5. Barnabas: A) ran away from Saul after Saul's conversion to 
Christ; B) refused to get involved with the conflict between Saul 
and the church in Jerusalem; C) bravely stood with Saul and went 
to the apostles on his behalf. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "You will keep him in _____________ _______________, whose 

__________ is stayed on You, because he ____________ in 

You." 

2. "Be _____________ for _______________, but in everything by 

___________________ and _______________________, with 

____________________________, let your requests be made 
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known to ________; and the ____________ of God, which 

surpasses all _______________________, will _____________ 

your ______________ and _____________ through Christ Jesus." 

3. "_________________ from evil and do ___________; seek 

_________________ and _________________ it." 

4. "______________ I leave with you, My _______________ I give 

to you; not as the __________________ gives do I give to you. 

Let not your ________________ be ____________________, 

neither let it be afraid." 

5. "If it is ___________________, as much as __________________ 

on you, live ______________________ with all men." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. How does having inner peace contribute to us being peaceable? __ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. What should we do if someone refuses our efforts to make peace 

with him or her? _______________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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3. What are some ways in which we can pursue peace? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. Explain the meaning of the phrase, "the peace of God, which 

passes all understanding." ________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. How do we ourselves benefit from being peaceable? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. How do our friends and family benefit from us being peaceable? _ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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7. How can we listen better? ________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why do we sometimes rush to judgment about others? _________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What does it mean to be as wise as serpents and as harmless as 

doves? _______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. How can we develop the attitude of seeing the best in others? ___ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. Have you ever been misjudged? How did it make you feel? What 

did you do to resolve the matter? __________________________ 
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 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. What harm could have come from continuous strife between 

Euodias and Synteche (Philippians 4:2)? ____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. Why do you suppose Barnabas got involved with Saul when the 

disciples in Jerusalem wanted nothing to do with him? _________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

14. How can we improve our communication with one another? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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15. Discuss Romans 12:18 in detail. ___________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
" For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the saints." 
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Chapter Five: 
The Wisdom from Above - Gentle 

Memory Work:  
"Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, 
to be ready for every good work, to speak evil of no one, to be 
peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men." (Titus 
3:1,2) 
 
What comes to mind when you hear the word, "gentle"? Do you 

go back in time to the days of your childhood and hear the soft, 
soothing voice of your mother comforting you when you were afraid 
or hurt? Do you picture your spouse lovingly caressing your cheek? 
Does the word bring to mind the tender embrace of a fellow Christian 
when you were discouraged or sorrowful? 

Have you ever known anyone whom you felt was the embodiment 
of gentleness? What traits did that individual have that made him or 
her that way? Was he soft spoken? Did she weep with you when you 
wept? Did her or she just seem to always know the right thing to say 
or the right thing to do when you were feeling bad? 

From time to time, each of us needs a moment in which we are the 
recipients of someone else's gentleness. By including gentleness as a 
trait of the wisdom from above, James urges us to become the source 
of gentleness ourselves. Having a gentle spirit allows us to comfort 
and encourage others as we ourselves have been comforted and 
encouraged by those we know who are of a gentle nature. Beyond 
that, we personally benefit as gentleness of heart causes us to focus on 
the good rather than the bad. We win and those within our circle of 
influence win when we develop gentleness. 
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We see gentleness in action when we read Paul's words to the 
church at Thessalonica. He said, "But we were gentle among you, just 
as a nursing mother cherishes her own children." (I Thessalonians 
2:7). Go back and look at the immediate context of that statement as 
well as the context of the setting in which this epistle was written. 
Beginning with I Thessalonians 2:1, it appears that Paul was 
defending himself, something which he had to do from time to time 
(see II Corinthians 12:11-13). After having preached the Gospel in 
Thessalonica for three weeks and after having seen a great number of 
precious souls obey the Lord, Paul had to leave the city abruptly due 
to persecution (Acts 17:1-10). These persecutors accused Paul and the 
other Christians of teaching things contrary to Roman law. There's no 
telling what all they were saying about Paul, but Paul made it clear 
when he wrote to the Thessalonian Christians that his motives were 
pure and that all he cared about was teaching God's truth and winning 
souls for Christ. He said that he had not been deceitful (I 
Thessalonians 2:3), he had not pandered to the whims and ways of 
men (verse 4), he had not played up to or flattered anyone, nor had he 
cheated anyone (verse 5). He had shown no desire to be glorified by 
other people but instead only wanted to glorify God (verse 6). 

His readers would have seen in Paul's life all that he had said in 
defense of himself, but, were that not enough to convince them of his 
pure and sincere motives, he reminded them how gentle and loving he 
had been to each of them. Someone who was just using others for 
personal gain would have abused them. Paul, on the other hand, 
treated them like a mother treats her children. He further described his 
love for them in the sentences that followed: 

 
"So, affectionately longing for you, we were well pleased to 
impart to you not only the gospel of God, but also our own 
lives, because you had become dear to us. For you remember, 
brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we 
might not be a burden to any of you, we preached to you the 
gospel of God. You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly 
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and justly and blamelessly we behaved ourselves among you 
who believe; as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, 
and charged every one of you, as a father does his own 
children, that you would walk worthy of God who calls you 
into His own kingdom and glory." (I Thessalonians 2:8-12). 
 
The rest of the second chapter of I Thessalonians shows how 

concerned Paul was about these Christians. He wanted to come to 
them but could not. As we see in chapter three, eventually he sent 
Timothy who came back with a positive and encouraging report of 
their continued faithfulness. Paul was relieved when he found out that 
they were following God faithfully. He was thrilled to know that they 
were wanting to see him as much as he was wanting to see them. 
Their relationship in the Lord was so strong, that, having received the 
good news, Paul wrote to them, "For now we live, if you stand fast in 
the Lord." (I Thessalonians 3:8). 

What do we learn about gentleness from this period in Paul's life? 
First, we learn of the role of gentleness in the preaching and teaching 
of the Gospel. Paul said that he had boldly proclaimed the Word of 
God, and yet, that did not preclude a tender and loving delivery of the 
message. These verses show Paul to be one who could both stand 
firmly on God's truth while gently reasoning with others and 
encouraging their obedience. Finding that balance is a rare ability. 
Sometimes we can be brash in our teaching of God's Word while at 
other times we can be weak, even to the point of being practically 
apologetic. Paul was able to find a balance because, first and 
foremost, he was committed to Christ. That, combined with a genuine 
love for souls, made him a gentle presenter of truth. To be sure, he 
could reprove, rebuke, and exhort when necessary (II Timothy 4:2), 
but, again, we see a balance in his teaching. 

We also learn from this account in Paul's life that gentleness 
builds relationships. Paul's persecutors apparently portrayed him as a 
self-serving money grabber (I Corinthians 9:3-12). Who could trust 
someone like that? As was suggested earlier, that type of person tends 
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to care for others only for as long as they can get something from 
them. Paul wanted these Christians to know that he truly loved them. 
What better way to prove this than by showing gentleness to them? 
His gentleness led to self-sacrifice as he refused to accept financial 
support from them lest anyone falsely accuse him of using them to get 
gain. His gentleness led to thoughtfulness as he kept them on his mind 
all the time that he was apart from them. His gentleness prompted him 
to pray unceasingly for them (I Thessalonians 1:2-3). The relationship 
between Paul and these Christians blossomed because he genuinely 
loved them and they saw it in his gentle treatment of them. 

Not only can we look to Paul for an example of gentleness, we 
can also observe the life of our Savior, Jesus Christ. In II Corinthians 
10:1, Paul referenced the meekness and gentleness of Christ. "Now I, 
Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of 
Christ - who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am 
bold toward you." Upon reading this, perhaps our thoughts go 
immediately to that beautiful and powerful invitation that Jesus has 
offered to all of mankind. 

 
"Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 
am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." (Matthew 
11:28-30). 
 
Even though two different Greek words were used by Paul In II 

Corinthians 10:1 and Jesus in Matthew 11:29, they both refer to one 
who is gentle and mild. The promise offered by this gentle Savior is 
rest. It's a rest that is like no other for on earth it promotes peace that 
passes understanding (Philippians 4:6-7) and in eternity it means 
separation from the labors of this world and being united forever with 
the Lord (Revelation 14:13). There is only one who can offer this type 
of rest: Jesus, meek and gentle. 
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We noted early on in this book that in the context of James 3:17 
James was drawing a crystal clear contrast between the wisdom from 
above and the wisdom from below. Looking at Jesus' words in 
Matthew 11:28-30, it would seem that the Lord at least implied a 
similar contrast between Himself and Satan, the master of darkness. 
The wisdom from below gives rise to bitter envying and selfishness 
which in turn lead to confusion and evil. The wisdom from above is, 
among other things, gentle. It engenders peace, happiness, and hope. 
Satan is a bitter and cruel taskmaster. Jesus is a gentle master who 
desires to bless us and save us in eternity. 

Jesus' gentleness is seen when he calls a little child to Him and 
tells His audience to humble themselves like children (Matthew 18:1-
6). This is particularly noteworthy because not too long after this we 
read of Jesus' disciples telling parents not to bother the Lord with their 
children (Matthew 19:13-15). Mark's account of this incident says that 
Jesus was very displeased with His disciples for trying to keep the 
children away from Him (Mark 10:14). Jesus' gentleness caused Him 
to see and appreciate the innocence and humility of the children. He 
wanted to spend time with people who had this type of attitude. The 
gentle spirit loves to be with those of a like mind. 

Jesus' gentleness is seen in His compassion. With sick and weak 
people ever near Him, Jesus never complained nor did he ever tell 
them to go away because they were bothering Him. Instead, as 
Matthew recorded, "But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved 
with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, 
like sheep having no shepherd." (Matthew 9:36). Being moved with 
compassion, He did what He had the ability to do for them. Had He 
been cruel, He would have turned His back on those who had need. 
While we don't have the ability to miraculously heal the sick or raise 
the dead, we can nonetheless demonstrate gentleness through 
compassion by doing what we are capable of doing to help those in 
need. Peter wrote, "Finally, all of you be of one mind, having 
compassion for one another; love as brothers, be tenderhearted, be 
courteous." (I Peter 3:8). John added, "But whoever has this world’s 
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goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, 
how does the love of God abide in him?" (I John 3:17). 

Jesus' gentleness is seen in His humility. He washed the feet of the 
disciples when they would not lower themselves to perform such a 
menial task (John 13:1-17). He came not to be served, but to serve 
(Matthew 20:28). Gentleness is the opposite of strife. The former 
seeks to help others, even to the point of self-sacrifice while the latter 
promotes one's own interests over everyone else's. Jesus' gentleness 
manifested itself in humility. Paul said, "Let this mind be in you 
which was also in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 2:5).  

Unfortunately, too many people equate gentleness with weakness. 
Would that they would understand just how much strength it takes to 
be gentle in an often vicious, self-seeking world. Solomon said that 
the person who controls his spirit is better than the man who takes a 
city (Proverbs 16:32). It takes willpower to be gentle. It takes focus, 
self-control, and self-discipline. Most of all, it takes the wisdom from 
above which God said He will readily provide if we seek it in faith 
(James 1:5-8). 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: Paul had a good balance in his preaching and teaching. 
2. T – F: Paul demonstrated a genuine concern and love for the 

Thessalonian Christians. 
3. T – F: Gentleness helps build relationships. 
4. T – F: Jesus is gentle and lowly in heart. 
5. T – F: Jesus is our perfect example and we should strive to be 

like Him. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. Being of a gentle spirit benefits: A) the person who is gentle; B) 

those within the sphere of influence of the person who is gentle; 
C) both A and B. 
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2. Paul was gentle among the Thessalonian Christians: A) as Satan is 
gentle among us today; B) as a nursing mother cherishes her 
children; C) just so he could get money from them. 

3. When we teach and preach the Gospel, we must: A) have a 
genuine love for souls; B) do what is most popular among the 
masses; C) change the Gospel because it is out of date. 

4. Jesus: A) told people to stop bothering Him; B) constantly 
complained to His disciples about people coming to Him for help; 
C) was moved with compassion and helped those who were in 
need. 

5. Jesus is a gentle Master while Satan: A) is an even gentler master; 
B) is a vicious and cruel taskmaster; C) leaves us alone and never 
tempts us. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "But we were _______________ among you, just as a nursing 

_______________ cherishes her own ___________________." 

2. "For now we __________, if you ____________ ___________ in 

the Lord." 

3. "Now I, Paul, myself am _________________ with you by the 

____________________ and _____________________ of 

_______________ - who in presence am _____________ among 

you, but being absent am __________ toward you." 

4. "But when He saw the _______________________, He was 

_____________ with _____________________ for them, because 

they were ______________ and ______________________, like 

_____________ having no ____________________." 
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5. "Let this _______________ be in you which was also in 

_____________ ___________________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Name one way in which you have seen a fellow Christian 

demonstrate gentleness. _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do we need to develop gentleness in our lives? ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What is one way in which we can develop gentleness in our lives? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. How do others benefit from our gentleness? _________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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5. Do you think that all of the attacks being made on Paul made it 

easier or more difficult for him to be gentle? Explain your answer. 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. What does it mean to have balance in our preaching and teaching? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. How can we develop that balance? _________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. What relationship does gentleness have with self-sacrifice? _____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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9. What relationship does gentleness have with humility? _________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. What is one other way in which Jesus demonstrated His 

gentleness? ___________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What can we learn from Jesus' instruction to bring the little 

children to Him? _______________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. How do we show compassion to others? ____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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13. What did Paul mean when he said for us to have the mind of 

Christ? _______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

14. Do you think that anyone fears being a gentle person? Explain 

your answer. __________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. Why is it often difficult to be a gentle person? ________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
" You have also given me the shield of Your salvation; Your right 
hand has held me up, Your gentleness has made me great." 
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Chapter Six: 
The Wisdom from Above - Willing to Yield 

Memory Work:  
"Poverty and shame will come to him who disdains correction, 
But he who regards a rebuke will be honored." (Proverbs 
13:18) 
 
Have you been through a roundabout yet? Every year, more and 

more cities across the United States are converting traditional 
intersections into roundabouts. While the intersections to which we 
are accustomed are governed by traffic lights or stop signs, the 
roundabout is governed by yield signs. Statistics seem to provide 
evidence that roundabouts are safer than the old style of intersection. 
However, there is still one factor that ultimately determines their 
safety and that is whether or not the drivers coming into the 
roundabouts are willing to yield to those who are already in them. It is 
up to each individual driver to decide if he or she will yield when 
yielding is required. Consequences ranging from a traffic ticket to a 
fender bender to a serious injury could result from one's not being 
willing to yield. 

Continuing with the traffic analogy for a moment, we might 
wonder why drivers would NOT yield as they approach a yield sign 
and see vehicles in the roundabout. Perhaps they are not paying 
attention (texting???!). It could be that they are in a huge hurry and 
just don't want to wait. Maybe they don't like the roundabouts and 
have decided that they're going to do things their own way. They 
might even have a little road rage going on and don't want anyone 
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getting in front of them. Whatever reason one might have, it is not 
reason enough to refuse to yield. 

To yield is to give up, to surrender, to recognize the authority of 
another over you. We all understand the principle of yielding. Not 
only do we yield in traffic, we also yield to our employers, our 
parents, our teachers, and the laws of the land. But just because we 
understand about yielding doesn't mean that we always do it, or even 
like it when we do. Sometimes that little stubborn streak inside of us 
yells out, "Don't tell me what to do!" As a result, we become 
argumentative at best and self-willed at worst. 

Romans, chapter six contains a powerful series of statements that 
contrast the pre-Christian life with the Christian life. There we find 
Paul using the word translated "yield" in the King James Version in 
both a positive and negative sense. Before we were Christians we 
yielded to the will of Satan (negative). When we obeyed the Gospel, 
we yielded to the will of God (positive). Now that we are Christians, 
we must continue to yield to God. Look at each of Paul's statements 
as they are found in the King James Version: 

 
"Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 
unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as 
those that are alive from the dead, and your members as 
instruments of righteousness unto God." (Romans 6:13) 
 
"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to 
obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 
death, or of obedience unto righteousness?" (Romans 6:16) 
 
"I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of 
your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to 
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield 
your members servants to righteousness unto holiness." 
(Romans 6:19) 
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If you are a Christian, why did you become one in the first place? 
The answer most of us would immediately give would probably be, 
"Because I realized I was lost in my sins and I wanted to be saved." 
That's a great answer and it is a tremendous reason to obey the 
Gospel. But let's note Paul's words when he said in Romans 6:18, 
"And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of 
righteousness." The obedience that you and I rendered when we 
became Christians also indicated a surrender of our own wills to the 
will of God. We believed that we were lost but we also believed that 
we could not save ourselves. We knew that we needed the blood of 
Christ and we were more than happy to do what He said in order to be 
saved. The willingness to yield to the Lord was not supposed to have 
stopped when we rose up out of the water as new Christians though. 
Instead, the willingness to yield is a lifelong commitment of a servant 
to his or her new master. It is a constant readiness to bend our 
thoughts and actions to the will of our Lord and Master, regardless of 
what others may say or think of us, regardless of what it may cost us 
here on earth, and regardless of our own personal desires. 

Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven." (Matthew 5:3). "Poor in spirit" here seems to have 
reference to those who bankrupt themselves of their own wills or 
spirits. They do so in order that they might fill their hearts with the 
will of God. Those who are willing to yield are fit subjects for the 
kingdom of heaven for they will exalt the Heavenly King's will as 
absolute and they will humble themselves to do His bidding. 

First and foremost, we must yield our wills to the Lord. When we 
do that, not only will we faithfully and lovingly obey Him, we will 
also adamantly refuse to do the bidding of those around us who would 
have us walk contrary to God's way. While yielding means to give up, 
to surrender, to recognize the authority of another over you, yielding 
as James used the term means that ultimately we only yield to God. 
He and He alone sets our standard. The time NOT to be willing to 
yield is whenever anyone tries to move us away from God. Then, not 
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only must we not yield, but we must dig in, firmly take a stand, and 
refuse to give an inch (Ephesians 6:10-18). 

Our willingness to yield to God manifests itself in a variety of 
ways. We yield by sacrificing our time, talent, and resources to serve 
others. We do this because of the sacrificial example Jesus set for us 
(Ephesians 5:25). We yield by recognizing that God is greater than we 
are and that His path is better than ours (Isaiah 55:8-9). We also yield 
by being humble enough to take correction when it is given to us. 

Go back and look at James 3:13-18 again. In this text we find that 
the wisdom of the world is full of self and insistent on getting its own 
way. The wisdom from above, on the other hand, is willing to yield, 
meaning that it is open to correction and willing to make changes that 
need to be made. It is shapeable, able to be transformed into the shape 
desired by God (Romans 12:1-2). 

Many, if not most, of us probably don't like to be corrected, even 
when the correction is offered in love. We might get defensive. We 
might even start to rationalize our actions so that we would not have 
to admit that we were wrong. Any attempt by someone to correct us, 
even though offered lovingly and with the full support of the Word of 
God, might prompt us to fight back. 

Solomon said of receiving correction, "The wise in heart will 
receive commands, but a prating fool will fall." (Proverbs 10:8). Two 
chapters later we find him saying, "The way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes, but he who heeds counsel is wise." (Proverbs 12:15). How 
long will you last on your job if you are not willing to be trained? The 
training we receive at our workplaces involves both direction and 
correction. We are shown what to do and we are corrected when we 
don't do our jobs properly. We take this guidance and correction 
partly because we want to do our best, but also because we want to 
keep our jobs. If we act like we know everything, we'll not be 
employed for long. Should we not be willing to take spiritual 
guidance and correction? 

We must be willing to yield our lives to God, and our hearts to 
correction from His Word. It's not always easy. We may have to 
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swallow our pride. We may have to admit that we are wrong. But 
great blessings will come to us if we so yield. "Humble yourselves in 
the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up," James wrote in James 
4:10. 

With the blessings that come with yielding our hearts and minds 
to God, it's a wonder that anyone would not want to yield. Still, there 
are those, like some of the roundabout drivers cited at the beginning 
of this chapter, who refuse. They may not want to take the time to 
learn God's will. Perhaps they've thought about God from time to time 
but don't feel that obeying Him is very important. It could be that they 
just want their way and don't like the thought of "having" to do what 
someone else says. 

When we go to the Bible, we discover some of the attitudes that 
we allow to stand between us and yielding to the will of God. Take 
some time to study these and to do some self-examination. Are you 
yourself allowing any of these attitudes to keep you from surrendering 
to the will of God? 

 
 10 of the 12 men sent to spy out the land of Canaan came back 

and told their fellow Israelites that they could not conquer the 
land. Their FEAR kept them from yielding to God's will 
(Numbers 13:26-33). 

 "PRIDE (emphasis mine, mg) goes before destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall." (Proverbs 16:18) 

 Jewish leaders who believed that Jesus was the Christ would 
not confess him "for they LOVED THE PRAISE OF MEN 
MORE THAN THE PRAISE OF GOD (emphasis mine, 
mg)." (John 12:42-43) 

 The rich, young ruler LOVED THE WORLD and his 
possessions more than he loved God. (Mark 10:17-22) 

 Israel, in the days of Amos the prophet, were at ease. They 
were INDIFFERENT to the sin in their lives. (Amos 6:1-4) 

 The Roman governor, Felix heard and was moved by the 
Gospel but he PROCRASTINATED. (Acts 24:25-27) 
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 Stephen taught the Word of God to an audience but, instead of 
yielding to God's will, they turned on him and stoned him. 
They were STUBBORN. Stephen told them, "You stiff-
necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist 
the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you." (Acts 7:51) 

 
How willing are you to yield? How shapeable is your heart? When 

a potter takes his clay and begins to create his work of art, he works 
with material that can be moved about at his will. He can't work with 
material that has already grown hard and stiff for its shape is already 
set. The same is true in the spiritual realm. God wants hearts that are 
willing to be formed according to His will. The hardened heart does 
not allow this. 

 
Take my heart, O Father! mold it 

In obedience to thy will; 
And, as ripening years unfold it, 
Keep it true and child-like still. 

 
Father, keep it pure and lowly, 

Strong and brave, yet free from strife, 
Turning from the paths unholy 

Of a vain or sinful life. 
 

Ever let thy might surround it; 
Strengthen it with power divine, 

Till thy cords of love have bound it, 
Father, wholly unto thine. 

 
- Anonymous 
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Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 

Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in endless praise. 

 
Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 
Take my voice and let me sing, 

Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee 
. 

Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold. 

Take my intellect and use 
Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 
Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 

Take myself and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
- Frances Havergal 
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Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: God wants us to yield to His will. 
2. T – F: Satan wants us to yield to his will. 
3. T – F: It is up to each of us individually to decide to whom we 

will yield. 
4. T – F: Yielding to God is a sign of weakness. 
5. T – F: Yielding to God requires us to be humble. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. As human beings, we: A) are always ready to yield to God's will; 

B) sometimes don't like to be told what to do; C) love to be 
corrected. 

2. As Christians, we are to: A) continually yield to God; B) yield to 
Satan; C) divide our loyalty between God and Satan. 

3. When we became Christians,: A) we continued to be slaves to 
Satan; B) we received permission to do anything we wanted; C) 
we became slaves to righteousness. 

4. To be poor in spirit means: A) to not have any money; B) to 
bankrupt ourselves of our own wills; C) to have a bad attitude. 

5. Whenever anyone tries to move us away from God, we should: A) 
dig in, firmly take a stand, and refuse to give an inch; B) go along 
with the crowd; C) yield to them so that we don't offend them. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "And having been set ___________ from ______________, you 

became ______________ of _________________________." 

2. "Blessed are the ___________ in ______________, for theirs is 

the ____________________ of _______________." 
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3. "The __________ in ______________ will receive 

__________________, but a prating fool will ___________." 

4. "The _________ of a fool is ______________ in his own 

___________, but he who _____________ counsel is 

___________." 

5. "_______________ yourselves in the sight of the ___________, 

and He will __________ you ____________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Why is it sometimes difficult for us to take correction? _________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. How can we overcome any hesitancy to take correction? _______ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. Is it possible for one to have a fear of being corrected? If so, what 

are the potential consequences, if any, of this fear? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



The Wisdom from Above - Willing to Yield 
 
 

 
- 69 - 

 

4. What does it mean to be a servant or slave of righteousness? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. What type of master is the Lord? __________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. What type of master is Satan? ____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Is it easier to yield to Satan or to God? Explain your answer. ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why must we not divide our loyalty between God and Satan? ___ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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9. How do we demonstrate our willingness to yield to God's will? __ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. How does fear keep us from yielding to God's will? ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. How does pride keep us from yielding to God's will? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. How does the love of the praises of mankind keep us from 

yielding to God's will? __________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. How does love of the world keep us from yielding to God's will? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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14. How does indifference keep us from yielding to God's will? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. How does procrastination keep us from yielding to God's will? __ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every 
good work." 
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Chapter Seven: 
The Wisdom from Above - Full of Mercy 

Memory Work:  
"Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy." 
(Matthew 5:7) 
 
Psalm 136 is divided into 26 verses. Each verse opens with a 

statement of either thanksgiving or praise. Each verse ends with the 
phrase, "For his mercy endures forever." Even though the words 
translated "mercy," "mercies," and "merciful" occur over 300 times in 
the Bible, no single "chapter" in the Word of God devotes more space 
to the wonderful truth that our God is merciful. 

Ephesians 2:4 says that God is rich in mercy. In II Corinthians 1:3 
he is called the Father of mercies. James 5:11 adds that He is "very 
compassionate and merciful." Peter wrote, "Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant 
mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ from the dead." (I Peter 1:3). Thanks be unto God for 
His marvelous mercy! Without it, we would be helplessly lost with no 
hope of heaven. 

In this chapter we will consider the "whys" and the "hows" of 
being full of mercy in our own lives. One why is clearly seen in the 
verses just cited. We are to be merciful to others because God has 
been merciful to us. Jesus said, "Therefore be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful." (Luke 6:36). 

In Matthew 18:23-35 we find a vivid illustration of the need for us 
to have mercy toward others as God has shown mercy to us. Sadly, 
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that section of Scripture also reminds us of the fact that when it comes 
to showing mercy, we can fail. 

There are three primary players in this parable. The first is a 
servant who owed his king a large sum of money. The second is a 
servant who owed the first servant a small amount of money. The 
third is the king himself. 

Many commentators and translators have weighed in on just 
exactly how much each servant was in debt. Two different words 
were used for the pieces of money that each servant owed. The face 
value of each piece of money owed by the first servant was higher 
than that of each piece owed by the second servant. Not only that, the 
first servant owed 100 times more of his pieces of money than the 
second servant did of his. We can further see the greater value of the 
first servant's debt in the fact that the king was going to sell him, his 
wife, his children, and all that he owed in order to make a payment. 
No such arrangement was under consideration regarding the second 
servant's debt. Obviously, the amount the first servant owed to the 
king was significantly more than the amount that the second servant 
owed to him. 

The first servant begged the king to patiently allow him time to 
repay the amount owed. Matthew 18:27 says, "Then the master of that 
servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him 
the debt." When you stop to think about this, you realize that the king 
gave the servant more than that for which he had asked. He didn't just 
give him time to repay. He completely discharged the obligation. 
Imagine the relief that servant must have felt. He would be allowed to 
keep his family and his possessions AND he would get a fresh 
financial start. 

Whatever relief or joy the first servant felt soon gave way to 
forgetfulness and bitterness. Forgetting the kindness just showed him, 
he went out and found a fellow servant who owed him 100 pieces of 
money. He did not gently remind his fellow servant of the debt. 
Instead, he grabbed him by the throat and said, "Pay me what you 
owe me!" What happened next must have looked and sounded 
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familiar to the first servant. This second servant fell at the feet of the 
first servant, just as the first servant had fallen at the feet of the king, 
and he used the exact same phrase as the first had used when he asked 
the king for mercy. "Have patience with me, and I will pay you all." 
(Matthew 18:29). Not only did the first servant not forgive the debt of 
the second servant, he did not even show patience toward him. He 
immediately had him jailed until the debt was paid off. 

When the king received word of this incident, he brought the first 
servant into his presence and roundly rebuked him, saying, "You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 
Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just 
as I had pity on you?" (Matthew 18:32-33). The words, "compassion" 
and "pity" come from the same Greek word. That word means, 
"mercy." The king expected the servant to show others the same 
mercy that he had been shown. 

Who among mankind has not been greatly blessed? All good gifts 
come from God (James 1:17). God "makes His sun rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust." 
(Matthew 5:45). As Christians, who among us has not been doubly 
blessed because we also have the spiritual blessings that are in Christ 
(Ephesians 1:3)? And yet, we are not deserving of any of these 
blessings. God, in His mercy, generously gives to us over and over 
again. How can we withhold mercy from others when we ourselves 
enjoy the mercy of God every day of our lives? 

Another "why" regarding our need to be full of mercy is based on 
a statement made by James. "For judgment is without mercy to the 
one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment." 
(James 2:13). The king in Jesus' parable wanted to show mercy and 
did indeed show it, but he took it away when the first servant refused 
to show mercy himself. Who among us wants to stand before the 
judgment seat of the Lord and have Him withhold His eternal mercy 
from us? God's mercy will indeed triumph over judgment in that day, 
but only for the faithful in the Lord who themselves have been 
merciful. 
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Now let's talk about how to show mercy. Let's begin by going 
back to Jesus' parable in Matthew 18:23-35. Jesus closed the parable 
and made the application by saying, "So My heavenly Father also will 
do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother 
his trespasses." We typically look at that parable and consider its 
primary theme to be that of forgiveness. While it's true that 
forgiveness was on Jesus' mind when He uttered the parable, we can't 
overlook the fact that the forgiveness of the king was couched in 
mercy and the unwillingness of the first servant to forgive the debt 
owed him was couched in his lack of mercy. Again, look at Matthew 
18:33. The king showed mercy. He expected the servant to show 
mercy. So, how do we show mercy? We show it by being forgiving. 
Jesus said, "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything 
against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also 
forgive you your trespasses. But if you do not forgive, neither will 
your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses." (Mark 11:25-26). That 
falls along the same lines as what James said about God not showing 
mercy to the merciless. Any grudge is too expensive. We dare not 
hang onto even one of them, for a grudge, an unwillingness to forgive, 
a lack of mercy, can cause us to be lost eternally. Can we not see 
ourselves in the parable of Matthew 18:23-35? Whatever other 
humans have done to us, no matter how heinous, pales in comparison 
to the offenses those of us who are accountable to God have 
committed against Him. Truly, the offenses others have committed 
against us are the "100" while the sins we have committed against 
God are the "10,000." 

We can also show mercy by loving those who are difficult to love. 
It's been said that those who are the hardest to love are those who 
need love the most. Jesus said, 

 
"But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good 
to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom 
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you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 
High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be 
merciful, just as your Father also is merciful." (Luke 6:32-36). 
 
While love is the predominant theme of these verses, the word, 

"therefore" in verse 36 ties love in with mercy. There will be those 
who are unkind to us. Some may even be cruel. Jesus said that we are 
to love them and do good to them. God Himself is kind to the 
unthankful and the evil. He still loves them and wants them to obey 
Him (II Peter 3:9). We should have the same desire for the salvation 
of souls. There's no telling what a kind word or a refusal to lash out in 
vengeance against someone who mistreats us could do to win a soul 
to Christ. Believe it or not, there are even some Christians who seem 
difficult to warm up to. What are we doing to show those brothers or 
sisters our love? Maybe they've become that way because they have 
been hurt and they're afraid to get close to anyone. Maybe they're just 
quiet people who don't feel comfortable interacting with others. 
Perhaps they would welcome someone who would consistently show 
them love and concern. Let's be careful that we don't write someone 
off just because he or she appears to be unfriendly. Let's try to help 
and, even if an individual, Christian or non-Christian, turns out to be a 
mean and vicious rascal, let's do what Jesus said and show them 
mercy by loving them anyway. 

A third way in which we can show mercy is by doing what we can 
to help those in need. In Luke 10:30-35 we read the parable of the 
Good Samaritan. Jesus told this parable in response to a lawyer who, 
at first, was attempting to tempt the Savior and then later, sought to 
justify himself before Jesus and the others who were there. Jesus told 
the man to love his neighbor as himself. "And who is my neighbor?" 
asked the man. Upon hearing that response, Jesus told of a traveler 
who was robbed and beaten nearly to the point of death. Three men 
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passed by after the incident and saw the broken and bloody traveler. 
One, a Jewish priest, looked at the man and proceeded to move to the 
other side of the road to continue his journey. The second, a Levite, 
did exactly the same. The third, a Samaritan, not only stopped, he also 
treated and bandaged his wounds, brought him to an inn to take 
further care of him, and then, when he had to go on his way the next 
day, he left money for any additional needs the wounded traveler 
might have had. Jesus asked the lawyer, "So which of these three do 
you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" (Luke 
10:36). The lawyer correctly answered, "He who showed mercy on 
him." (Luke 10:37). Even though this lawyer had come to Jesus with a 
bad attitude, he nonetheless knew mercy when he saw it and he was a 
good enough man to answer Jesus honestly. 

Every day you and I come in contact with someone who has a 
need. It may be a financial need, an emotional need, a spiritual need. 
According to Jesus, these people are our neighbors, even if we have 
never met them before or even if they live on the other side of the 
world. The one who has mercy is the one who observes the needs of 
others and then does what is within his or her power to help. We 
might be able to feed a person, teach the Bible to a person, pray with a 
person, or even just listen attentively to someone who needs to talk. 
But are we like the priest and the Levite who were either unloving, or 
too busy, or too afraid to get involved in someone else's life? 
Sometimes, when we step out to help someone, we find that we get a 
lot more involved than we originally thought we would. Sometimes, 
great friendships have arisen from this involvement and souls have 
been brought to Christ. Isn't it worth the effort? 

After Jesus saw that the lawyer understood which of the men in 
the parable was the merciful one, He said, "Go and do likewise." 
(Luke 10:37). This exhortation lives on today. When it comes to 
showing mercy to others, may each of us "Go and do likewise," and 
be full of the mercy that comes by virtue of having the wisdom of 
God in our hearts. 
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Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: God is rich in mercy. 
2. T – F: God will not show mercy to those who are merciless. 
3. T – F: Being merciful means that we should never forgive those 

who trespass against us. 
4. T – F: We should love those who are difficult to love. 
5. T – F: God doesn't care whether or not we help people in need. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. The words translated "mercy," "mercies," and "merciful": A) are 

rarely found in the Bible; B) have no application to our lives; C) 
occur over 300 times in the Bible. 

2. Because of the mercy of God: A) we have the opportunity to be 
saved; B) we can sin as much as we want and God won't mind; C) 
God will condemn every soul. 

3. The first servant in Jesus' parable: A) was kind and merciful; B) 
owed a great deal of money to his king; C) forgave the debt owed 
to him by his fellow servant. 

4. Jesus' parable reminds us: A) to pay our bills; B) to not borrow 
money; C) that God wants us to be merciful to others He is 
merciful to us. 

5. Our "our neighbors" are: A) only the people who live near  us; B) 
anyone we see who has a need; C) only our family members. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "Blessed be the __________ and ______________ of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who according to His __________________ 

_____________ has _____________ us again to a living 



The Wisdom from Above - Full of Mercy
 
 

 
- 79 - 

 

__________ through the ______________________ of Jesus 

Christ from the ____________." 

2. "Therefore be ___________________, just as your 

________________ also is ___________________." 

3. "Then the _____________ of that servant was ______________ 

with _______________________, ___________________ him, 

and ____________________ him the _____________." 

4. "For ____________________ is without _____________ to the 

one who has shown no ______________. Mercy 

_________________ over _____________________." 

5. "And whenever you stand __________________, if you have 

___________________ against anyone, ______________ him, 

that your ______________ in heaven may also 

____________________ you your ______________________. 

But if you do not __________________, neither will your Father 

in heaven ________________ your trespasses." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Why do we need the mercy of God? _______________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 
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2. In what ways has God shown or does God show His mercy to us? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. Why do we sometimes fail to show mercy to others? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. What types of offenses do we commit against God? ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. What types of offenses do other people commit against us? _____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. Is it difficult for us to forgive those who hurt us? Why or why 

not? _________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why does God want us to be forgiving? ____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. Have you ever known anyone who was difficult to love? If so, 

what was it about that person that made loving him or her 

difficult? _____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What issues in a person's life might cause one to become someone 

who is difficult to love? _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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10. What are some ways in which we can connect with that person 

who is difficult to love and help him or her? _________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What should we do if the person who is difficult to love 

continuously rejects our efforts to show him or her friendship and 

love? ________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. Why did the priest and Levite go to the other side of the road 

when they saw the wounded traveler? ______________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. What are some reasons why we sometimes refuse to help someone 

in need? ______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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14. What are some needs that people have with which we can help? _ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. Where should we look for opportunities to help those who have 

needs? _______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender 
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;" 
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Chapter Eight: 
The Wisdom from Above - 

Full of Good Fruits 

Memory Work:  
"Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; 
and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear 
more fruit." (John 15:2) 
 
The words translated "fruit" and "fruits" in both the Old 

Testament and New Testament are used in a variety of ways in Sacred 
Scripture. There is, of course, the typical usage in which the fruit of a 
plant is referenced (Genesis 3:2). Beyond that, God's inspired writers 
employed the terms figuratively to talk about a human child (Genesis 
30:2; Exodus 21:22; Deuteronomy 28:4; Psalm 127:3; Ezekiel 17:8; 
Luke 1:42), our words (Proverbs 12:14), our thoughts (Jeremiah 
6:19), and our deeds. The usage of "fruits" in regard to our deeds is 
the focus of this lesson. James said that the wisdom from above is full 
of these fruits. 

Generally speaking, when we think of "fruits" as James used the 
word, we should think of results. The fruits that we bear are the 
results of something. Apples come as a result of first an apple seed 
and then an apple tree. Pears come as a result of first a pear seed and 
then a pear tree. If the fruits associated with the wisdom from above 
are results, what are their origins? 

In Luke 8:4-8, Jesus told the parable of a farmer who went out to 
sow his field. 
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"And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come 
to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: A sower went 
out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell by the 
wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air 
devoured it. Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it 
withered away because it lacked moisture. And some fell 
among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and choked it. 
But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a 
hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, He who 
has ears to hear, let him hear!" 
 
Not understanding the meaning of the parable, Jesus' disciples 

asked Him to explain it. He began His explanation by stating, "The 
seed is the word of God." (Luke 8:11). He proceeded to tell them that 
some people hear God's Word and reject it, some obey God's Word 
and then fall away because they are not rooted in the Word, some 
allow the things of this world to get in their way, and some hear, obey 
and become fruitful in God's service. Notice what Jesus said about 
this last group in Luke 8:15. "But the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good 
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience." These individuals have 
heard and responded in obedience to the Word of God with open 
hearts. God's Word is the seed. The bearing of good fruits is the result 
of that seed growing in noble and good hearts. 

Paul also affirmed that the Word of God is the origin of the good 
fruits of the wisdom from above. He wrote, "We give thanks to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 
since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all 
the saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of 
which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, which 
has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth 
fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the 
grace of God in truth." (Colossians 1:3-6). The "word of the truth of 
the Gospel" was bringing forth fruit in these Christians. 
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Now let's go a little bit deeper. Returning to Jesus' parable, we 
note that each of the four groups had the same opportunity to become 
fruitful. One group rejected the opportunity, one group started well 
but didn't finish, while another might have begun the fruit bearing 
process but didn't bring it to its completion. Even though the first 
three groups did not bear fruit as God demands, we can nonetheless 
see in Jesus' words regarding each of them just what the Lord expects 
of us if we are to be fruit bearers for Him. We need to hear Him 
(unlike the first group), we need to be rooted in His Word (unlike the 
second group), we need to be committed (unlike the third group). The 
fourth group reminds us that the Lord expects us to obey Him from 
the heart. Just like apples from a tree start from a good apple seed that 
then develops into a healthy tree, the fruits that are seen in the 
wisdom from above start from the pure Word of God and then grow 
through a deeply rooted, committed faith that listens to and obeys 
God's Word out of good and honest hearts. We're going to discuss 
various aspects of this good fruit in the next chapter, but now we 
know what is necessary for us to begin bearing these fruits. 

How important is it that we be bearers of good fruits? We find the 
answer to this question in Jesus' words in John 15:1-8. A different 
metaphor is used here than the one we just considered. Here we see 
Jesus presenting Himself as the vine and His disciples as the 
branches. The branches cannot live without the vine, Jesus said. If the 
branches are to bear fruit, they must abide in the vine. But what 
happens if the branches become separated from the vine? In the words 
of Jesus, "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 
and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, 
and they are burned." (John 15:6). So, we must be in Christ in order to 
bear fruit. But what if we are in Christ and we still don't bear fruit? 
Jesus said, "Every branch in me that does not bear fruit He takes 
away..." (John 15:2).  Bearing good fruit is a matter of eternal life or 
eternal condemnation.  

This metaphor makes perfect sense and is easy to understand. If 
we grow some apple trees and see one that is not producing good 



The Wisdom from Above - Full of Good Fruits 
 
 

 
- 87 - 

 

fruit, at first we will probably try to help it by pruning it or in some 
other way encourage its growth. (Jesus said that the Father does that 
to His "branches" in John 15:2). If, however, that tree does not 
respond to our care, it will become firewood or whatever else we 
might want to turn it into after we cut it down. 

We must be bearers of good fruits. Paul said to be "fruitful in 
every good work" (Colossians 1:10). He said to "have your fruit to 
holiness" (Romans 6:22) and to "bear fruit to God" (Romans 7:4). 
Jesus' parable of the barren fig tree in Luke 13:6-9 shows that God 
will expect us to have been fruitful in life when we stand before Him 
in judgment. 

It doesn't matter what stage of life we are in when it comes to 
bearing the good fruits of the wisdom from above for God. From the 
youthful Christian to the aged one, we must continue to be productive. 
Recently, I came across an old pear tree. I don't know how old it was 
but it was obvious that it had seen a number of years. The trunk was 
twisted and, strangely enough, the inside of the trunk was hollow. Just 
looking at it, you'd think that merely leaning against it would have 
caused it to topple over. But there it stood, its roots firmly secured in 
the ground. What's more, its branches were heavy with fruit. From all 
appearances, it should have been kindling long ago, but it was still 
being productive. May none of us ever get to the point in our 
Christian walk where we feel that we are no longer useful. There is a 
place for each of us to work in the body of Christ and we can be 
fruitful in some way until our last breath if we choose to be. 

Up to this point we have been thinking about being a bearer of the 
fruits of the wisdom from above as opposed to not being a fruit bearer 
at all. There is another aspect of fruit bearing that we need to consider 
because the Bible addresses it. We need to spend a few moments 
thinking about the possibility of bearing bad fruits. 

James specifically stated that the wisdom from above is full of 
GOOD fruits. That, in and of itself, indicates by implication that there 
are such things as bad fruits. Beyond this, however, we find clear 
statements that attest to the existence of bad fruits. Speaking of false 
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teachers and their deceitful ways, Jesus said, "You will know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from 
thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
bear good fruit." (Matthew 7:16-18). 

The origins of bad fruits are just as evident as the origins of good 
fruits. If the good fruits result from following God and doing His will 
(and they do), then the bad fruits come from following Satan and 
doing his will. The devil's seed is evil for he is the Father of lies (John 
8:44) and is the enemy of mankind (I Peter 5:8). As that wicked seed 
is allowed to grow within people's hearts, it produces hatred, deceit, 
and all other types of sin. 

Here's what we need to keep in mind regarding the good and bad 
fruits. We have a choice between seeds. We can choose to allow 
God's Word or Satan's word to be sown into our hearts. Even after we 
choose God's Word, we still have the freedom to allow Satan to choke 
the seed of truth with his thorns of wickedness. We will produce 
whichever seed we select to go into our hearts and grow. In the words 
of the anonymous poet: 

 
Two natures beat within my breast, 

The one is cursed, the other is blessed. 
The one I love, the other I hate, 
The one I feed will dominate. 

 
One more point that needs to be made about fruit bearing is that 

Christians can lead souls to the Lord through bearing good fruits or 
lead people away from Him through bearing bad fruits. As noted 
earlier, Jesus said in Matthew 7:16 that false teachers would be 
known by their fruits. He repeated that in Matthew 7:20. He said it 
again in Matthew 12:33. In both texts, Jesus added comments about 
good fruits as well as bad ones. The conclusion is that, for good or 
bad, people will know who we are by the fruit that we bear. 



The Wisdom from Above - Full of Good Fruits 
 
 

 
- 89 - 

 

People can't know our hearts, but they can see our fruits. Jesus 
said, "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another." (John 13:35). Love is a fruit that we will be 
considering in the next chapter (Galatians 5:22). People will know we 
are Christians by our love for one another. In addition, they can see 
our faith, our joy, our peace, and even our hope. Seeing all of these 
and hearing us teach the Word of God that is the source of all of these 
could lead them to want to know more about the Lord. On the other 
hand, if we claim to be Christians and we are unloving and lacking in 
faith, joy, peace, and hope, people could seriously question the 
validity of Christianity. We are known by our fruits. We are judged 
by our fruits. Are the fruits we are bearing leading people to God or 
away from Him? 

When Solomon personified wisdom in the book of Proverbs and 
gave it a voice, wisdom said, "My fruit is better than gold, yes, than 
fine gold, and my revenue than choice silver." (Proverbs 8:19). We 
may not ever have the opportunity to store up millions of dollars of 
gold bars for ourselves here on earth. We do, however, have the 
opportunity to enjoy something of even greater value. We have the 
opportunity to enjoy the wisdom that God offers and the fruits that we 
can bear as a result of adding it to our lives. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: The word translated, "fruits" as James used it has reference 

to results. 
2. T – F: Satan is the origin of the fruits of the wisdom from above. 
3. T – F: Bearing good fruit is a matter of eternal life or eternal 

condemnation. 
4. T – F: No matter how old we are, we can still be bearers of good 

fruit for God. 
5. T – F: It is impossible for a Christian to bear bad fruit. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. James said that the wisdom from above is full of: A) bad fruits; B) 

good fruits; C) neither bad nor good fruits. 
2. The seed in Jesus' parable is: A) the Word of God; B) a book 

containing human opinions; C) a literal seed that is planted in the 
ground. 

3. Those who bear fruit for the Lord are the ones who: A) refuse to 
listen; B) hear His Word with a noble and good heart and keep it; 
C) allow the cares and pleasures of this world to come first in their 
lives. 

4. Jesus is the vine and His disciples: A) are also vines; B) are not 
connected with Him at all; C) are the branches. 

5. People will know we are Christians: A) by our fruits; B) only 
because we tell them we are Christians; C) only if we wear badges 
saying, "I am a Christian." 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "The __________ is the __________ of _________." 

2. "But the ones that fell on the __________ ground are those who, 

having heard the __________ with a ___________ and good 

_______________, _____________ it and bear fruit with 

_________________." 

3. "If anyone does not _____________ in _______, he is cast out as 

a ______________ and is __________________; and they gather 

them and throw them into the ___________, and they are 

__________________." 
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4. "You will know them by their ______________. Do men gather 

_______________ from thornbushes or figs from 

________________? Even so, every ___________ tree bears 

good ____________, but a _________ tree bears _________ fruit. 

A ____________ tree cannot bear _________ fruit, nor can a 

_________ tree bear ___________ fruit." 

5. "My ____________ is better than __________, yes, than 

________ gold, and my ____________ than choice 

_______________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. In what way is the Word of God like a seed? _________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. What does it mean to be rooted in the Word of God? __________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How can we be rooted in the Word of God? _________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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4. How does the Word of God bring forth fruit in us? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. How do the cares, riches, and pleasures of this life hinder our 

ability to bear fruit? ____________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why do we allow these things to keep us from bearing fruit? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. How do we demonstrate a commitment to bearing good fruit? ___ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. Why will a Christian who does not bear good fruit be cast out? __ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



The Wisdom from Above - Full of Good Fruits 
 
 

 
- 93 - 

 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. How do Christians, as branches, stay attached to Jesus, the vine? _ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. How does God "prune" us? _______________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. How long does God expect us to be bearers of good fruits? _____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. As we age, does it get harder or easier for us to bear fruit? Explain 

your answer. __________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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13. Whose choice is it to receive the good seed or the bad seed? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

14. How can bearing good fruits lead others to Christ? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. How can bearing evil fruits lead people away from Christ? _____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins 
souls is wise." 
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Chapter Nine: 
The Wisdom from Above - 

Full of Good Fruits 2 

Memory Work:  
"Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace." (James 3:18) 
 
Probably the best known passage in the Bible regarding the good 

fruit that a faithful Christian is to bear is Galatians 5:22-23. Paul 
wrote, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against 
such there is no law." He made a similar comment to the Lord's 
church in Ephesus when he told them that "the fruit of the Spirit is in 
all goodness, righteousness, and truth." (Ephesians 5:9). 

As we prepare to examine the facets of this fruit, let's begin by 
noting a contrast and a similarity between the words of Paul in 
Galatians 5 and Ephesians 5 and the words of James in James 3.  The 
contrast is that James spoke of "fruits" (plural) while Paul wrote of 
"fruit" (singular). There is no contradiction to be found between the 
two Divinely inspired writers. They merely had different emphases. 
James' usage of "fruits" focuses on what the Christian is to have in  
his or her life (multiple fruits) as the result of obtaining the wisdom 
from above while Paul's usage of "fruit" centers on the fruit's singular 
origin. Each Christian should bear multiple fruits, but each one should 
be borne out of the same, singular, spiritual source. 
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The similarity between the words of Paul and James is that they 
are found in the same type of context. James' mention of "good fruits" 
is in the context of a comparison between the wisdom from above and 
earthly wisdom. It's good vs. evil. Paul's mention of "fruit" is also in 
the context of good vs. evil. In the verses preceding his description of 
the fruit, Paul wrote of the works of the flesh that will cause one to 
not inherit the kingdom of God (Galatians 5:19-21). His reference to 
"fruit" in Ephesians 5:9 is couched in the same context. In fact, just 
two verses later, he exhorted, "And have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them." (Ephesians 
5:11). Through His inspired writers, the Lord wants us to be able to 
see the clear distinction between the world's way and His way. 
Whether it's James writing to Christians scattered abroad or Paul 
writing to Christians in Galatia or Ephesus, it's abundantly evident 
that there is good and there is evil and that we are to choose good if 
we want to go to heaven. 

Now let's look at each aspect of the fruit as presented by Paul. 
Space does not permit a detailed treatment of each aspect. The 
purpose of this lesson is merely to introduce these to you with the 
hope that you will study each one in more detail on your own. 

Keep in mind as we study that, as was noted in the previous 
chapter, this fruit is borne through the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
(Colossians 1:3-6). The Holy Spirit is not going to tap us on the 
shoulder and hand these traits over to us. He is not going to tell us 
how to develop these characteristics in our lives separate and apart 
from the Bible that He has inspired. God expects us to walk faithfully 
with Him. "If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit." 
(Galatians 5:25). "See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools 
but as wise." (Ephesians 5:15). He expects us to read and to heed His 
Word in order that we might become the fruit bearers that He desires. 

Also keep in mind the fact noted in the previous chapter that the 
fruit we bear can be seen. If each of the facets of spiritual fruit we are 
about to consider is clearly seen in our lives, we can powerfully 
influence others for the Lord. 
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Looking first at Galatians 5:22-23, we find that love heads the list. 
This is the exalted level of love so beautifully expressed in the Greek 
word "agape." It's the type of love shown by God when He sent His 
only begotten Son into the world in fleshly form (John 3:16). It's the 
type of love shown to us when Christ died for us "while we were still 
sinners." (Romans 5:8). It's the type of love enjoined upon us in I 
Corinthians, chapter 13. 

 
"Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does 
not parade itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does 
not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not 
rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things." (I 
Corinthians 13:4-7). 
 

Take some time to meditate upon each of these characteristics of 
"agape" love. Read about this love shown to us by God, see how it 
was demonstrated by faithful, fruitful Christians in the New 
Testament, and then consider how you yourself can demonstrate this 
love in your own life. 

Next in the list of Galatians 5:22-23 is joy. Since the word, "fruit" 
is used in this context to indicate a result, then we can conclude that 
joy is a result of leading the spiritual life. Consider the epistle to the 
Philippian Christians as evidence of this. In the New King James 
translation of that letter, we find the word, "joy" four times 
(Philippians 1:4, 25; 2:2; 4:1). "Rejoice" is found ten times 
(Philippians 1:18 {twice}; 2:16, 17, 18, 28; 3:1, 3; 4:4 {twice}). 
"Rejoicing" is there one time (Philippians 1:26) as is "rejoiced" 
(Philippians 4:10). The Christian life is a joyful one for many reasons. 
We have been saved from past sins (Romans 6:17-18), we enjoy the 
spiritual blessings that can only be found in Christ (Ephesians 1:3), 
we are on our way to heaven (I Peter 1:3-4), AND, every day we get 
that much closer to our eternal home (Romans 13:11). Why shouldn't 
we be joyful?! 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- 98 - 

 

Peace is next in Paul's list. We serve the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 
9:6) who offers us the peace that passes understanding (Philippians 
4:6-7). It is a peace that the world does not know for it's an inner 
strength that arises from our confidence in God's presence and care 
for us. It is a firmly founded peace that bears us up when the world 
knocks us down and shelters us in the times of storm. It is a quiet 
calm that can remain steady when all around is shaking. It is the peace 
we see in Stephen who, as he surrendered in death to those who 
stoned him, uttered a prayer of forgiveness for his murderers (Acts 
7:54-60). With so many people in today's world seeking peace in 
man-made gods, in worldly pursuits, and even within themselves, 
what a blessing it is to know true peace in Christ. 

Longsuffering comes next in Paul's breakdown of the spiritual 
fruit. This is the polar opposite of being a hothead. Rather than 
lashing out against someone who wrongs us, we patiently endure the 
wrongs and keep our focus on how we can help those souls come to 
the Lord. Both Peter and Paul said that God is longsuffering. "The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, 
but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance." (II Peter 3:9). "And consider that 
the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved 
brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to 
you." (II Peter 3:15). "Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, 
forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God 
leads you to repentance?" (Romans 2:4). As we saw when we studied 
Jesus' parable about the two servants who owed money, if God is 
longsuffering toward us, how can we afford to not be longsuffering 
toward our fellow humans? 

Kindness is trait number five. Romans 11:22 helps us understand 
the meaning of this word. There Paul said, "Therefore consider the 
goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward 
you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also 
will be cut off." (Romans 11:22). The word translated, "goodness" is 
the same one translated, "kindness" in Galatians 5:22. In Romans 
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11:22 we find that the kindness (goodness) of God is the opposite of 
severity. Of course, when we think of severity we think of harshness. 
God wants to be kind. He takes no pleasure in having to be harsh 
(Ezekiel 33:11). We should be of the same mind. Granted, at times we 
have to sternly rebuke those who are in error (Titus 1:13), but we 
should not spend all of our time looking for things to rebuke in 
people. Bearing the fruit of kindness means that we want to be able to 
treat others in a loving manner. 

Goodness has reference to our overall character. When you say 
someone is a good person, what are you saying about that individual? 
You probably mean that he has a kind way about him. You could 
mean that she is the type of person who always seems to want to do 
the right thing or is always trying to be helpful and thoughtful. Paul 
complimented the Roman Christians when he said, "Now I myself am 
confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one 
another." (Romans 15:14). When the inspired writer, Luke, wrote 
about Barnabas, he said he was a good man (Acts 11:24). If someone 
were to sum up your life, what word would they use? 

Next in Paul's list is faithfulness. The Greek word from which 
"faithfulness" is translated is most commonly rendered, "faith." In 
translating it "faithfulness," these translators took the word in its 
context to mean a commitment. To be faithful means to be steady, 
firm, and true, regardless of the circumstances. Surely, Paul's words to 
the Roman Christians ring in our ears as we think of faithfulness. "For 
I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities 
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor 
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 8:38-39). 
This is a confidence that nothing in the world can inspire. It leads to a 
commitment to stand with God no matter what may come. This is 
faith that comes from the Word of God (Romans 10:17). 

Paul wrote that another aspect of the spiritual fruit is gentleness. 
Even though this comes from a different Greek word than that 
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translated "gentle" in James 3:17, it is similar enough to it that further 
discussion is not necessary here. You are encouraged to go back to the 
chapter in this book that discusses the term, "gentle" for study on this 
word. 

The final word in this list in Galatians, chapter five is self-control. 
What first pops into your mind when you think of self-control? Do 
you think about controlling anger? Maybe you think about controlling 
an appetite for food. While keeping a check on our emotions and 
engaging in healthy eating habits are indeed worthy efforts, being in 
control includes much more than these. It involves self-discipline. The 
entire Christian life is, in fact, a discipline. We must control our 
thoughts (II Corinthians 10:5). We must bring our bodies into 
submission (I Corinthians 9:27). We must learn to control and 
discipline the part of us that wants to follow the ways of the world 
and allow God's Word to train us to walk in His way and His way 
alone. Bearing this fruit, we may find ourselves having to give up 
some things in favor of walking with God. That's what Moses did 
when he chose to give up his preferred position in the palace of 
Pharaoh (Hebrews 11:24-26). 

Going now to the three aspects of spiritual fruit in Ephesians, 
chapter five, we see that goodness heads the list. This is the same 
word as the one found in Galatians 5:22 so it needs no further 
comment. 

Righteousness comes next. The Christian who is bearing spiritual 
fruit will be righteous. The word, "righteous" means nothing more 
than "right living." God is the standard of righteousness for He is 
perfectly righteous. There are many passages in the Bible that declare 
the righteousness of God. Our connection to Him in that righteousness 
is stated in I John 2:29. "If you know that He is righteous, you know 
that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him." Although 
some would have us believe that we ourselves cannot be righteous, 
John also wrote, "Little children, let no one deceive you. He who 
practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous." (I John 
3:7). In living righteously, we are not trying to earn our way into 
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heaven. We are simply striving to live according to the right standard 
that God has set. Indeed, there is no such thing as righteous living 
apart from that standard. If we are faithfully obeying and serving the 
Lord, we are living righteously. 

Finally, Ephesians 5:9 includes truth as an aspect of spiritual fruit. 
Jesus prayed to the Father, "Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word 
is truth." (John 17:17). To live a life of truth is to live according to the 
Word of God. It is to walk in the truth (II John 4) and to abide in the 
truth (II John 9). 

We've covered a lot of ground in this chapter. Let's take a moment 
to sum up what the fruit we should be bearing looks like. It should be:  

 
 Loving 
 Joyful 
 Peaceful 
 Longsuffering 
 Kind 
 Good 
 Faithful 
 Gentle 
 In control 
 Righteous 
 According to truth 

 
Would you take some time to meditate upon these traits of the 

spiritual fruit and consider if they are in your life? Can others see 
these in you? Which ones are strong in you? Which ones need to be 
strengthened? These are questions worthy of a lifetime of study. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: The spiritual fruit comes from a single origin. 
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2. T – F: The spiritual fruit is borne through the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. 

3. T – F: The love that we are to have for others is the same love 
that God has for us. 

4. T – F: Christians have little, if any, reason to be joyful. 
5. T – F: The peace that passes understanding can only be found in 

Jesus Christ. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. To be longsuffering means: A) to be hotheaded; B) to patiently 

endure wrong; C) to be impatient. 
2. Kindness: A) is the opposite of severity; B) is weakness; C) is a 

trait that is impossible to attain. 
3. Barnabas: A) was a false teacher; B) was a good man; C) was a 

discourager. 
4. The word, "faithfulness," as it's used in Galatians 5:22, indicates: 

A) a commitment; B) laziness; C) devotion to Satan. 
5. To live a life of truth is to live according to: A) our own desires; 

B) the Word of God; C) the ways of the world. 
 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "And have no ___________________ with the 

___________________ works of _________________, but rather 

______________ them." 

2. "Now I myself am ___________________ concerning you, my 

___________________, that you also are full of 

____________________, filled with all 

_____________________, able also to ____________________ 

one another." 
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3. "For I am ____________________ that neither ____________ 

nor __________, nor ______________ nor 

_______________________ nor ______________, nor things 

_______________ nor things to ______________, nor 

________________ nor _________________, nor any other 

_____________ thing, shall be able to __________________ us 

from the __________ of __________ which is in Christ Jesus our 

____________." 

4. "If you know that He is __________________, you know that 

everyone who practices _________________________ is 

_________ of Him." 

5. "_______________ them by Your _____________. Your 

____________ is ______________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. What does it mean to walk with God faithfully? ______________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Select one facet of love as found in I Corinthians 13:4-7. Tell 

what it means and how we can demonstrate it in our lives. ______ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- 104 - 

 

3. List three reasons that you personally have to be joyful. ________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why does Paul refer to the peace we can have in Christ as "the 

peace that passes understanding"? _________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. How can we learn to become longsuffering toward others? ______ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. What are some ways in which we can demonstrate kindness? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. What can we learn from Barnabas about being a good person? ___ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. How do we build our faith? ______________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. Other than those mentioned in the lesson, what are some areas in 

which we should learn self-control? ________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. Why must we be righteous? ______________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What is the difference between righteousness and self-

righteousness? _________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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12. How can we keep our righteousness from turning into self-

righteousness? _________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

13. What does it mean to abide in the truth? ____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

14. What relationship is there between bearing good fruit and having 

the wisdom from above? _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. How often should we examine ourselves to see if we are bearing 

good fruit? Explain your answer. __________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



The Wisdom from Above - Full of Good Fruits2 
 
 

 
- 107 - 

 

SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of 
God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life." 
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Chapter Ten: 
The Wisdom from Above - 

Without Doubt 

Memory Work:  
"Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just 
as it was told me." (Acts 27:25) 
 
In this chapter's study of one of the characteristics of the wisdom 

from above, we take a brief departure from the New King James 
Version's translation of the original word under consideration in favor 
of what appears to be a more accurate rendering. The NKJV translates 
the second to the last trait of the wisdom from above as, "without 
partiality." While this does seem to be an acceptable translation, the 
word can also mean, "without dubiousness, ambiguity or uncertainty" 
(Thayer's Greek Lexicon). In short, it can mean, "without doubt." The 
historical usage of the word along with the context in which it is 
found has apparently led other translators to render the word, 
"unwavering," "without variance," "without division," and 
"unquestioning." Each of these translations carries with it the idea of 
being without doubt. After careful study, I find myself in agreement 
with these translators. Thus, this chapter will discuss how the wisdom 
from above manifests itself in being without doubt. Certainly, 
learning to be "without partiality" is an important study and I am not 
throwing stones at other translations for using that term, but, in my 
judgment, "without doubt" better fits the context. 

As has been noted earlier in this book, James showed a clear 
contrast between the wisdom from above and the wisdom from below 
in James 3:14-17. The word translated, "without doubt" finds its 
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antonym in James 3:16 in the word translated, "confusion." That word 
means, "instability, a state of disorder, disturbance, confusion" 
(Thayer's Greek Lexicon). It is the opposite of being "without doubt," 
a term that denotes confidence and certainty. 

The same word translated, "confusion" in James 3:16 was used by 
negatively by Paul in I Corinthians 14:33. The inspired apostle wrote, 
"For God is NOT (emphasis mine, mg) the author of confusion but of 
peace, as in all the churches of the saints." The Psalmist sang, 
"The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer; my God, my 
strength, in whom I will trust; my shield and the horn of my salvation, 
my stronghold." (Psalm 18:2). God is consistent. He does not change 
(Malachi 3:6). He is ever near (Psalm 139; Acts 17:27). His eyes are 
upon the righteous and His ears are open to their prayers (I Peter 
3:12). Because of His stability and reliability, we can live without 
doubt. 

Earlier in his epistle, James warned about doubting. When he said 
that the person who prays must do so with no "doubting" (James 1:6), 
he used a word related to the one under consideration in this lesson. 
He went on to say that the doubter will not receive anything from the 
Lord for he or she is unstable (James 1:7-8). "Unstable" is similar to 
the word translated, "confusion" in James 3:16. The doubter is 
unstable. The wisdom from below produces instability. Only the 
wisdom from above can be unwavering because its source is Himself 
unwavering. 

In Matthew 14:22-33 we read of an encounter that the apostle 
Peter had with doubt. 

 
"Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go 
before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes 
away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up 
on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, 
He was alone there. But the boat was now in the middle of the 
sea, tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. Now in the 
fourth watch of the night Jesus went to them, walking on the 
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sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they 
were troubled, saying, It is a ghost! And they cried out for fear. 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, Be of good 
cheer! It is I; do not be afraid. And Peter answered Him and 
said, Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the 
water. So He said, Come. And when Peter had come down out 
of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he 
saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning 
to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me! And immediately 
Jesus stretched out His hand and caught him, and said to him, 
O you of little faith, why did you doubt? And when they got 
into the boat, the wind ceased. Then those who were in the boat 
came and worshiped Him, saying, Truly You are the Son of 
God." 
 
Lest we with our imperfect faith be too hard on Peter as we learn 

from this incident, let's ask ourselves if we would have even gotten 
out of the boat. Eleven other apostles who had physically walked with 
Jesus and had seen His great power did not. They stayed put. What 
would we have done? Even though Peter's faith was not perfect, the 
fact that he took any steps at all when the Lord invited him to walk on 
the water is impressive. Still, we learn from his weakness that we 
must strive for consistency in our faith in God. We will go through 
plenty of storms in our lifetimes, be they financial struggles, health 
issues, family concerns, or even literal storms. We must remember to 
lock our spiritual eyes on the Lord and not allow the storms to 
frighten us. Another lesson we learn from this account is the fact that 
faith and doubt are opposites. "O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?" Jesus asked. The best way to remove our doubt is to build our 
faith and since faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of 
God (Romans 10:17), we know that we can increase our faith and 
destroy our doubt through studying the Bible. 

Likely the most famous doubter of all time is Thomas. He has 
even been tagged with the nickname, "Doubting Thomas," although 
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Jesus never called him that. He is called that because of an incident 
recorded in John 20:19-29. There we find Jesus showing Himself to 
His disciples after His resurrection. Verse 24 says that Thomas was 
not in that assembly. As such, he stated in the next verse that he 
would only believe that Jesus was alive if he could actually see and 
touch his wounds. When Jesus appeared, as He had done with Peter, 
He rebuked Thomas for his unbelief. Again, as we stated regarding 
Peter in the previous paragraph, perhaps we should not be too hard on 
Thomas. Remember, the other disciples did not believe when they 
were first told that Jesus had risen either (Mark 16:9-11). Luke's 
account says that the disciples thought the women who reported to 
them of Jesus' resurrection were just talking nonsense (Luke 24:11). 
Would we have immediately believed what our friends were saying 
about Jesus' resurrection if we had been there? 

After Thomas acknowledged that this really was Jesus before him, 
he heard the Master say, "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you 
have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed." (John 20:29). Within a matter of days after Jesus appeared 
to His disciples after His resurrection, the Savior would ascend back 
into heaven (Acts 1:9). Since then, mankind has not seen Jesus again 
in the flesh on this earth nor will we. He will come again but when He 
does it will be to judge the world (Matthew 25:31-46; Acts 1:11). He 
know that we can't physically see Him, but He pronounced a blessing 
upon us if we believe in Him anyway. 

So many times we feel that we won't believe something until we 
see it. Until that time comes, we doubt and question. When Jesus 
comes to judge, all of mankind shall indeed believe in Him. "For we 
shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ," Paul said in 
Romans 14:10. But if we did not have faith in the Lord in life, our 
seeing Him and believing in Him on the final day will be too late. 

It is indeed a challenge to believe when you can't see and that's 
why some refuse to believe in the Lord. And yet, day after day we 
believe in earthly things that we've never seen. For example, we 
believe that George Washington was the first president of the United 
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States, even though we have never personally seen him. There is 
abundant evidence of the existence of God, of the earthly life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus, and the Divine inspiration of the 
Bible. We are blessed and will be blessed in eternity if we allow our 
faith to drive out our doubt. 

One fact that we've seen in our consideration of Peter and Thomas 
is that even the most faithful of God's servants sometimes entertain 
doubts. There are many more examples than just these two. We see 
doubt in Abraham when he schemed to lie about his relationship with 
Sarah because of his fear of the kings of the lands through which they 
were traveling (Genesis 12:11-14). God had just told Abraham that 
He would bless him abundantly and protect him, yet Abraham 
sometimes demonstrated doubt. Read the Psalms and discover how 
many times David asked God, "Where have you gone, Lord?" (e.g., 
Psalm 13:1-2). David was known as the man after God's own heart 
(Acts 13:22), and yet he sometimes doubted. The fact of the matter is 
that we are imperfect and we often fail. We close our ears to God's 
Word when we ought to be listening. We shut our eyes to 
opportunities to serve Him when we ought to be constantly on the 
lookout for ways to serve Him. We doubt when we ought to believe. 

Like the other facets of the wisdom from above, living "without 
doubt" is a standard for which every Christian should strive. We're all 
going to fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), but that doesn't 
mean we should stop striving toward the marks of spiritual maturity 
that God has set for us. When we fail in our faith, our hearts should be 
broken. Thanks be unto God that, as Christians, we can confess our 
shortcomings to God, repent of them and start anew. John wrote, "If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (I John 1:9). When our faith 
overcomes our doubt, we should rejoice in the victory. The war for 
the soul is not over until we pass from this life, but every battle won 
should be a cause for thankfulness to God as well as a source of 
encouragement to keep going. 
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Is your faith perfect? All of us will have to honestly admit that it 
is not. So, admitting that, in what areas in particular is your faith 
lacking? Are there some aspects of life in which you have more doubt 
in God's care than in others? The wealthy Christian might not have a 
bit of trouble believing God's promise to provide for his or her 
material needs (Romans 6:33), but that same person may not be able 
to handle the stress of a physical illness. The Christian who is in 
tremendous health might not question God's care for his or her well-
being, but that same person might quake in his or her boots at the 
thought of talking to people about their souls, doubting the power of 
the Word and doubting the abilities God has given him or her. It's 
probably not an exaggeration to say that every Christian has at least 
one weak area of faith. God knows what it is. Satan knows what it is. 
The question is, will you and I have the courage to examine our faith, 
see the doubt, and then work to build our faith so that we can drive 
out the doubt? The wisdom from above challenges us to do just that. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE  
1. T – F: Being "without doubt," a term that denotes confidence and 

certainty. 
2. T – F: God is the author of all of the confusion that is in the 

world. 
3. T – F: James said that doubters will receive everything they ask 

for in prayer. 
4. T – F: Peter, though an apostle, had imperfect faith. 
5. T – F: Living "without doubt" is a standard for which every 

Christian should strive. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. "Without doubt" is the opposite of the word in James 3:16 

translated: A) "envy"; B) "self-seeking"; C) "confusion." 
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2. We can live without doubt because: A) of God's stability; B) of 
the stability of the world; C) a preacher told us we could. 

3. We must: A) settle for being average in our faith in God; B) strive 
to be consistent in our faith in God; C) not be concerned about the 
strength of our faith in God. 

4. The most faithful of Christians: A) never sin; B) tell everyone 
how great they are; C) sometimes entertain doubts. 

5. Living "without doubt": A) is a standard for which every Christian 
should strive; B) is too demanding of a standard; C) is achievable 
without God. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "For ________ is not the author of ________________ but of 

____________, as in all the _______________ of the 

____________." 

2. "The __________ is my __________ and my 

_________________ and my _____________________; my 

_______, my ______________, in whom I will _____________; 

my _______________ and the horn of my 

____________________, my ______________________." 

3. "__________________, because you have __________ Me, you 

have _________________. ____________________ are those 

who have _________ seen and yet have ___________________." 

4. "For we shall ________ stand before the _______________ seat 

of _______________." 
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5. "If we __________________ our __________, He is 

__________________ and ____________ to ________________ 

us our ___________ and to ________________ us from all 

____________________________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Why would "confusion," as the word is used in James 3:16, lead 

to doubt? _____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. What causes this "confusion?" ____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How has "confusion" harmed our society? ___________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

4. How has "confusion" harmed the Lord's church? ______________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- 116 - 

 

5. What did God mean when He said in Malachi 3:6 that He does not 

change? ______________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. Why is it comforting to know that God is ever near? ___________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Name one way in which God has demonstrated or continues to 

demonstrate His stability. ________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. How does our confidence in the stability of God help us in our 

daily lives? ___________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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9. What would you have done if you had been in Peter's place and 

the Lord had told you to walk on the water? _________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. Does God ever place tasks before us today that seem impossible 

for us to accomplish? ___________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. Does God require us to have perfect faith in order to go to 

heaven? Explain your answer. ____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

12. How can we build our faith? ______________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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13. What do we learn from Jesus' statement to Thomas in John 20:29? 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

14.  Why do we believe in earthly things and people we have not 

seen? ________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

15. Why should we believe in God? ___________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"For we walk by faith, not by sight." 
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Chapter Eleven: 
The Wisdom from Above - 

Without Hypocrisy 

Memory Work:  
"Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to 
what is good." (Romans 12:9) 
 
When someone who is not a child of God complains about 

Christians, often the first thing out of his or her mouth has something 
to do with hypocrisy. "I would never be a member of that church. It is 
full of hypocrites." Interestingly, our response to such a statement is 
frequently defensive. "Well, you work with hypocrites, don't you? 
You sit at a ball game next to hypocrites, don't you? I don't see you 
quitting your job or staying away from the stadium!" Saying that 
seems to somehow justify hypocrisy in the church. "If the world can 
do it, so can we." But doesn't God expect Christians to rise above the 
standards of the world? The people who refuse to come to God 
because they see imperfections in God's people will have to face the 
Lord in judgment. Paul said, "For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in 
the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad." (II 
Corinthians 5:10). We might not be able to change them, but about 
ourselves as Christians? What are the chances that there is indeed 
hypocrisy in our lives? Perhaps the charge made by the non-Christian 
is worthy of some self-examination instead of defensiveness. It seems 
like a willingness to look inside ourselves to make sure we are not 
hypocritical would be a good example of being "willing to yield." 
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A hypocrite is, basically, a pretender. The one who is hypocritical 
is like a performer who is acting out a part that is different from who 
he or she really is. Our English word is essentially a transliteration of 
the word used by the inspired writers of the Bible. The meaning of the 
word hasn't changed in the past 2,000 years. Unfortunately, neither 
have the deeds and the consequences of hypocrisy changed. They are 
still deceitful and destructive. 

"Hypocrite" and its cognates are found only 13 times in the New 
King James Version of the Old Testament. The words are found more 
than twice that many times in the New Testament. In fact, the one 
who used the words "hypocrite" and "hypocrites" the most was Jesus 
when He was here in the flesh. He spoke those words some 22 times. 
In Matthew 23:13-29 alone He used the word translated "hypocrites" 
eight times and the one translated "hypocrisy" once. 

When we look at the verses in which Jesus called people 
hypocrites, we can tell that He was angry and frustrated. Go back and 
read Matthew 23 in its entirety. What you will find is that the scribes 
and Pharisees whom Jesus was rebuking were forcing the demands of 
their traditions upon others while they themselves did not feel the 
same need to adhere to them (Matthew 23:4). In other words, they 
lived by the philosophy, "Do as I say and not as I do." As the religious 
leaders of Judaism, they were supposed to be leading people to God. 
Instead, they were turning them away (Matthew 23:13). They were 
praying at one moment and then cheating widows the next (Matthew 
23:14). The reason for their actions is clearly seen. "Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the 
cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and self-
indulgence." (Matthew 23:25). "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear 
beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men's bones and all 
uncleanness." (Matthew 23:27). Outwardly, they looked like righteous 
individuals. Inwardly, their hearts were corrupt. They were actors on a 
stage, and while acting in and of itself is not sinful, it becomes sinful 
when anyone tries to disguise a wicked and worldly heart by merely 
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acting like they are faithful followers of God. Jesus warned about 
wolves in sheep's clothing that come in and destroy the flock 
(Matthew 7:15). Hypocrites in the ranks of the church are just as 
dangerous as the ravenous wolves lurking among the sheep. 

When we think about Jesus' time here in the flesh and we think 
about all those who followed Him during His earthly ministry, we 
might tend to believe that He only drew large crowds because of the 
miracles He performed. To be sure, some did leave Him when they 
realized that He expected them to commit themselves to God's will 
(John 6:66), but there were others like Peter who said, "Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also we have 
come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God." (John 6:68). 

Why did some continue to follow Jesus? First and foremost, as 
Peter stated, they believed Him to be the Christ. But they saw more. 
What you read a moment ago from Matthew 23 regarding the scribes 
and the Pharisees pretty much described the religious climate of that 
day. The poor and weak were being ignored. People who didn't fall 
into lockstep with the Jewish leaders were simply referred to as 
"sinners" (Mark 2:16) and tossed aside. Fear was everywhere (John 
9:21-22; 12:42). On top of all this, as we mentioned earlier, the 
religious leadership was rife with hypocrisy. Along comes Jesus and 
He is helping the poor and weak (Matthew 9:1-2), He is paying 
attention to the "sinners" in an effort to save their souls (Luke 5:32), 
and He is speaking to the masses about the love of God (John 3:16). 
What does He want in return? Does He want money? Does He want 
political power? Does He want anything at all that a self-serving 
hypocrite would demand of others? No, He just wants to save those 
who are lost (Luke 19:10). Who wouldn't want to follow a man like 
that?! He had demands, but they were holy and He lived consistently 
with those demands. When He rebuked, He did so without fear or 
favor. Neither possessions nor power swayed Jesus when it came to 
speaking the truth. When He spoke words of encouragement and 
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strength, He spoke them to all who would listen and not just a select 
few. 

Are you seeing in the paragraphs just written about Jesus a pattern 
of consistency that we can copy in our lives? People wanted to follow 
Jesus because they saw a man who lived what He spoke. As 
Christians, we are to show the light of Christ through our lives 
(Matthew 5:14-16). If our deeds do not match the words of faith that 
we speak, we will dim that light in our lives and shut down our 
opportunities to lead lost souls out of the darkness of sin. 

Paul wrote, "Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. 
Cling to what is good." (Romans 12:9). He himself demonstrated a 
pure and consistent love. He wrote to the Corinthian Christians, "We 
give no offense in anything, that our ministry may not be blamed. But 
in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: in much 
patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; by 
purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the Holy 
Spirit, by sincere love." (II Corinthians 6:4-6). Paul's love was devoid 
of hypocrisy. As proof, he noted the sacrifices he had made, the 
suffering he had experienced and the patience he had shown to these 
Christians, even though they had not always returned his love and 
concern. Paul continued in his commitment to serving God and others 
faithfully throughout his Christian life. People could see his 
consistency. A hypocrite might be able to wear a Christian mask for a 
little while, but eventually his or her true identity will be revealed. 
The Christian who, like Paul, day in and day out, year after year, 
continues to show genuine love and concern for others through self-
sacrifice and determined service will be seen for his or her 
consistency and will become a powerful influence for good. 

The effects of a Christian life that is without hypocrisy are far 
reaching. They reach into the world, into the church, and even into the 
home. Paul wrote to Timothy, "I thank God, whom I serve with a pure 
conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I remember you 
in my prayers night and day, greatly desiring to see you, being 
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mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, when I call to 
remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which dwelt first in 
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded 
is in you also." (II Timothy 1:3-5). 

The word translated, "genuine" that Paul used to describe 
Timothy's faith, is the same one translated, "without hypocrisy" in 
James 3:17. Timothy's faith was without hypocrisy. His own faith was 
the result of his hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17), but beyond 
hearing the Word that produced his faith, Timothy saw what faith 
untainted by hypocrisy looked like in the persons of his mother and 
grandmother. 

Our introduction to Timothy in the Bible includes the statement 
that, while his mother was a Christian, apparently his father was not 
(Acts 16:1). In spite of this disadvantage, Timothy had grown up in a 
home that evinced genuine faith. The influence of Lois and Eunice 
had been so great, that by the time Paul and Timothy met, the young 
brother was already "well spoken of by the brethren who were at 
Lystra and Iconium." (Acts 16:2). His genuine and consistent faith 
was demonstrated time and time again as he accompanied Paul on his 
various journeys to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He became 
Paul's right hand man. The great apostle to the Gentiles himself 
attested to the consistent nature of Timothy's life when he wrote to the 
Philippian Christians regarding him, "For I have no one like-minded, 
who will sincerely care for your state. For all seek their own, not the 
things which are of Christ Jesus. But you know his proven character, 
that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel." 
(Philippians 2:20-22). Timothy did not seek his own will, but instead  
sought the will of Christ. What a great asset he was to Paul. The two 
were not unlike Elijah and Elisha. Take some time to read the two 
letters Paul wrote to Timothy. You will see and feel the great love and 
admiration Paul had for Timothy. The young preacher had a genuine 
faith that contained no hypocrisy. His earliest exposure to that type of 
consistent faith was in his home, learning at the feet of his faithful 
mother and grandmother (II Timothy 3:15). 
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Our homes, our neighborhoods, our schools, and our workplaces 
need to be filled with Christians who are not hypocritical. Sadly, there 
are enough people in this world acting the part of a Christian to drive 
away those who might be seeking for truth. Those who are doing so 
need to be sharply rebuked and warned of the consequences of their 
actions. Jesus said, "It is impossible that no offenses should come, but 
woe to him through whom they do come! It would be better for him if 
a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the 
sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones." (Luke 17:1-
2). But for every one of those who is hypocritical, there needs to be a 
million more who are consistent in their Christianity. 

Where do we begin in ridding ourselves of any hypocrisy that we 
might find? Had the scribes and Pharisees been pure in heart, they 
would not have been hypocrites. Therefore, we conclude that we must 
begin by looking at our hearts. What do we see? Do we see a faith 
that rises above the temptation to go along with the crowd? Do we see 
a devotion to truth and love that will not waver? Do we see motives 
that are pure and only interested in serving God by serving others? Do 
we see a determination to have our reward in eternity, even if it means 
giving up rewards here on earth? 

Having established the need to look at our hearts, we must next 
look in the Divine mirror (James 1:22-25) and see if the person we 
claim to be is consistent with the person God wants us to be. These 
verses in James accurately describe hypocrisy. They show us a person 
who sees the need for spiritual change but does nothing about it. He 
just puts on his mask, as it were, covering up the unkempt condition 
of his soul and acting the way he thinks Christians should act instead 
of the way that God's Word tells us to conduct ourselves. 

God doesn't want us to play the part of Christians. He doesn't want 
us putting on and taking off masks of piety as though we were 
performing for others. He wants our hearts, souls, and minds all the 
time and in every place (Matthew 22:37-40). Making that 
commitment to what God wants is how we will live lives "without 
hypocrisy." 
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Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE 
1. T – F: God expects Christians to rise above the standards of the 

world. 
2. T – F: A hypocrite is a pretender. 
3. T – F: Jesus never called anyone a hypocrite. 
4. T – F: The Jewish leadership when Jesus was here in the flesh 

was filled with hypocrisy. 
5. T – F: Jesus lived what He spoke. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. When someone says that there is hypocrisy in the church, we 

should: A) become defensive; B) leave the church; C) examine 
ourselves to see if we have hypocrisy in our lives. 

2. "Hypocrite" is: A) not in the Bible; B) mostly found in the New 
Testament; C) mostly found in the Old Testament. 

3. When Jesus called people hypocrites, He was: A) frustrated and 
angry; B) being unloving; C) just kidding. 

4. When Jesus was here in the flesh, He wanted: A) money; B) 
earthly power; C) obedience to God's will. 

5. Timothy's faith was: A) genuine, or, without doubt; B) non-
existent; C) very weak. 

 
FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "For we must ___________ appear before the 

___________________ seat of ______________, that each one 

may receive the things done in the _________, according to what 

he has __________, whether __________ or ____________." 
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2. "Woe to you, _____________ and ________________, 

____________________! For you are like whitewashed 

____________ which indeed appear beautiful 

____________________, but inside are full of dead men's 

__________ and all _________________________." 

3. "____________, to whom shall we ______? You have the 

____________ of _______________ __________. Also we have 

come to ______________ and know that __________ are the 

_____________, the ___________ of the ______________ 

_________." 

4. "Let ____________ be without ________________. 

______________ what is _________. ____________ to what is 

____________." 

5. "It is ______________________ that no _______________ 

should come, but woe to him through whom they do 

___________! It would be better for him if a 

___________________ were hung around his _____________, 

and he were _________________ into the _________, than that 

he should _______________ one of these little ones." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. How would you answer a person who says that he or she is not 

interested in Christianity because it is filled with hypocrites? ____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 



The Wisdom from Above - Without Hypocrisy 
 
 

 
- 127 - 

 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why would you answer in that way? _______________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How could our faith be hypocritical? _______________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

4. How can we keep our faith from becoming hypocritical? _______ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. Why is it important for Christians to not be hypocritical? _______ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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6. Why do you think "hypocrite" is used more frequently in the New 

Testament than in the Old Testament? ______________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. What do we learn from Jesus' rebukes of the hypocrisy of the 

Jewish leaders? ________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

8. What does "a brother offended is harder to win than a strong city" 

(Proverbs 18:19) mean? _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What can we do to win back a Christian who has left the church 

because he or she has been offended by another Christian's 

hypocrisy? ____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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10. What can we do to win him or her back if we were the ones who 

were guilty of the hypocrisy? _____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What are some ways in which we as parents might be showing 

hypocrisy to our children? _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

12. How can we best demonstrate consistency in our faith to our 

children? _____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

13. What does it mean to "seek the things which are of Christ Jesus"?  

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
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14. How does the Bible help us see our true selves? ______________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

15. How often should we examine our spiritual condition? Explain 

your answer. __________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all 
evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, 
that you may grow thereby." 
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Chapter Twelve: 
Additional Benefits of Wisdom 

Memory Work:  
"The way of life winds upward for the wise, that he may turn 
away from hell below." (Proverbs 15:24) 
 
Throughout our study of this book, we have seen the many 

benefits of being filled with the wisdom from above. In general, we 
can conclude that because the wisdom from above is from God and 
because we have to turn to Him to get it, the greatest benefit of its 
attainment is that it brings us closer to Him. James wrote, "Draw near 
to God and He will draw near to you." (James 4:8). What a 
wonderfully comforting thought that is. As we get closer to God, not 
only do we get farther away from the world's wisdom and its 
confusion and evil, but God comes to meet us. He does not distance 
Himself from us. Paul said, "He is not far from each one of us." (Act 
17:27). He does not make it hard for us to find and communicate with 
Him. The Psalmist said that the Lord is "very present" (Psalm 46:1), 
meaning that He is easily found. The same writer said, "I sought the 
Lord, and He heard me." (Psalm 34:1). God is ready and willing to 
provide us with the wisdom we seek. He offers us a closeness with 
Him that is only available when we diligently seek Him. Adding the 
traits of the wisdom from above to our lives makes us more holy, 
more righteous, and more Christ-like. It helps us rise above the world, 
bringing with it a greater peace, joy, and strength, the likes of which 
we could never know in a pursuit of the wisdom from below. If there 
were no other reason for adding the wisdom from above to our lives 
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than the fact that doing such brings us closer to God, that would be 
sufficient motivation. But there's more. 

The wisdom from above brings us control over our tongues. How 
often do you find yourself searching for the right words? How often 
do you find yourself regretting your usage of the wrong words? How 
would you like to do a better job of knowing what to say and when to 
say it? Solomon said, "The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and 
adds learning to his lips." (Proverbs 16:23). He also said, "The tongue 
of the wise uses knowledge rightly..." (Proverbs 15:2). 

In Appendix A of this book you will find a categorical list of 
many of Solomon's proverbs of wisdom. One of the categories is 
"Speech." Consider just a small selection of these proverbs here as 
evidence of what wisdom can help us do with our words. 

The wisdom from above can help us: 
 
 Diffuse potentially volatile situations. "A soft answer turns 

away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger." (Proverbs 
15:1). 

 Be a source of encouragement. "A wholesome tongue is a 
tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit." 
(Proverbs 15:4). 

 Know when not to speak. "He who has knowledge spares 
his words, and a man of understanding is of a calm spirit. 
Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; when 
he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive." (Proverbs 
17:27-28). 

 Keep us from saying things that can get us into trouble. 
"Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from 
troubles." (Proverbs 21:23). 

 
Being able to use our words wisely is not a miraculous gift. We 

don't need the Holy Spirit to whisper words in our ears. He's already 
taught us the principles of what to say in the Bible that He inspired. 
Solomon wrote, "The heart of the righteous studies how to answer..." 
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(Proverbs 15:28). To get control over our tongues, we need to pause 
before we say anything, let the Word of God that we have studied fill 
our hearts, and then speak based on what we have learned from God's 
inspired Word. Is that always easy to do? No, but relying on God's 
guidance through His Word is the only way we are going to tame our 
tongues. James said we can't do it by ourselves (James 3:8). We need 
to learn to speak from holy hearts. The more we learn from God in 
His Word, the more prepared we will be to speak in a manner that 
glorifies Him. 

Another benefit of having the wisdom from above in our lives is 
that it makes us strong. "A wise man is strong, yes, a man of 
knowledge increases strength." (Proverbs 24:5). Ecclesiastes 7:19 
adds, "Wisdom strengthens the wise more than ten rulers of the city." 
Ecclesiastes 9:18 tells us that, "Wisdom is better than weapons of 
war." 

The Bible clearly teaches us that each of us is in a battle for our 
souls. Paul wrote, "For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places." (Ephesians 6:12). We're not going to win this battle 
with tanks and guns and other weapons of earthly warfare. We need 
to equip ourselves with the armor of God and gain the strength that 
we get from Him through putting on, taking up, and utilizing these 
tools (Ephesians 6:13-18). 

John said, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the 
world." (I John 4:4). Romans 8:31 reads, "What then shall we say to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?" As faithful 
followers of God, we have the upper hand in the battle for our souls. 
As Solomon said, we have more power than ten rulers. We WILL 
overcome. The wisdom from above gives us this strength because, as 
it causes us to focus on God, it helps us make choices that are 
pleasing to Him. This, in turn, makes us stronger in our stand against 
Satan. Our choices based on this wisdom may not make us rich or 
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powerful by worldly standards, but they will make us stronger in the 
Lord and that's the strength we need to win the ultimate victory over 
Satan and find eternal life with God in heaven. 

Still another benefit of walking in the wisdom from above is that 
it causes us to prioritize. Solomon wrote, "The heart of the wise is in 
the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth." 
(Ecclesiastes 7:4). Surely the wise man did not mean that every 
moment of our lives ought to be spent focusing on death. That would 
have contradicted statements made by other inspired writers, such as 
his father, who encouraged joyful living (e.g., Psalm 33:1). 

The meaning of Solomon's statement is seen in Ecclesiastes 7:2. 
"Better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of 
feasting, for that is the end of all men; and the living will take it to 
heart." The wise person recognizes that his or her life is brief. Thus, 
that individual will ever be preparing for eternity by putting God first 
and growing in Him. 

Hebrews 9:27 says that we are going to die. We all know that. But 
how many people actually want to acknowledge that truth? Israel of 
old put the thought of their country's destruction out of their minds 
(Amos 6:3). They didn't want to think about it so they just kept on 
doing what they wanted to do, perhaps hoping that that would 
somehow cancel the destruction. The rich man in Jesus' parable in 
Luke 12:16-21 did not want to think about death. All he wanted to do 
was make more room for his possessions. God called him a fool and 
said, "This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will 
those things be which you have provided?" (Luke 12:20). Just like 
Israel and the rich fool, we often don't want to consider that an end is 
coming. But wisdom recognizes this truth and makes preparation for 
that time by giving priority to spiritual matters over physical ones. 

Have you ever known someone who died? Have you ever been to 
a funeral? Obviously, those are absurd questions. But here's one that's 
not so absurd. What did you learn from those deaths and funerals? 
While you mourned the loss and sought to comfort those affected by 
it, did you look inside and think about your own eventual passing 
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from this life? Did you embark upon or renew a commitment to use 
the brief time you have left to be of better service to the Lord? 

Solomon said that the foolish person doesn't consider the 
inevitability of his or her death. All that individual wants to do is have 
a good time. This person is like the rich fool cited earlier who said, 
"Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; 
eat, drink, and be merry." (Luke 12:19). The wisdom from above, on 
the other hand, causes us to stop, think, and meditate when we 
witness death and, by doing so, it leads us to recognize the fact that 
this life is not all there is. Each of us is steadily progressing toward 
our eternal home (Ecclesiastes 12:5). Godly wisdom helps us 
prioritize and prepare. 

Finally, the wisdom from above can keep us on the path of 
righteousness and off the path of destruction. Consider these words of 
Solomon that he spoke to his son: 

 
"For the Lord gives wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge 
and understanding; He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 
He is a shield to those who walk uprightly; He guards the paths 
of justice, and preserves the way of His saints. Then you will 
understand righteousness and justice, equity and every good 
path. When wisdom enters your heart and knowledge is 
pleasant to your soul, discretion will preserve you; 
understanding will keep you, to deliver you from the way of 
evil, from the man who speaks perverse things, from those who 
leave the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness; 
who rejoice in doing evil, and delight in the perversity of the 
wicked; whose ways are crooked, and who are devious in their 
paths." (Proverbs 2:6-15)  
 
Look at all that is promised to those who seek God's wisdom. He 

will be their shield, guard their paths, and preserve (be a watchman 
over) their way. Those who obtain this wisdom will understand what 
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is right and what is wrong. They will be better able to discern what is 
right and what is wrong. 

Jesus said that there are two ways that we can take in this world 
(Matthew 7:13-14). One leads to heaven and the other leads to hell. 
The one to hell is wide and takes little effort to follow. It is thus 
because it is the path used by the majority of mankind. It is the path of 
sin. In contrast, the way to heaven is difficult to travel. It is thus 
because it demands discipline and constant attention to one's thoughts, 
words, and deeds. It requires self-examination to be sure that we are 
walking with God according to His will (II Corinthians 13:5). The 
wisdom from above opens our eyes to see the distinction between the 
two ways (and there are only two). Couched in the absorption of 
God's Word into our hearts, this wisdom helps us take the right road, 
difficult to travel though it may be, and steer clear of the wrong road 
and its promises of ease and worldly pleasure. It leads us to see what 
is at the end of each road and causes us to choose that which will 
benefit us eternally over that which offers only temporal joys. 

The benefits of the wisdom from above are many. The marvelous 
truth about them is that they get better with each step we take toward 
full maturity in this wisdom. Obtaining this wisdom is a life-long 
process that will never cease to produce rewards both here and in 
eternity. 

 

Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE 
1. T – F: The greatest benefit of attaining the wisdom from above is 

that it brings us closer to God. 
2. T – F: The wisdom from above helps us gain control of our 

tongues. 
3. T – F: The wisdom from above makes us strong. 
4. T – F: The wisdom from above causes us to prioritize. 
5. T – F: The wisdom from above can keep us on the path of 

righteousness and off the path of destruction. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. God: A) is easily found; B) is difficult to find; C) can never be 

found when we need Him. 
2. The wisdom from above can help us: A) be a source of 

encouragement; B) know when not to speak; C) both A and B. 
3. The Bible clearly teaches us that each of us is in a battle for: A) 

property; B) our souls; C) money. 
4. It is good to go to "the house of mourning" because: A) it will 

remind us of the brevity of life and the need to prepare for 
eternity; B) God doesn't want us to ever have any joy in our lives; 
C) we have nothing better to do. 

5. Jesus said: A) there are many ways to heaven; B) there is one way 
to heaven and one way to hell; C) there is no path to heaven for 
God does not want to save us. 

 
 FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "Draw ___________ to __________ and He will draw 

___________ to __________." 

2. "Whoever _____________ his _______________ and 

______________ keeps his ____________ from 

_________________." 

3. "_______________ is better than ________________ of 

________." 

4. "You are of __________, little children, and have 

______________ them, because _________ who is in ________ 

is ________________ than he who is in the ________________." 
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5. "Better to go to the house of __________________ than to go to 

the house of __________________, for that is the __________ of 

all men; and the ________________ will take it to 

____________." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. Are there any other benefits of the wisdom from above that come 

to your mind? _________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

2. What did James mean when he said that God will draw near to us 

if we draw near to Him? _________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. What did the Psalmist mean when he said that God is very present 

or, easily found? _______________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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4. Why is it important for us to choose our words wisely? ________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

5. What is the meaning of Proverbs 15:1? _____________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

6. Give one example of a situation when it is best not to say 

anything. _____________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

7. When should we stop fighting the battle for our souls? Explain 

your answer. __________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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8. What is the meaning of, "If God be for us, who can be against 

us?" _________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

9. What is the meaning of John 16:33? ________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

10. What lesson or lessons have you learned from the deaths of loved 

ones? ________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

11. Is it possible for a person to think too much about his or her 

death? Explain your answer. ______________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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12. How do we find a balance between joy and seriousness? _______ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

13. In what ways is God a shield? ____________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________ 

 

14. Why does the road to heaven have so few souls on it? _________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 ___________________________________________________ 

 

15. What can we do to help more souls find the way to heaven? _____ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 
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SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the man who gains 
understanding." 
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Chapter Thirteen: 
Obtaining Wisdom 

Memory Work:  
"Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away 
from the words of my mouth. Do not forsake her, and she will 
preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you." (Proverbs 4:5-
6) 
 
We close this study of the wisdom from above with what is, in 

essence, a summary and an exhortation. The summary will remind us 
of the following fact that has been pointed out multiple times in 
earlier chapters: The wisdom that we need is from above and can only 
be found by going to God. The exhortation is designed to make us 
think about the status of the wisdom from above in our own lives and 
to spur us on to greater wisdom so that we can be stronger in the 
Lord, more capable of overcoming the world, and more effective in 
leading others to Him. 

The Psalmist tells us where the search for true wisdom begins. 
Psalm 111:10 says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; 
a good understanding have all those who do His commandments. His 
praise endures forever." Proverbs 9:10 echoes this truth. "The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 
One is understanding." In these contexts, to fear God means to respect 
Him. Those who do not respect God do not listen to Him. As a result, 
they will never gain the wisdom from above. Fear God to obtain the 
wisdom from above.  
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With respect for God in our hearts, we turn to Him in search of the 
wisdom that He offers, recognizing that He is the only true source of 
this wisdom. Any other source to which we might appeal for the 
wisdom from above is inferior and will ultimately lead to our 
destruction. Consider an illustration from Jesus as proof of this fact. 

 
"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does 
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the 
rock: and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds 
blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was 
founded on the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who 
built his house on the sand: and the rain descended, the floods 
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. 
And great was its fall." (Matthew 7:24-27). 
 
Why would a builder even think about erecting a house on an 

unstable foundation? Jesus' words are simply common sense and so 
easy to understand from an earthly standpoint, but how many people 
missed the application when He first offered this illustration and how 
many continue to miss it today? God is our Rock. Psalm 18:46 says, 
"The Lord lives! Blessed be my Rock! Let the God of my salvation be 
exalted." He is the only one who is stable and sturdy enough to hold 
us up when the storms of life blow. Building on anything or anyone 
else will cause us to waver in life's storms and eventually succumb to 
them. Turn to God to obtain the wisdom from above. 

It would be great to think that wisdom automatically comes with 
age. Unfortunately, the old adage, "The older we get, the wiser we 
become" doesn't always ring true. After Elihu heard his elders, Job, 
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar discuss a wide range of spiritual matters 
without coming to an acceptable conclusion, the young man said, "I 
am young in years, and you are very old; therefore I was afraid, and 
dared not declare my opinion to you. I said, Age should speak, and 
multitude of years should teach wisdom. But there is a spirit in man, 
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and the breath of the Almighty gives him understanding. Great men 
are not always wise, nor do the aged always understand justice." (Job 
32:6-9). Wisdom, in general,  must be sought out. We must be willing 
to learn from our mistakes and even from our successes. The same is 
true when it comes to obtaining the wisdom from above. Seek the 
wisdom from above. 

Let's go back to Jesus' illustration about the two builders. Notice 
the preface to Jesus' comments about the wise man: "Therefore 
whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them..." Now notice 
the preface to His comments about the foolish man: "But everyone 
who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them..." Not only 
must we acknowledge God as the source of the wisdom from above, 
we must listen to Him. How often do we open our Bibles in search of 
God's wisdom? How frequently do we meditate upon His Word? Just 
hearing God's Word is not sufficient. Listen to God in order to obtain 
the wisdom from above. 

Fear God. Turn to Him. Seek Him. Listen to Him. That all sounds 
so simple, doesn't it? If it's so simple, why aren't there more 
spiritually wise people in this world? If we, as Christians, are not as 
wise as we could be, why is that the case? 

One reason for a lack of wisdom is that we let the world tell us 
what to do. Paul wrote, "Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among 
you seems to be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may 
become wise." (I Corinthians 3:18). On the surface, that statement 
seems rather strange. It's reminiscent of something that Jesus had said 
earlier. "And Jesus said, For judgment I have come into this world, 
that those who do not see may see, and that those who see may be 
made blind." (John 9:39). From a worldly viewpoint, that doesn't 
make any more sense than Paul's statement. The point that both Paul 
and Jesus were making is that we must put the spiritual before the 
earthly. We must be blind to the ways of the world if we want to have 
spiritual sight. In I Corinthians 1:18, 23, Paul said that some 
considered the doctrine of Jesus Christ to be foolishness. If that's the 
case, then we should choose this "foolishness" over what the world 
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defines as wisdom. We're liable to be ridiculed and called all kinds of 
names, but what the world has to say about us is not nearly as 
important as God's view of us. Paul himself even said, "We are fools 
for Christ's sake." (I Corinthians 4:10). He didn't mind being 
considered foolish in the eyes of the world, so long as he was 
considered wise by God's standard. 

Another reason for a lack of wisdom in some lives is that 
knowledge and passion have not met in people's hearts. Knowledge is 
not enough. Listening is not enough. For that matter, doing is not 
enough if the doing does not come from a heart of faith. Recall from 
our study of the word in James 3:17 translated, "without hypocrisy" 
that it's possible for one to look like he or she is doing right when, in 
fact, there is no true commitment to God behind the doing. Solomon 
posed this question in Proverbs 17:16: "Why is there in the hand of a 
fool the purchase price of wisdom, since he has no heart for it?" What 
good will wisdom do this person if his heart is not in it? We can give 
lip service to wanting wisdom. We can even read and hear about it. 
But if our efforts to obtain it and grow in it are heartless, or even half-
hearted for that matter, we won't find it. 

Now consider this as another reason for a lack of wisdom. Having 
told his original readers that if they asked God for wisdom they would 
receive it (James 1:5), James said, "You lust and do not have. You 
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do 
not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because 
you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures." (James 4:2-
3). They did not have because they did not seek and when they did 
seek, their only interest was in obtaining things that appealed to their 
worldly desires. Are we diligently seeking the wisdom from above? If 
we are, what is our motive for doing so? 

One final reason why we might not be wiser than we are is 
because we don't pay attention. In an earlier chapter of this book we 
considered the importance of listening. Coupled with that is the need 
to observe. Sadly, not only do we not listen to what God says in His 
Word, but we neglect to observe very clear lessons that He, in His 
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providence, puts right in front of our faces. This would fall under the 
trait of being willing to yield. There are object lessons all around us 
every day, each of which can make us wiser, but are we paying 
attention? 

Solomon wrote about an object lesson he once learned. He said, "I 
went by the field of the lazy man, and by the vineyard of the man 
devoid of understanding; and there it was, all overgrown with thorns; 
its surface was covered with nettles; its stone wall was broken down. 
When I saw it, I considered it well; I looked on it and received 
instruction:" (Proverbs 24:30-32). This lesson is easy to understand. If 
the farmer does not tend to his crops because he is too lazy, he'll soon 
find his fields overrun with weeds and his fences falling down. 
Solomon said that he looked at it and learned. What did he learn? He 
concluded that laziness leads to loss and that one must be industrious 
in order to care for himself or herself. As you'll see when you get to 
Appendix A, Solomon had quite a bit more to say about laziness. In 
this particular text, the wisdom he gained was a reminder of the need 
to be a good worker. He paid attention to the potential lessons in 
wisdom that surrounded him. We also have opportunities to learn and 
develop wisdom if only we will pay attention. 

What a wonderful gift God has offered us in the form of the 
wisdom from above. It's not a miraculous gift that was limited to the 
first century (I Corinthians 13:9-12). It's not reserved for a special few 
who are smarter than the rest of us. It is available to every Christian 
who seeks it in faith. 

 
"If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to 
all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is 
like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let 
not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the 
Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways." 
(James 1:5-8). 
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This wisdom is available to every Christian who seeks it 
according to God's will. 

 
"Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know 
that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we have asked of Him." (I John 5:14-15).  
 
Would you like to live a life that is: 
 
 Pure 
 Peaceable 
 Gentle 
 Willing to yield 
 Full of mercy 
 Full of good fruits 
 Without doubt 
 Without hypocrisy 
 
It's possible to add these heavenly traits to our lives. These 

blessings are within our grasp. We need them so that we can be closer 
to God. Our fellow Christians need them so that they can be closer to 
God. Our friends, family members, and neighbors who are not 
Christians need us to have them in our lives so that they can see 
Christ in us and be persuaded to come to the Lord in humble 
obedience to the teaching of His Word. 

If someone told you of a tremendous bargain at your favorite 
store, how long would it take you to get to that store and snap up as 
many of those sale items as you could get? If someone offered you a 
million dollar house for free with no strings attached, how long would 
it take you to sign the paperwork? With the wisdom from above so 
readily available to you and me as Christians, why would or should 
we hesitate another moment to seek it with all of our hearts? 
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Exercise Your Mind 
 
TRUE OR FALSE 
1. T – F: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 
2. T – F: The wisdom from above has multiple sources. 
3. T – F: The wise builder builds his house on the sand. 
4. T – F: We automatically get wiser as we get older. 
5. T – F: Growing in the wisdom from above requires listening and 

doing. 
 
MULTIPLE CHOICE 
1. The wisdom from above: A) can be found in books of man-made 

gods; B) cannot be found at all; C) can only be found by going to 
God. 

2. Building on God, the Rock: A) allows us to withstand life's 
stormy blows; B) is no better than building on the sand; C) is not 
too difficult for anyone to do. 

3. Wisdom: A) must be sought out; B) is inborn in each of us; C) is 
given to us miraculously without any effort on our part. 

4. In order to obtain wisdom, we must be: A) prideful; B) lazy; C) 
humble. 

5. Seeking the wisdom from above: A) can be put off until later in 
life; B) must come from the heart; C) is necessary for only a few 
but not for all. 
 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 
(Note: All scripture quotations are taken from the New King James 
Version and can be found in this lesson.) 
1. "The _________ of the ___________ is the 

___________________ of _____________; a good understanding 

have all those who do His _______________________. His praise 

endures _________________." 
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2. "Let no one _______________ himself. If anyone among you 

seems to be __________ in this age, let him become a 

___________ that he may become ___________." 

3. Why is there in the __________ of a __________ the purchase 

price of ___________________, since he has no ____________ 

for it?" 

4. "You ___________ and do not _________. You murder and covet 

and cannot ____________. You fight and war. Yet you do not 

have because you do not ___________. You ask and do not 

________________, because you ask ______________, that you 

may spend it on your ______________________." 

5. "If any of you lacks __________________, let him ________ of 

________, who gives to all _________________ and without 

________________, and it will be _____________ to him. But let 

him ask in _____________, with no _____________________, 

for he who _______________ is like a wave of the sea driven and 

tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will 

_______________ anything from the _____________; he is a 

double-minded man, _______________ in all his ways." 

 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 
1. What does it mean to respect someone? _____________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
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_____________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why should we fear, or have respect for, the Lord? ____________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

3. How do we show this respect to Him? ______________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

4. Why does a wise person build his or her faith on God, the Rock? _ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

5. Where does the foolish person turn when he or she faces the 

storms of life? Why will they not get the help they truly need by 

turning to these people or things? __________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
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6. Why SHOULD we get wiser as we get older? ________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

7. Why is just listening to God's Word not enough? _____________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

8. What is another reason why we or others do not have more of the 

wisdom from above in our lives? __________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

9. Why would someone only seek the wisdom from above half-

heartedly or with no heart at all? __________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________ 
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10. What are your thoughts about James 4:2-3? __________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

11. What lesson can we learn from Proverbs 6:6-8? ______________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

12. Name one other thing that have you observed in nature that taught 

you a valuable lesson. What lesson did it teach you? ___________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

13. What do we allow to keep us from growing in the wisdom from 

above? _______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 
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14. When should we start our efforts to grow in the wisdom from 

above? Explain your answer. _____________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

15. What is the most important lesson you have learned from this 

book's study of the wisdom from above? ____________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 
SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES 
(Note: For this section, you will find a good concordance helpful. All 
scripture quotations are taken from the New King James Version.)  
 
Where is the following Bible verse located? ___________ 
 
"Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; Teach a 
just man, and he will increase in learning." 
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Appendix A: 
Wisdom in Proverbs by Category 

Beginning in the tenth chapter of the book of Proverbs, we find a 
concise compilation of some of the more than 3,000 wise sayings 
uttered by King Solomon (I Kings 4:32). As we read each proverb in 
succession, our minds are introduced to so many concepts in such a 
short period of time that it can seem overwhelming. That's why for 
several years I have taught the final 22 chapters of Proverbs 
categorically rather than sequentially. My purpose in doing this has 
not been to try to improve upon God's Word in any way, but to 
instead provide a ready reference to the areas of life in which we all 
need wisdom. 

The list below is not exhaustive and I'm certainly not the first to 
offer a study of Proverbs from this perspective. May this list aid you 
in remembering the Divinely inspired proverbs as they apply to each 
of these important aspects of our lives. 

 
Attitude 

 12:25 

 14:17 

 14:29-30 

 15:13 
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 15:1 

 15:18 

 16:3 

 16:32 

 17:22 

 19:19 

 23:7 

 25:8 

 25:25 

 25:28 

 27:3 

 27:4 

 29:22 

Child to Parent Relationship 

 10:1 

 10:5 

 13:1 
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 15:5 

 15:20 

 17:25 

 19:13 

 19:26-27 

 20:11 

 20:20 

 23:15,16 

 23:19 

 23:22 

 27:11 

 28:7 

 28:24 

 29:3 

Conduct in Business 

 11:1 

 11:15 



If Any of You Lacks Wisdom 
 

 

 
- 158 - 

 

 16:11 

 20:10 

 20:14 

 20:23 

 22:26-27 

 27:23-27 

Drunkenness 

 20:1 

 23:21 

 23:29-35 

Fear of the Lord 

 10:27 

 14:2 

 14:26-27 

 16:6 

 19:23 

 23:17 
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 24:21 

 29:25-26 

God's Omniscience and Omnipresence 

 15:3 

 15:11 

 16:2 

 16:4 

 16:9 

 16:33 

 17:3 

 20:22 

 20:24 

 20:27 

 21:1-2 

 21:30-31 

 22:12 

 24:12 
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Hatred vs. Love 

 10:12 

 26:24-26 

Heeding Instruction 

 10:17 

 12:1 

 13:13 

 15:10 

Helping the Needy 

 11:27, 24-26 

 14:21 

 14:31 

 17:5 

 19:17 

 22:2 

 22:9 

 28:27 
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Laziness and Industriousness 

 10:4-5 

 10:26 

 12:24 

 12:27 

 13:4 

 13:11 

 14:23 

 15:19 

 18:9 

 19:15 

 19:24 

 20:4 

 20:13 

 21:25,26 

 22:13 

 22:29 
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 24:30-34 

 26:13-16 

Miscellaneous 

 14:34 

 15:22,27 

 17:13-15,17 

 18:10,19.22 

 20:3,12,29 

 21:3,5,16,17 

 22:24-25 

 24:1-2,10,17-18,27 

 25:14,19,20,21-22,23 

 26:1 

 27:17,19,20,21 

 28:20,23,25,26 

 29:4,14,18 
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Pride vs. Humility 

 13:10 

 15:33 

 16:5 

 16:18-19 

 18:12 

 21:4 

 22:4 

 25:6-7 

 29:23 

Rearing Children 

 13:24 

 19:18 

 22:6 

 22:15 

 23:13-14 

 29:15 
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 29:17 

Speech 

 10:17-19 

 12:22 

 13:3 

 14:5 

 14:25 

 15:1 

 15:2 

 15:4 

 15:7 

 15:23 

 15:26 

 16:24 

 16:27-29 

 17:7 

 17:9 
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 17:27-28 

 18:4 

 18:6-8 

 18:13 

 18:21 

 19:5 

 19:9 

 19:28 

 20:6 

 20:15 

 20:17 

 20:19 

 21:23 

 21:28 

 24:28 

 25:11 

 25:18 
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 26:18-23 

 26:28 

 27:1-2 

 27:5 

 27:14 

 29:5 

 29:11 

 29:20 

Wealth vs. Poverty 

 10:15 

 11:4 

 11:28 

 13:7-8 

 13:11 

 13:18 

 14:20 

 15:16-17 
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 16:8 

 16:19 

 17:1 

 18:11 

 18:23 

 19:1 

 19:6-7 

 21:6 

 21:13-14 

 22:7 

 22:16 

 22:22-23 

 23:4-5 

 28:3 

 28:6 

Wickedness vs. Righteousness 

 10:2,3 
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 10:6,7 

 10:11 

 10:16 

 10:20 

 10:24-25 

 10:28-32 

 11:3 

 11:5-6 

 11:8 

 11:10-11 

 11:18-20 

 11:21 

 11:23 

 11:31 

 12:3 

 12:5-7 

 12:10 
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 12:12-13 

 12:21 

 12:26 

 12:28 

 13:5-6 

 13:9 

 13:21 

 13:25 

 14:11 

 14:19 

 14:32 

 15:6 

 15:8-9 

 15:28-29 

 16:12 

 21:7 

 21:10 
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 21:12 

 21:15 

 21:18 

 21:21 

 21:27 

 21:29 

 24:15-16 

 24:19-20 

 24:24-25 

 25:5 

 25:26 

 28:1 

 28:4 

 28:10 

 28:12 

 28:18 

 28:28 
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 29:2 

 29:6-7 

 29:16 

 29:27 

Wisdom vs. Foolishness 

 10:8 

 10:13 

 10:23 

 11:12 

 12:8 

 12:15-16 

 12:23 

 13:16 

 13:20 

 14:1 

 14:3 

 14:6-9 
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 14:15-16 

 14:18 

 14:24 

 14:33 

 14:35 

 15:14 

 15:21 

 15:24 

 16:16 

 16:21-23 

 17:10 

 17:12 

 17:16 

 17:24 

 18:1-2 

 18:15 

 19:3 
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 19:8 

 21:20 

 22:3 

 23:9 

 24:3-5 

 24:7 

 24:9 

 24:13-14 

 26:4-12 

 29:8-9 

Women 

 11:16 

 11:22 

 12:4 

 14:1 

 19:13 

 19:14 
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 21:9 

 21:19 

 23:27-28 

 25:24 

 27:15 

 31:10-31 
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Appendix B: 
God's Plan of Salvation 

 
The Bible teaches that you and I are sinners (Romans 3:10,23). As 

such, we are displeasing to God (Psalm 5:5). Our sins, like a brick 
wall, separate us from Jehovah (Isaiah 59:1,2). They separate us from 
the one who is going to judge this world, the one who has the power 
to cast us into eternal hell or take us into eternal glory in heaven at 
Judgment (Matthew 7:21-23; 25:31-46). 

Certainly all of us want to avoid the punishment of hell and go to 
heaven, but how can we accomplish this desire if we are sinners who 
stand separated from God? Were it not for the grace of God, we could 
not accomplish it at all (Matthew 19:25,26; Titus 2:11). 

Ephesians 2:8 states, "For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God." That "gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23). 
Prompted by His perfect love, God gave His only begotten Son, Jesus 
the Christ, as a sacrifice for our sins (John 3:16). The penalty for sin 
has to be paid. Because of God's grace and love, He does not want us 
to have to pay that penalty (though we hasten to mention that God's 
perfect justice demands punishment for those who do not obey the 
Lord – Deuteronomy 32:4; II Thessalonians 1:7-9). The blood of His 
Son that was shed on a cross on the hill of Calvary nearly 2000 years 
ago paid the price for sin. 

Our sins CAN be forgiven. We CAN be pure in the sight of God 
IF we will be washed in the soul-saving blood of Christ that is made 
available to every sinner. But how are we washed in this blood? God's 
grace saves us, but His grace alone does not save. It is by His grace 
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that everyone has the opportunity to be saved and it is by His grace 
that some will be saved, but not everyone will be saved in eternity 
(Matthew 7:13,14). Only those who obey the Lord's Gospel and thus 
are washed in the blood of Christ have the hope of eternal life 
(Revelation 1:5). 

Again referring to Ephesians 2:8, we learn that faith plays a part in 
our salvation. By His grace, God provides salvation but WE must do 
something to receive it. We must believe (have faith) not only in Him 
(Hebrews 11:6), but also in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God (John 
8:24). BUT, faith alone is not sufficient to save us from our sins 
(James 2:24). James 2:19 says that the devils believe, but they are not 
saved. Faith that is not put into action is a dead faith that is useless 
(James 2:20). 

The New Testament very clearly tells us how to act on our faith so 
as to secure the blessing of forgiveness of sins. With the faith that we 
gained from God's Word, the Bible, firmly planted in our hearts and 
minds (Romans 10:17), we learn from the Bible that we have sinned 
against God. Knowing that we don't want to continue our lives as lost 
sinners, the next logical step for us to take is repentance. To repent 
means to change one's direction, to turn from one's devotion to Satan 
and turn to a devotion to God. Jesus stated that we all MUST repent 
(Luke 13:3). Peter indicated the same in Acts 2:38 and 3:19. 

Faith and repentance are still not enough to secure Divine 
forgiveness. In the New Testament book of Acts, sometimes called 
the book of conversions, we have an example of a believing, penitent 
sinner making a public confession of Christ. "I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God," he declared. (Acts 8:37). Jesus had earlier 
stated that confession of belief in Him was necessary (Matthew 
10:32,33). The apostle Paul later wrote that confession is made unto 
(in order to receive) salvation, "For the Scripture says, Whoever 
believes on Him will not be put to shame." (Romans 10:11). 

Faith, repentance and confession still fall short of the soul-
cleansing power of the blood of Christ. II Timothy 2:10 says that 
salvation is IN Christ Jesus. The alien sinner has to get INTO Christ 
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somehow, but nowhere does the Bible say that we can believe into 
Christ. Nowhere does Sacred Scripture tell us that we can repent into 
Christ. The Divine record contains not one statement that says we can 
confess into Christ. How then can we get into Christ and have our sins 
washed away by the blood of the Lamb of God (Hebrews 9:13,14)? 

One passage of the Bible answers this question for us. Galatians 
3:27 speaks of people who had been baptized (immersed) INTO 
Christ. Verse 28 speaks of them being IN Christ Jesus. They got there 
by virtue of their immersion into Christ. 

The absolute necessity of immersion to be saved is taught in 
several New Testament passages (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; 
Romans 6:3ff; I Peter 3:21). This immersion is to be the one 
authorized by the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit in God's Word 
(Matthew 28:19). It is the one immersion mentioned in Ephesians 4:5, 
namely, immersion in water for the forgiveness of sins through the 
blood of Christ. 

Faith, repentance, confession and immersion for the remission of 
sins are God's commands that we must obey if we want to be saved. 
These are not man-made works, for no one shall be saved by works 
that man creates (Ephesians 2:9). These are acts of obedience that 
God has mandated in His Word, acts that we MUST do if we want to 
break down the wall of sin that stands between us and Him. 

Following these steps of salvation and rising up from the waters of 
immersion, a person becomes not only a new creature (II Corinthians 
5:17), but he or she is then a member of the Lord's church, the one 
and ONLY one Jesus promised to build (Matthew 16:18). The Lord 
adds the saved to the church (Acts 2:47). 

His church is not a denomination but is the one body into which 
all who want to be saved in eternity must come (Ephesians 1:22,23; 
4:4-6; 5:23). Only those who have obeyed the Gospel and thus 
become members of the Lord's church can scripturally be called 
Christians (Acts 11:26). 

Won't you, dear reader, look at the scriptures that have been cited, 
examine them carefully and let them sink deeply into your heart? 
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Won't you then muster the courage to obey the Lord? Your sins will 
be washed away, you will become a servant of the Lord (Romans 
6:17,18) and a part of His family (Ephesians 3:10-15) and you will 
have the hope of eternal life (Titus 1:1,2; I John 2:25), a hope that will 
become reality in Judgment if you will only continue to follow the 
Word of God all the days of your Christian life on earth (II Timothy 
4:7,8; Hebrews 10:36). May God bless you as you do His will. 
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